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Howard  and  Lilley  pull  out  and  urge  supporters  to  back  new  favourite 

Hague’s  bandwagon  rolls 
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If  voted 


THE  fight  for  the 
Conservative 
leadership  swung 
decisively  against 
Kenneth  Clarke 
last  night  after 
John  Redwood  unexpectedly 
forced  Peter  Lilley  and 
Michael  Howard  out  of  the 
race  — only  to  see  them  both 
back  William  Hague  as  the 
man  best  placed  to  beat  the 
former  chancellor. 

Though  Mr  Redwood's  nar- 
row victory  in  the  three-man 
rightwing  “primary”  briefly 
allowed  him  to  nlatm  the 
right  to  carry  the  Thatcherite 
standard  into  next  Tuesday's 
second  round,  his  hopes  were 
quickly  dashed. 

Neither  rival  could  bring 
himself  to  honour  the  infor- 
mal pact  between  the  trio  — 
to  support  whichever  of  them 
came  third  to  thwart  the 
Keynesian  Mr  Clarke  and 
“Hague  the  Vague”,  sus- 
pected of  being  a lightweight 
in  the  John  Major  mould. 

In  a first-round  result  that 
was  widely  seen  as  the  worst' 
scenario  for  Tory  hopes  of 
restoring  a strong  and  united 
' leadership,  the  left-leaning 
Mr  Clarke  headed  the  field 
with  49  votes  — not  as  many 
| as  his  backers  had  hoped  — 

' hotly  pursued  by  the  centre- 
right’s  Mr  Hague  on  41. 

Mr  Redwood,  who  resigned 
from  John  Major's  cabinet  to 
run  a prophetic  “no  change, 
no  chance”  leadership  bid  in 
1995,  astonished  MPs  and 
pundits  by  beating  both 
“True  Right"  rivals,  with  27 
votes  to  Mr  LiDey's  24,  leav- 
ing Mr  Howard  in  a humiliat- 
ing fifth  place  with  just  23.  All 
MPs  voted. 

The  muddled  result  in  the 
electoral  college  of  164  surviv- 
ing Tory  MPs  triggered  fren- 
zied horse-trading  at  West- 
minster. Though  Mr  Redwood" 
demanded  the  right  to  cany 
the  Thatcherite  banner  Into 
next  Tuesday’s  second  round, 
bitterness  over  his  1995  cam- 
paign lingers.  As  backstairs 
arm-twisting  began,  private 
talks  between  Mr  Howard 
and  Mr  Lilley  stitched  up  a 
deal  to  deliver  as  many  as 
possible  of  their  47  votes  to 
the  36-year-old  Mr  Hague.  Mr 
Redwood,  who  spoke  to  both 
MPs,  impotently  protested. 
“Roth  Michael  and  Peter  or 
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William  Hague,  who  emerged  as  favourite  for  the  Tory  leadership  yesterday  after  Peter  Lilley  and  Michael  Howard  backed  him  photograph:  mar™  arqles 

Rinse  ’n’  fib  cycle  puts  Tories  in  a right  spin 


Sketch 


•JPP  * 


Simon  Hoggart  . 

AT  about  5.15  a noise 
like  a gunshot  came 
from  inside  the  Com- 
mittee Room.  “My  God, 
Redwood’s  won,”  someone 
shouted.  After  all,  the  Tory 
party  hasn’t  yet  exhausted 
all  the  different  ways  of 
committing  stridde. 

But  the  bang  was  only  the 
traditional  desk-thumping 
before  the  Chairman  of  the 
1922  Committee  announces 
the  result.  This  he  did  to 
gasps  of  astonishment  and 
delight  — though  only  from 


the  press.  Tory  MPs  looked 
more  grim,  as  the  implica- 
tions of  the  vote  sank  in: 
John  Redwood,  written  off 
as  a certain  loser  at  the 
weekend,  might  conceiv- 
ably win.  And  William 
Hague,  the  human  embryo, 
was  in  with  an  excellent 

ptinripp. 

(Though  in  people  years 
he  Is  36,  in  Hague  years  he 
fs  already  69,  and  will  be 
almost  80  at  the  next  elec- 
tion. He  will  have  to  dance 
to  bis  favourite  Meat  Loaf 
records  .with  a Zimmer 
frame.) 

Within  seconds  the  com- 
mittee corridor  was  a seeth- 
ing, hooching  mass  of  Tory . 
MPs.  every  one  a spin  doc-  j 
tor.  We  were  back  In  Gyra- . 


tory  Gulch.  It  was  like 
being  Inside  a washing  ma- 
chine on  the  special  rinse 
*h’ fib  cycle.  • 

The  spin  technique  is  to 
begin  with  the  phrase:  “It  i 
is  perfectly  clear ...”  or  “it 
is  abundantly  clear  to  us 
. . followed  by  an  asser- 
tion that  your  man  1s  cer- 
tain to  win,  even  though  he 
has  done  substantially 
worse  than  you  were  pre- 
dicting In  tha  morning. 

When  thfa  is  questioned 
the  spinner  switches  to  an 
aggressive  yet  pitying  tone, 
like  a schoolmaster  dealing 
with  a dim  and  obstreper- 
ous pupil.  “He  will  win 
votes  the  only  way  he 
knows  how,  by  advancing 
the  clearest  and  best  argu- 


ments, and  by  unifying  the 
party." 

A Redwood  backer  glee- 
fully waved  a bleeper  In  the 
air,  like  a drug  dealer  jubi- 
lant over  a big  score. 
“Look,  he  has  bleeped  us! 
He  says,  *We  are  going  all 
the  way!’  ’’ 

Mr  Redwood  does  carry 
the  air  erf  a crazed  colt 
leader.  Yon  half  expect  his 
supporters  to  celebrate 
with  a pitcher  of  Kool-Aid. 

Someone  else  was  groan- 
ing. “The  thought  of  listen- 
ing to  that  voice,  for  10 
years ...”  He  was  probably 
talking  about  Mr  Hague, 
but  it  could  apply  to  any  of 
them. 

The  noise  level  grew. 
“Our  man  is  the  only  viable 


candidate  who  is  not 
ClarkeT’  “Two  weeks  ago, 
Ken  was  written  oft  We 
were  told  he’d  get  30  votes 
if  he  was  lucky.  Today  he’s 
Shot  down  every  duck  In 
the  row,  bang,  bang,  bang.” 

Over  on  College  Green, 
the  strip  of  grass  near  the 
House  of  Lords,  it  looked 
like  the  end  of  a not  very 
successful  rock  festival. 
Anyone  who  had  set  up  a 
beer  tent,  or  even  a toilet, 
could  have  made  a fortune. 

I counted  19  camera 
crews  before  giving  up.  By 
the  end  they  were  inter- 
viewing each  other,  and 
even  passing  tourists,  for 
whom  the  scene  has  become 
one  of  the  sights,  like  the 
turn  to  page  2.  column  7 
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‘I  have  decided  to 
withdraw  and  support 
William  Hague.  He  is 
best  placed  to  unite  the 
party  and  lead  us  to 
victory* 

Mchael  Howard 

‘My  aims  have  always 
been  to  reunite,  to 
rebuild  and  renew  the 
party.  William  Hague  is 
best  placed  to  achieve 
these  objectives’ 

Peter  UBey 


: their  camps  indicated  that 
they  thought  the  fourth  and 
fifth-placed  candidate  should 
drop  out  and  support  the 
third-placed  candidate.  1 am 
appealing  to  both  Michael 
and  Peter  to  do  just  that,”  he 
reminded  them,  in  a plea  to 
forge  a common  platform. 

Anything  is  now  possible. 
Some  MPs  were  even  predict- 
ing that  Mr  Clarke  — who 
needs  just  six  more  votes,  55 
out  of  164,  to  be  sure  <rf  sur- 
viving into  the  final  round  — 
might  falter,  leaving  Mr 
Hague  to  fight  Mr  Redwood. 

That  seemed  as  Implausible 
as  the  claim  that  up  to  eight 
Clarke  supporters  had  voted 
for  Mr  Redwood  as  the  easiest 
rightwinger  to  beat  “Cob- 
blers," he  said  later,  pointing 
to  the  accuracy  of  his  own 
prediction  of  at  least  27  votes. 
Four  MPs  let  him  down  in 


late  switches,  prompted 
partly  by  the  announcement 
by  Tory  HQ  of  the  result  of  its 
canvass  of  grassroots  opinion. 

That  showed  Mr  Clarke 
well  ahead  among  local  chair- 
men, MEPs  (a  clean  sweep  of 
all  17).  peers  and  senior  party 
workers,  with  608  votes  in  all; 
Mr  Hague  second  with  278: 
and  the  right  trailing  badly  — 
Mr  Howard  worst  of  all.  with 
just  26  informal  votes. 

As  news  filtered  out  that 
Mr  Howard,  hardline  home 
secretary  until  Tony  Blair's 
victory,  was  planning  to  back 
Mr  Hague  as  the  best  “anyone 
but  Clarke”  candidate,  Mr 
Redwood's  hopes  of  glory 
started  to  evaporate.  “That's 
the  kind  of  man  we're  dealing 
with,"  said  one  Redwood  cam- 
paign manager,  accusing  Mr 
Howard  of ''ratting”. 

On  a day  when  the  Guard- 
ian's ICM  poll  among  ordi- 
nary voters,  as  well  as  Tory 
HQ's  findings,  showed  him  an 
overwhelming  favourite,  Mr 
Clarke  issued  a brief  state- 
ment thanking  his  backers 
and  proclaiming  himself  the 
man  best  able  to  bind  up  the 
party's  wounds. 

“1  have  today  topped  the 
poll  in  every  test  of  Conserva- 
tive opinion,"  he  declared, 
pledging  himself  to  "broaden 
my  appeal  further  by  setting 
out  how  I Intend  to  lead  this 
party  on  an  inclusive  basis" 
between  now  and  next  week's 
likely  two  rounds  — Tues- 
day's followed  by  a final  vote 
on  Thursday. 

Mr  Redwood  talked  to  Mr 
Howard  privately  immedi- 
ately after  the  votes  were  de- 
clared at  5J20pxn-  But  within 
minutes  the  ex-home  secre- 
tary was  said  to  be  on  the 
phone  to  Mr  Lilley  urging 
them  both  to  back  Mr  Hague, 
who  must  now  be  reckoned 
firm  favourite. 

Redwood  and  Clarke  allies 

were  claiming  that 
"switcher"  voters  would  pre- 
fer either  man  of  principle  to 
the  pragmatic  trimming  of  Mr 
Hague.  John  Mayor  Mark  n 
according  to  foes.  Hague 
strategists  were  busy  promot- 
ing bis  rightwing  credentials 
to  seize  Howard-Lilley  votes. 

Leader  comment,  page  8 


Texts  for  Nothing  - Texty  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers’  Festival  presents  a 
selection  of  fine  authors  from  the  Czech  Republic 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 
Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 
24  to  28  June. 


Nm  / In-"  T"HE  SIGHT  of  pilacard- 

bv-.--  ' V I waving  academics  and 

J*fcp  ‘ '.  ’v  ' M X artists  demonstrating 
v . V ' ^ • >■  • ■ this  week. against  the  closure 
' "w  of  a leading  regional  art  gal- 

' JHR  lery  was  too  much  far  one  of 
the  country's,  most  prolific 
; ,.k  authors,  writes  Peter 

p f ..  : . :="'  Hetheringtoru  . 

L -e  • ■ . Dame  Catherine  Cookson — 

Catherine  Coofeson:  outrage  frail,  bedridden  and.  almost 


Cookson  rescues 
doomed  gallery 

THE  SIGHT  of  placard- 1 blind  — was  so  outraged  by 
waving  academics  and  Newcastle  University's  deci- 
artjsts  demonstrating  sion  to  axe  its  internationally 


blind  — was  so  outraged  by 
Newcastle  University's  deci- 
sion to  axe  Its  internationally 
renowned  Hatton  Gallery  that 
she  picked  up  the  telephone 
yesterday  afternoon  and 
asked  for  a meeting  with  the 
powers  that  bel 
Nigel  Sherlock,  stockbroker 
nnri  rfogirman  nf  the  universi- 
ty council,  scurried  to  her 


home  a mile  away.  He  picked 
up  a cheque  for  £50,000  — 
enough  to  save  the  gallery  — 
with  the  promise  of  a similar 
sum  for  the  next  five  years. 

Christopher  Harris,  the 
university’s  communications 
director,  said:  “At  2pm,  she 
contacted  us  and  said,  ‘Would 
yon  like  to  pop  around  and 
get  some  money?*  There  was 
very  genuine  shock  as  well  as 
a very  pleasant  surprise.” 

Only  a day  before  the  coun- 
cil provoked  anger  through- 
out the  international  art 
world  by  deciding  to  with- 
draw funding  of  £40,000  from 
the  Hatton,  which  includes  a. 
Collection  Of  paintings  from 


Goya  to  Bacon  and  12  tons  of 
Dadaist  art  — notably  the 
monumental  construction, 
the  EHerwater  Merzbau. 

After  the  closure  proposal 
filtered  through  to  staff  and 
students  in  the  fine  art  de- 
partment just  over  a week 
ago,  the  director  of  the 
National  Gallery  registered 
his  alarm  with  curators 
around  the  country. 

South  Shields-born  Dame 
Catherine,  aged  90  this 
month,  who  until  recently 
bad  ..written  a book  a year 
.since  1950.  has  provided  a 
source  of  steady  funding  to 
the  university,  particularly 
its  medical  scbooL  She  has 
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taken  a special  Interest  in  tiie 
Hatton,  attending  the  opening 
of  an  £80,000  extension  in 
1984. 

Vice-chancellor  James 
Wright  said  of  her  latest  ges- 
ture: ‘T  am  most  delighted  by 
this  rapid  and  remarkable 
response.”  The  university 
was  well  on  the  way  to  raising 
£100,000  annually  to  revitalise 
the  gallery  “as  a vibrant  con- 
tribution to  the  region”. 

Meanwhile.  Dame  Cather- 
ine was  keeping  quiet  Inter- 
viewed last  year,  she  said:  “I 
still  try  to  put  down  bits  of 
work  on  tape  when  1 can.” 
She  has  said  nothing  publicly 
since. 
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Tuesday  24  June 

E.L.  Doctorow 
Martin  Vbp&ika 
Nuala  N!  Dhomhnalll 
Viola  Fischerovd 

Wednesday  25  June 

Andrfi  du  Bouchet 
Roland  Jooris 
Vladimir  Knvdnek 
Giuseppe  Conte 

Thursday  26  June 

Aharon  Append 
Zinovy  Zink 
Jana  Stroblova 

Raoul  Schrott 

Friday  27  June 

Janice  Galloway 
Igor  Pomerantsev 
BenaStefcN 

Dimitris  Noilas 

■Saturday  28  June 
Julian  Barnes 
Hanna  Krtel 
Michael  March 
Antonio  Franco  Alexandre 


USA 

Czech  Republic 
Ireland 

Czech  Republic 

France 
Belgium 
Czech  Republic 
Italy 

Israel 

Russia 

Czech  Republic 
Austria 


Great  Britain 
Russia 

Romania 

Greece 

Great  Britain 
Poland 
USA 
Portugal 


MM 


^“770261 “307330 


The  Prague  Writers’  Festival  is  dedicated  to 
Samuel  Beckett 

For  further  details,  please  contact  the  Festival 
Director,  Michael  March,  Revolucnl  28, 1 1D  00 
Prague  1 . Mobile:  + 420  602  371  478 
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AITKEN  LIBEL  CASE 

Aitken  ‘weaved  web  of  lies’ 


China  wants 
tanks  early 
in  Hong  Kong 


Luka  llumflna 


JONATHAN  Attken's 
account  of  his  con- 
troversial stay  at  the 
Paris  Ritz  was  a 
“web  of  lies"  in 
which  “improbability  was 
heaped  on  improbability",  the 
High  Court  heard  yesterday. 

The  former  Conservative 
MP  was  accused  of  inventing 
a “catalogue  of  coincidences” 
to  explain  his  visit  to  the 
hotel  in  September  1993  while 
minister  for  defence 
procurement 

George  Carman  QC.  for  the 
Guardian  and  Granada  Tele- 
vision, said  Mr  Aitken  had 
“weaved  a tangled  web"  to 
conceal  the  fact  that  he  had 
improperly  held  a business 
meeting  with  Arab  associates 
and  allowed  an  Arab  friend  to 
pay  his  hotel  bill 
“When  you  add  up  that  cat- 
alogue of  improbability,  do 
you  not  realise  how  scandal- 
ous. incredible  and  preposter- 
ous your  story  is?"  Mr  Car- 
man asked. 

“I  don’t  realise  any  such 
thing,"  Mr  Aitken  replied.  “I 
flatly  reject  these  flamboyant 
fliippHnns  made  to  me.  This 
may  be  a complex  story  but  It 
Is  not  one  based  on  a web  of 
deceit  There  are  good  honest 
explanations  for  all  the  points 
put  to  me.” 

The  High  Court  was  told 
that  on  13  points  Mr  Aitken’s 
evidence  was  “tainted  with 
improbability”.  He  had  “cov- 
ered his  tracks”  in  a letter 
written  to  the  Cabinet  Secre- 
tary, Sir  Robin  Butler,  and 
had  “pursued  a conspiratorial 
agreement”  with  his  Arab 
friend  Said  Ayas  to  explain 
the  fact  that  his  bill  bad  been 
added  to  Mr  Ayas’s  account, 
Mr  Carman  said. 

He  also  dismissed  Mr  Alt- 
ken’s  suggestion  that  he  had 
been  “set  up”  by  the  Ritz,  or 
that  his  offer  to  pay  by  credit 
card  had  been  refused  by 
hotel  staff! 

The  former  MP  was  asked 
about  a statement  freon  a Ritz 
cashier  who  said  his  hotel  bill 
for  the  weekend  of  September 
17-19  1993  was  paid  by  a “bru- 
nette lady  of  European  aspect 
speaking  French”. 

Mr  Aitken  says  this  was  his 
wife,  Lolicia,  who  paid  4^57 
francs  in  cash  for  what  she 
believed  to  be  the  fell  balance 
of  his  two-night  stay,  al- 
though it  was  in  feet  more 
than  £400  short 
Indicating  the  blonde 
tresses  of  Mrs  Aitken,  sitting 
In  court,  Mr  Carman  said: 
“Your  wife  is  not  a brunette 
now,  is  she?" 

Mr  Aitken:  "She’s  not  this 
week." 

Mr  Carman:  “Last  week  or 
the  week  before?" 

Mr  Aitken:  "Yes,  she  defi- 
antly stuck  to  the  latest 
colour  of  her  hair,  even 
though  she  was  well  aware  I 
would  be  cross-examined  on 
this  subject." 

Mr  Carman  said  his  wife's 
passport  described  ber  as 
blonde. 

Mr  Aitken  replied:  “She  has 
over  the  years  tried  many 
shades.” 


‘When  you  add  up 
that  catalogue  of 
improbability,  do 
you  not  realise 
how  scandalous, 
incredible  and 


preposterous  your 
stoiy  is?* 

George  Carman  QC 


*1  don’t  realise  any 
such  thing.  I flatly 
reject  these 
flamboyant 
allegations . . 
There  are  good 
honest 


explanations  for 
all  the  points  put 
tome.’ 

Jonathan  Aitken 


The  court  was  told  that 
Manon  Vidal,  secretary  of  the 
treasurer  to  Saudi  prince  Mo- 
hammed bin  Fahd,  was  a 
French-speaking  brunette.  Mr 
Carman  said  it  was  she  who 
had  paid  Mr  Aitken’s  bill, 
while  settling  the  prince’s  ac- 
count with  a cheque  for 
117,000  francs  and  4^57  francs 
in  cash. 

Mr  Aitken,  who  lost  his 
Thanet  South  seat  at  the  gen- 
eral election  on  May  1,  said 
his  wife  bad  paid  the  bill  after 
returning  to  Paris  from  Swit- 
zerland on  Sunday  morning. 
But  he  admitted:  “My  wife 
has  been  unable  to  recall  the 
precise  details  of  what  did 


happen  — all  that  Carry  on 
Arabia  scene  around  the  Ritz 
cashier  desk  on  that 
afternoon.’’ 

Mr  Carman:  “You  say  your 
wife  paid  it?” 

Mr  Aitken:  “I  can’t  even 
now  grip  It  — exactly  who  did 
what — I wasn’t  there." 

Mr  Aitken  also  told  the 
court  he  had  made  a tele- 
phone call  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing to  his  wife's  hotel  in  Swit- 
zerland — after  she  had  left  — 
anri  spoken  to  his  mother-on- 
law.  The  two  women  had 
shared  a room  together  the 
previous  night,  he  added. 

However,  records  from  the 
Hotel  Bristol  In  the  Swiss 
town  of  VUlars  showed  Mrs 
Aitken  had  only  been  charged 
a single  occupancy  rate  for 
her  Saturday  night  stay.  Mr 
Carman  said. 

“Yon  invented  the  story  of 
your  mother-in-law  staying 
that  night  so  she  could  be  the 
recipient  of  your  telephone 
call,"  be  added. 

“I  didn't  Invent  any  such 
thing,"  Mr  Aitken  replied. 

Earlier,  the  former  Tory 
MP  admitted  that  he  had 
foiled  to  declare  a “magnifi- 
cent” watch  from  a brother- 
in-law  of  the  Saudi  king  in  the 
Commons  register  of  mem- 
bers’ interests.  But  he  denied 
the  gift  had  amounted  to  per- 
sonal enrichment 

He  said  that  the  “flashy” 
lady’s  watch  was  not  much 
good  to  him,  as  he  had  worn 
the  same  timepiece  for  20 
years.  He  had  given  it  to  his 
wife  or  a secretary. 

The  existence  of  the  watch 
was  revealed  In  a letter  writ- 
ten by  Mr  Aitken  which  was 
foxed  to  the  Guardian  on 
Monday  evening  by  an  anony- 
mous male  telephone  caller, 
the  court  was  told. 

Dated  July  1988,  it  thanked 
a prominent  Arab,  Dr  Abdul- 
lah Masri,  for  his  hospitality. 
and  asked  him  to  pass  on  Mr 
Aitken's  “warm  thanks"  to 
Sheikh  Abdul  Aziz  Ibraham 
for  "his  most  generous  gift  of 
that  magnificent  watch". 

Mr  Aitken  enclosed  a local 
authority  planning  document 
confirming  that  an  address  in 
Upper  Grosvenor  Street,  cen- 
tral London,  which  the  Ibra- 
ham family  were  buying,  had 
full  permission  for  office  use 
beyond  1990. 

He  ended  the  letter:  “ I hope 
this  Is  helpfuL  With  all  good 
wishes.  Yours  ever, 
Jonathan.” 

Asked  if  he  should  have 
entered  the  watch  as  a gift  on 
the  register  of  members’  in- 
terests. if  it  was  valued  at 
over  £125,  Mr  Aitken  said  it 
was  a matter  of  Judgment  ‘1 
didn't  regard  it  as  some  sort 
of  personal  enrichment  of  my- 
self. It  was  never  Insured.” 

Mr  Aitken,  who,  until  his 
resignation  in  July  1995,  was 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, Is  suing  over  allegations 
that  he  provided  prostitutes 
for  Arabs,  was  financially  de- 
pendent upon  them,  and  was 
Involved  in  secret  arms  deals. 

The  Guardian  and  Granada 
deny  libel  and  plead  Justifica- 
tion. The  trial,  which  is  being 
held  without  a jury, 
continues. 


Andrew  Higgins  In 
Hoag  Kang  and  ton  Black 


CHINA  is  demanding 
that  the  People's  Lib- 
eration Army  start 
moving  weapons  and 
armour  into  Hong  Kong  be- 
fore the  end  of  British,  rule, 
further  straining  a hand-over 
poisoned  by  an  escalating  dip- 
lomatic and  legal  rumpus 
over  Beijing’s  plans  to  install 
a puppet  legislature  in  the 
early  hours  of  July  L 
Britain  immediately 
rejected  the  call,  insisting 
that  it  remains  the  sovereign 
power  nnffl  midnight  cm  June 
30,  and  that  no  other  military 
presence  will  be  allowed  be- 
fore then. 

With  British  agreement,  the 
FLA  has  already  sent  an  ad- 
vance guard  of  nearly  200  un- 
armed men  to  prepare  for  the 
arrival  of  up  to  10,000  troops. 
But,  according  to  a Commu- 
nist Party  mouthpiece  In 
Hong  Kong,  the  PLA  now 
needs  to  bring  in  guns  and 
other  military  hardware  be- 
fore Britain’s  retreat 
The  demand  came  as  Hang 
Kong's  Democratic  Party  filed 
a court  Injunction  to  chal- 
lenge the  legitimacy  of  a 
hand-picked  legislative  as- 
sembly packed  with  pro- 
China  politicians. 

The  body  is  also  under 
attack  from  Western  govern- 
ments, with  Madeleine  Al- 
bright, the  United  States  sec- 
retary of  state,  announcing 
she  will  boycott  a swearing-in 
cermony  for  its  GO  members. 

British  officials  said  last 
wight  that  Tony  Blair  had  not 
yet  decided  whether  to  visit 
Hong  Kong  for  the  hand-over. 

Wen  Wei  Fo,  an  authorita- 
tive Beijing-funded  Hong 
Kong  newspaper,  published  a 
robust  editorial  demanding 
that  Britain  let  Chinese  arms 
and  other  equipment  into  the 


territory  early.  It  mid  the 
PLA  would  have  to  be  aimed 
and  ready  to  take  over  secu- 
rity duties  at  midnight  on 
June  30. 

But  the  Foreign  Office  sakl: 
“We  are  the  sovereign  power 
and  we  remain  , responsible 
for  the  defence  of  Hang  Kong 
until  June  3ft  Ministeri  al* 
committed  to  working  with 
China  to  ensure  a smooth  and 
succesful  transition,  but 
there’s  no  question  of  Britain 

agreeing  to  this.” 

The  governor.  Chris  Patten, 
the  former  Conservative 
Party  chairman,  whose  mod* 
est  democratic  reforms  China 
wants  dismantled  as  soon  as 
It  takes  over,  suggested  that 
foreign  dignitaries  attending 
the  hand-over  ceremony  may 
follow  the  US  lead  and  stay 
away  from  the  legislature’s 
investiture,  scheduled  Just  90 
minutes  into  July  1. 

Prince  Charles  will  repre- 
sent Britain  at  a midnight 
hand-over  gala,  and  a usually 
reliable  Hong  Kong  news- 
paper, Ming  Pao.  reported 
yesterday  that  China’s  Com- 
munist Party  chief,  Jiang  Ze- 
min, would  also  attend. 

The  presence  of  security-ob- 
sessed Beijing  leaders  might 
explain  the  sudden  demand 
for  weapons  before  the  cere- 
mony. 

Some  40.000  security  per- 
sonnel are  being  mobilised  on 
the  Chinese  side  of  the  bor- 
der, according  to  reports,  to 
stop  illegal  crossings  and  en- 
sure order  after  June  30. 

Albert  Ho,  a Democratic 
Party  legislator,  filed  a writ 
in  the  high  court  yesterday 
asking  it  to  declare  “null  and 
void”  all  legislation  “read  or 
passed"  before  July  1 by  the 
pro-Beijing  provisional  legis- 
lature. Mr  Ho  said  the  body 
had  “unlawfully  seized  law- 
making power  which  belongs 
solely  to  the  present  Legisla- 
tive Council”. 


Rinse  ’n’  fib  cycle  puts  the 
Tory  party  in  a right  spin 


Jonathan  and  Lolicia  Aitken  outside  the  High  Court  yesterday.  photograph;  seam  smith 


continued  from  page  1 
pigeons  in  Trafalgar 
Square. 

The  Mexicans  for  Portillo 
had  returned,  this  time 
with  a band  (as  in  the  old 
Joke,  “What’s  that  noise?” 
“Marncas.”  *Tve  got  some 
ointment,  if  that  would 
help.”) 

Michael  Heseltlne,  Mr 
Redwood,  or  Jeffrey  Archer 
would  try  to  make  some 
grave  point  about  the 
fixture  of  their  great  party. 
If  it  has  one,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans would  come  weaving 
past  in  the  background, 
keening  traditional  la- 
ments about  the  result  in 
Enfield  (Southgate). 

But  the  spinning  had 
gone  on  all  day  inside  the 
Commons,  as  if  convincing 
the  outside  world  that  your 
man  would  win  might  actu- 
ally help  his  chances.  And 
why  should  anyone  want 
the  job?  Tears  of  hard  work 
with  no  hope  of  reward; 


you  might  as  well  take  up 
nursing. 

(Though  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  does  have  two 
perks:  a chauffeur-driven 
car,  and  the  chance  to  meet 
a real  politician.  Tony 
Blair,  once  or  twice  a 
month  for  secret  briefings.) 

Voting  Tories  were  wel- 
comed into  Committee 
Room  14  by  one  of  their 
Whips’  Messengers,  an  ami- 
able and  dapperiy  dressed 
man  called  Vince.  It  has 
come  to  something  when 
Tory  MPs  are  ushered  by 
men  called  Vince  wearing 
yellow  shoes. 

One  of  the  earliest  voters 
was  David  “Not  Quite 
Enough  Brains”  Willetts, 
who  backed  Ulley,  and  one 
of  the  latest  Ted  Heath.  “I 
don’t  see  any  need  for  a 
second  ballot,”  he  said.  We 
veteran  Heath-watchers 
know  how  that  translates: 
at  least  one  vote  for  Clarke. 
He  harrumphed  on  his  way. 


First  motorway  bus  lane  planned  on  M4 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


I KIT  AIN'S  first  motor- 
Lway  bus  lane  Is  being 
'planned  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  an  immediate  demon- 
stration of  its  commitment  to 
an  integrated  transport 
system. 

The  three  mile  route  on  the 
M4  to  give  public  transport  a 
foster  route  from  central  Lon- 
don to  Heathrow  airport  will 
run  on  one  of  the  busiest  sec- 
tions of  motorway  In  Europe. 

It  is  expected  to  start  at  the 
end  of  the  elevated  section  of 
the  M4  beyond  Heston  where 
the  road  becomes  a three-lane 
highway,  and  could  cut  at 
least  15  minutes  off  the  bus 
Journey  time  from  central 
London  to  Heathrow,  which 
is  now  about  75  minutes. 

Under  the  plan,  which  Is 
likely  to  be  finalised  next 
week,  the  bus  lane  would  be 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the 


motorway  and  the  hard 
shoulder  by  a sman  wall.  Cars 
would  be  banned  from  the 
lane  and  would  face  a consid- 
erable fine  If  they  attempted 
to  use  It 

Orders  seeking  approval 
will  have  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament  So  long  as  the 


route  Is  on  the  line  of  the  ex- 
isting motorway,  ministers  do 
not  have  to  take  the  matter  to 
a public  inquiry. 

The  lane  will  run  as  for  as 
junction  4 an  the  motorway, 
thu  main  exit  to  terminals  l,  2 
and  3 at  Heathrow. 

The  plan  appeals  to  the  Dep- 


uty Prime  Minister,  John 
Prescott,  because  it  is  rela- 
tively cheap  to  build,  apart 
from  the  wall  and  new  direc- 
tional signs. 

If  the  lane  is  built  on  the 
existing  motorway  route,  it 
would  reduce  the  number  of 
lanes  for  other  traffic  to  two 
and  could  cause  congestion. 
For  this  reason,  the  Govern- 
ment Is  expected  to  say  that 
the  plan  is  an  experiment 
The  route  is  the  busiest  out  of 
London  with  a huge  traffic 
volume  going  past  Heathrow 
to  Wales  and  the  West 

The  motoring  organisations 
can  hardly  raise  much  objec- 
tion to  the  experiment  be- 
cause it  meets  their  belief 
that  the  public  will  back  a 
properly  integrated  transport 
system  in  which  the  car  has 
its  place.  Transport  planners 
argue  that  the  idea  makes 
sense,  and  Is  part  of  a coor- 
dinated strategy  to  get  people 
to  use  public  transport  to 
reach  Heathrow. 


The  new  £400  million 
Heathrow  Express  15  minute 
rail  link  between  Paddington 
and  the  airport  will  be  fully 
qpen  next  year  and  will  lead 
to  less  car  congestion  on  the 
motorway  between  central 
London  and  the  airport 

An  even  more  effective  rail 
route  is  due  to  be  opened  be- 
tween St  Pan  eras  and  Heath- 
row in  1999  with  four  trains 
an  hour. 

This  journey  will  take  only 
35  minutes  compared  to  an 
bour  on  tbe  London 
Underground. 

The  plan  also  suggests  that 
the  Government  is  likely  to 
approve  the  controversial 
Terminal  5 extension  for 
Heathrow  when  the  longest 
running  public  inquiry  con- 
cludes next  year. 

The  bus  lane  will  be  seen  as 
part  of  the  Government’s  plan 
to  make  sure  that,  more  than 
50  per  cent  of  passengers 
using  Heathrow  come  and  go 
on  public  transport 
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An  excess  of  mindless  company  car  rock 


Review 


Pat  Kane 


INXS 

Glasgow  Barrowlands 


KARAOKE  Jagger.  Drip- 
dry  stadium  rock.  Aus- 
tralian sexual  prowess. 
And,  to  top  it  all,  that  truly 
evocative  name.  Come  now,  if 
you  were  launching  a new 
kind  of  under-arm  deodorant 
for  over-excitable  adults,  how 
could  you  resist  calling  It 
INXS? 

You  couldn't  Because  you 
would  have  cultural  instincts 


as  duff  asa  rave  vicar.  You. 
would  have  the  stylistic  reso- 
nance of  flat  beer.  And  there- 
fore you  would  be  Just  like 
Michael  Hutchence  and  his 
cheesemungous  crew,  who 
hauled  their  journeymen's 
sorry  asses  on  stage  at  Glas- 
gow Barrowlands  to  deliver 
what  the  higher  paleontolo- 
gists often  caUARock  ’n‘  Roll 
Show. 

Murder,  murder  in  my 
heart  Oi,  Hutchencel  Not 
Whovever  told  you  that  your 
primly  athletic,  Marks-&- 

Spencer-mic  ro  waveable  ma- 
chismo was  anything  other 
than  plastic  cabaret?  You  look 
like  Dave  Gahan,  toned,  with 
added  chin;  your  hair  is  dyed 
as  bottle-black  as  the  most  list- 


less shopping-mall  goth.  You 
are  a sight,  sir.  Tonight’s 
thirty-somethings  love  the 
very  sweat  that  flicks  from 
your  endlessly  proffered  but- 
tocks, and  thrill  to  your  every 
K-Tel  white  soul  warble.  But  I 
know  you  for  what  you  are: 
the  last  long  fort  of  the 
Eighties. 

It’s  all  there,  style-decade 
fens:  the  incompetent  sax 
solos,  the  concrete-like  ftmk, 
the  blonde  backing  singers, 
the  military  dick  tracks,  foe 
misogynistte-lipstick  Imagery 
C ‘Suicide  Blonde,"  “Elegantly 
Wasted"),  the  general  air  of 
pointiessness- 

Muslc&Uy,  as  the  songs  lum- 
bered past  me  like  Lorries  at  an 
Intersection,  I was  reminded 


of  why  this  band  are  so  irritat- 
ing. You'd  Imagine  the  most 
homogenising  pop  producer 
leaving  their  session  in  dis- 
gust “Nothing.to  do,  mate! 
They’ve  squeezed  all  the  life 
out  of  it  already!” 

It’s  all  so  screamingly  com- 
petent, so  industrially 
together,  that  you  pray  for  a 
Brian  Rix  moment  Hutch  en- 
ce’s  paint-on  trousers  to  come 
fluttering  round  his  knees,  the 
guitarist's  froideur  to  shatter 
under  the  force  of  a particu- 
larly uncontrollable  burping 
fit. 

My  God,  anything  to  disturb 
the  well-oiled  flow  of  company 
car  rock  before  us.  That’s  it! 
Thafs  what  I keep  thinking  of 
— Castro!  GTX  equals  INXS. 


Put  them  both  In  your  car,  or 
something.  “Hey,  this  is  what 
We  call  hi  Australia  a pub 
venue!”  drawls  the  Hatch. 
"We're  playing  a pubH  You 
always  were,  convict 

The  hall  enjoys  itself,  but 
it's  smaller  than  the  original 
stadium  venue  booked  for  this 
gig.  and  a patchy  night  for  the 
Barrowlands  anyway.  And  if 
anything  evidences  the  linger- 
ing death  of  New  Wave,  it's 
this  kind  of  mindless,  lunch- 
time-libido bounce-along. 
Rock  aristos,  artful  tousling, 
tuneless  saxophones,  Paula 
Jates,  Paula  Yates,  Keith 
Richards  rip-off  riffs,  dep  Olat- 
he light-shows,  Paula  Yates. 
Here’s  another  mnemonic  for 
you:  ENDXS— please. 


IF  YOU’RE  AT  HOME 
ALL  DAY,  WE’LL 
BRING  DOWN  THE  COST 
OF  YOUR 

CONTENTS  INSURANCE. 


Ton  can  get  Bp  to  10%  off 

year  contents  ntsarance 
if  someone’s  ssnaHy  goanUng 
the  rsosL  Can  ns  todoy 
and  you’ll  be  in  safe  bands. 


General  Accident 


Direct 


V 


FOR  BUILDINGS  & CONTENTS  INSURANCE 


FREEPHONE  0800  121  004 


PAY  BY  INSTALMENTS  INTEREST  FREE 


MOTOR  BMC  121  001  MORTGAGE  HYMBff  PSOTffilflW  MW  m MB  TRAVEL  U08  121  U7 
7 DAYS  A W£K3$QIQ  ’AwOfti  ta  Run  ud  Muter  isuraaca  ady. 
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EYEWITNESS 


Witness  at  close  range  to  a savage 
battle  in  which  the  Taliban's  main  ally 
turned  against  it  in  the  northern 
Afghan  city  off  Mazar-i-Sharif,  PHIL 
GOODWIN — correspondent  for  the 
Guardian  and  BBC — found  himself 
pinned  down  by  an  intense  firefight, 
and  then  stranded. 

With  anti-Taliban  gunmen  in  control 
of  the  city  and  a fresh  column  of  2,000 
Taliban  reinforcements  reported  to  be 
approaching,  the  last  United  Nations 
evacuation  convoy  left 
the  city. 

A large  crowd  began 
looting  the  UN  offices. 
One  vehicle,  carrying 
all  the  gear  of  the  BBC 
crew,  was  attacked. 
Everything  was  taken, 
including  Goodwin's 
passport.  The  film 
editor,  Vladimir 
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Lozinski,  and  cameraman,  Andrew 
Herbert,  escaped  the  mob  only 
through  the  bravery  of  a tan  driver. 

The  group  drove  to  safety  and  anti- 
Taliban  troops  escorted  them  out  of 
the  city  towards  the  border  bridge 
over  the  Oxus  river  into  Uzbekistan. 

Without  a passport,  Goodwm  was 
refused  entry  by  the  Uzbeks,  who 
escorted  him  back  to  Afghanistan.  Next 
day  they  relented,  and  three  days  after 
the  capture  of  Mazar-i-Sharif,  he 
crossed  into  Uzbekistan. 
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Taking  on  the  Taliban. . . the  sweep  through  Afghanistan  finally  met  bloody  resistance  from  the  forces  of  the  rebel  leader  General  Abdul  Malik  in  Mazar-l-Sharif photograph,  david  stewart  smith 


A city  too  far  for  blundering  Taliban 


IT  COULD  have  been 
the  perfect  ending  to  im- 
mortalise the  Taliban’s 
reputation  as  a conquer- 
ing force  before  which 
most  of  Afghanistan  had  sim- 
ply bowed  In  surrender.  The 
last  major  prize  in  the 
country.  Mazar-i-Sharif.  was 
captured  with  few  shots  fired, 
and  the  self-styled  Islamic 
warriors  did  not  even  have  to 
take  it  themselves. 

A faction  from  among  their 
former  enemies  bad  switched 
sides  to  Join  them,-swept  into 
the  northern  city  and  then  in- 
vited the  Taliban  in.  But 
within  days,  the  relationship 
went  horribly  wrong. 

Naivety  has  been  punished 
many  times  in  Afghanistan, 
but  seldom  so  savagely.  The 
troops  who  had  invited  the 
Taliban  in  were  naive  to 
think  they  would  be  allowed 
to  keep  their  weapons:  the  Ta- 
liban have  been  disarming 
the  people  everywhere  they 


go.  The  Taliban,  in  turn,  were 
foolhardy  In  demanding  the 
four-wheel  drive  vehicles  be- 
longing to  their  new  allies  — 
the  rebel  leadership  of  Gen- 
eral Abdul  Malik.  They  also 
tore  down  posters  of  Gen  Ma- 
lik’s brother. 

In  a back  street  in  the  east 
of  Mazar-i-Sharif,  a fortnight 
ago.  I saw  the  incident  that 
marked  the  turning  of  the 
city,  which  remains  in  Gen 
Malik’s  hands. 

Small  numbers  of  the 
mainly  Sunni  Taliban,  cm 
their  first  day  there,  went 
looking  for  arms  and  ammu- 
nition. At  the  end  of  the  street 
was  a mosque  used  by  mainly 
Shi'ite  ethnic  Hazaras, 
fiercely  opposed  to  giving  up 
their  means  of  defence.  There 
was  a confrontation  and  eight 
Taliban  soldiers  were  shot 

The  Taliban  were  allowed 
to  retrieve  the  bodies.  A jeep 
with  the  bodies  piled  upon 
each  other  in  the  back,  jig- 


gling eerily  up  and  down, 
made  its  way  back  up  the 
bumpy  dirt  street  as  local 
people  peered  from  behind 
half-closed  doors. 

A shocked  Taliban  com- 
mander and  his  remaining 


troops  lifted  the  bodies  out 
one  by  one.  One  Taliban  sol- 
dier, covered  in  blood  from 
holding  his  dying  friend  bad 
to  be  restrained  from  running 
towards  the  mosque  for 
revenge.  Gen  Malik's  security 
chief  calmed  them  down  and 
persuaded  them  to  leave. 

But  a pick-up  truck  foil  of 
Taliban  fighters  came  back 
on  the  attack  afterwards,  and 
sped  towards  the  mosque.  It 
never  reached  it 

Long  bursts  of  automatic 
fire  cut  into  the  Taliban. 
Then,  as  more  Taliban  troops 
arrived  in  support,  local 
people  turned  against  them 
and  the  east  of  Mazar-i-Sharif 
became  a killing  ground.  It  is 
a maze  of  small  streets  divid- 


ed by  a main  road.  Few  build- 
ings are  more  then  one  storey 
high,  and  there  is  no  easy 
vantage  point  over  the  area. 

- I was  on  a street  near  the 
main  road  when  about  40  Ta- 
liban soldiers  came  into  view. 
With  the  sound  of  gunfire  all 
around  them,  they  were  saun- 
tering along  the  main  road 
Tbeir  weapons  were  not 
raised  at  the  ready.  Some 
were  talking  to  each  other.  A 
truck  with  Taliban  soldiers 
packed  In  the  back  was  driv 
ing  slowly  alongside:  It  was  a 
bizarre  picture  of  serenity. 

From  windows  and  doors 
around  them,  local  people 
began  to  fire.  Taliban  soldiers 
fell  dead  and  wounded.  And 
the  others  stood  still. 

Some  panicked  and  fired 
into  the  air,  but  none  took 
cover.  Experienced  fighters 
would  have  grouped  together 
and  have  started  fighting 
building  by  building.  The  Ta- 
liban did  not  have  a due. 


‘From  windows  and 
doors,  local  people 
began  to  fire.  Taliban 
soldiers  fell  dead  and 
wounded.  And  the 
others  stood  still 


Some  panicked  and 
fired  into  the  afr,  but 
none  took  cover. 
Experienced  fighters 
would  have  grouped 
together  and  have 
started  fighting 
building  by  building. 
The  Taliban  did  not 
haveaclue’ 


Mazar-i-Sharifr  a maze  of  small  streets,  scene  of  the  Taliban  rout  photograph:  steve  du  pomt 


Stay  of  execution  for  Millennium  Dome 


Eiran  MacAsktn,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 


Tm  future  of  the  Millen- 
nium Dome,  the  exhibi- 
tion planned  at  Green- 
wich to  celebrate  the  start  of 
the  new  century,  was  cast 
into  doubt  again  yesterday 
after  the  Treasury  attempted 
to  kill  it  off  at  a meeting  of 
Cabinet  ministers. 

But  the  proposed  £580  mil* 
lion  project  was  given  a stay 
of  execution  by  the  interven- 
tion of  Peter  Mandelson,  the 

minister  without  portfolio. 

The  project  will  remain  in 
limbo  while  ministers  look  in 


detail  at  the  proposal  which 
has  been  dogged  by  contro- 
versy since  its  inception  last 
year.  It  will  go  to  the  foil  Cab- 
inet for  a final  decision. 

Dominating  the  discussion 
was  what  most  of  the  minis- 
ters saw  as  a shortage  of  ideas 
about  what  the  dome  will 
bouse.  They  said  the  empha- 
sis should  be  on  celebration 
and  education,  and  the  mood 
after  the  meeting  was  that 
there  was  little  sign  of  either 
in  the  proposal.  , . 

The  issue  was  discussed  by 
the  Cabinet’s  home  and  social 
affitirs  committee,  chaired  by 
the  Deputy  Prime  Minister. 
John  Prescott.  The  issue  fells 


under  the  remit  of  the  Heri- 
tage Secretary,  Chris  Smith. 

The  committee  heard  a pre- 
sentation on  the  foture  of  the 
dome  from  Jenny  Page,  chair- 
woman of  the  Millennium 
Commission,  which  is  respon- 
sible for  distribution  of  lot- 
tery fends  for  minonninm  cel- 
ebra  turns.  About  £200  million 
is  earmarked  for  the  project 

Mr  Mandelson’s  interven- 
tion was  seen  by  ministers  as 

a signal  that  Tony  Blair  was 
reluctant  to  see  the  project 
killed  off.  But  some  ministers 
fear  it  could  become  a money- 
losing disaster.  So  far  £120 
million  has  been  spent  on 
clearing  the  site,  in  south 


London,  and  £24  million  on 
design  and  development 
The  Treasury  would  like  to 
see  the  £24  million  written  off 
rather  than  spend  more  pub- 
lic money  on  the  project 
Labour  agonised  over  the 
project  in  January  this  year 
and  came  close  to  scuppering 
it  but  the  intervention  of  Mr 
Blair  kept  it  afloat 
As  well  as  deciding  the  ex- 
hibition should  have  ele- 
ments of  fun  and  education, 
ministers  agreed  it  should  be 
durable,  not  dismantled  after 
a couple  of  years  as  planned. 
If  the  organisers  can  not  meet 
these  requirements,  it  is  un- 
likely to  go  ahead. 


As  bullets  hit  the  wall  be- 
hind me.  I ran  down  the  street 
into  a small  bouse  with  an  en- 
trance without  a door.  Inside, 
an  old  man  with  a grey  tur- 
ban was  sitting  against  a wall. 
There  was  no  back  way  out 
We  managed  to  exchange  one 
word.  “Taliban”,  before  there 
was  the  sound  of  feet  at  the 
entrance. 

A group  of  io  Taliban  sol- 
diers. breathing  heavily,  tur- 
bans awry,  followed  each 
other  inside.  Most  were 
yOung  boys,  wide-eyed  with 
terror,  limply  carrying  tbetr 
Kalashnikovs,  looking  for 
guidance  to  an  older  man  who 
himself  appeared  petrified. 
He  grabbed  a Jug  and  poured 


water  over  his  face.  The  boys 
followed  suit.  They  were 
shouting  at  each  other,  point- 
ing in  different  directions,  not 
knowing  where  to  go. 

Bullets  started  to  hit  the 
house  around  the  doorway. 
They  had  been  spotted  by 
local  people  from  a bouse  op- 
posite. It  was  a matter  of  time 
before  heavy  fire  descended. 
The  boys  were  flinching  at 
every  shot.  During  a lull  of  a 
few  seconds  I made  a run 
from  the  door  and  crawled 
down  the  street  to  behind  an 
abandoned  truck. 

I managed  to  get  away. 
Some  local  people  gave  me 
shelter.  1 was  trapped  by  the 
fighting  for  a day  and  a half. 


listening  to  the  Taliban  being 
bunted  down.  They  had  split 
into  tiny  groups.  Some  who 
had  managed  to  bide  during 
the  night  made  a run  for  it  at 
first  light.  They  were  easily- 
picked  off.  When  it  was  over, 
there  were  mounds  of  bodies. 

I went  back  to  the  bouse 
where  I bad  left  the  Taliban 
boys.  It  had  been  destroyed  by 
a rocket-propelled  grenade. 
The  walls  had  been  riddled 
with  gunfire.  When  I think  of 
the  Taliban  now,  it  is  their 
faces  I see  — men  too  young 
to  grow  a beard,  too  young  to 
remember  a time  when  Af- 
ghanistan was  not  at  war. 

I had  seen  the  Taliban  cap- 
ture and  keep  two  other  | 


cities.  Jalalabad  and  the  capi 
tal  Kabul,  last  year.  They 
yielded  to  the  Taliban  admin 
istration  without  resistance 
Mazar-i-Sharif  initially  fol 
lowed  the  pattern.  The  people 
had  really  welcomed  their 
arrival,  saying  they  were  will- 
ing to  accept  the  Taliban’s 
strict  Islamic  measures  as  the 
price  or  peace. 

But  it  is  a measure  of  the 
delicate  balancing  act  facing 
any  one  group  attempting  to 
take  over  the  whole  country 
that  one  small  breacb  of  trust 
and  respect  can  lead  to  a 
bloodbath.  And  ominously  for 
the  Taliban,  their  leaders 
show  no  sign  that  they  have 
learnt  a lesson. 
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Free  trip  to  France 
for  up  to  3 days  when 
you  bur  any  digital 
mobile  phone . 


If  you  buy  any  digital  mobile  phone  from  your 
local  BT  Shop  before  June  28.  and  connect  to 
Celiret,  we’ll  give  you  a voucher  entitling  you  and 
up  to  four  others  to  a free  ferry  trip  tc  France  any 
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time  within  the  next  year. 


With  a ranae  of  handsets  from  as  little  as 


^^disputeisnotiustaclashofpersonaiities.  It  is  also  a 

orincipled  argument  about  what  Darwinian  theory  can  tell 
us  about  the  world;  it  Is  a rather  less  principled  argument 
about  religion;  and,  finally  it  is  a gang  fight  between  a 
largely  British  team  and  a largely  American  one. 


story 


89.99.  BT  Shops'  expert  staff  can  help  you 
choose  the  phone  and  tariff  tc  best  suit  your 
needs.  Your  peace  of  mind  will  be  guaranteed  by 
our  14-day  exchange  policy  (simply  return  the 
phone  in  its  original  packaging). 

Call  into  your  nearest  BT  Shop  and  take 
advantage  of  this  exclusive  offer. 
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cellnet 


For  details  of  your  nearest  BT  Shop,  call: 


Freefone  0800  400  004 


■Subject  to  a mmunani  12  rooeflh  zutiine  Bgreamr  with  Cofl  uitaxikcu  Lnl_  c*  Occastnal  Caller  Pte  imoiUr  o^enpum  » nS)  per  month  hr  Wnrci  DUni  wim  •>  miMjf 
e»oaenhsfcri4  C&  ■qihjeq  i»mna  -Spacr  on  any  wiling  k subject  ttaraJabdn*  CalMsaremaDihiory  m night  awgjyo  (Tin  per  pmwa 
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4 BRITAIN 

Building  society  windfalls 

& Received  or  «uq»et  to  get.fveo  sharesiww-^ 


the  Guardian  Wednesday  Jm»  11189? 


Holidays,  fridges  and  cars  on  the 
shopping  list  in  building  society 

summer  Windfall.  Alan  Travis  reports  Of  those  planning  to  sell  their  shares,  nearly  a quarter  intend  to  spend  the  money  on  a holiday  photoghao-c  dqnwcPHEI 

Share  giveaway  spending  boom 

FOUR  out  of  ten  [ boom  exceeds  earlier  esti- 1 It  is  thought  that  this  is  be- 1 cent  have  received  or  expect  [ they  got  it;  55  per  cent  said  | “white  goods”  such  as  wash-  j implication.  'It  really  is  a 
households  expect  to  mates  from  the  Bank  of  Eng-  cause  significant  numbers  of  to  get  free  shares  or  bonuses  ] they  would  hang  on  to  it  all  mg  machines  (ID  per  cent);  or  j case  of  short-term  gain  fol 
get  an  average  of  land  that  between  5 and  10  per  the  poorer  people  receiving  from  the  change  in  status  of  for  the  time  being;  and  16  per  j on  buying  a car  (9  per  cent).  lowed  by  long-term  pain,*' 
£2,000  each  as  a cent  would  be  spent  and  the  them  are  pensioners  with  the  Hal  i fa*,  the  Alliance  and  cent  would  sell  only  some  I Fears  of  the  impact  of  this  claimed  a spokesman, 
result  of  the  free  rest  used  to  pay  off  debt  or  long-term  savings  policies  Leicester,  the  Norwich  Union,  shares  or  had  not  yet  made  up  boom  on  the  economy  led  to  "Once  the  sun  tan  fades 


FOUR  out  of  ten 
households  expect  to 
get  an  average  of 
£2,000  each  as  a 
result  of  the  free 
shares  bonanza  in  building 
society  and  insurance  wind- 
falls this  summer,  according 
to  a new  Guardian/TCM  opin- 
ion poU 

More  than  25  per  cent  say 
they  expect  to  sell  their 
shares  immediately,  fuelling 
a high  street  spending  boom 
on  holidays,  fridges,  cookers 
and  cars  that  could  be  worth 
more  than  £4  billion. 

The  scale  of  the  expected 


boom  exceeds  earlier  esti- 
mates from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land that  between  5 and  10  per 
cent  would  be  spent  and  the 
rest  used  to  pay  off  debt  or 
saved. 

The  new  poll  also  confirms 
speculation  that  more  of  the 
better  off—  some  48  per  cent 
— will  receive  windfall 
shares  than  those  on  below 
average  incomes,  of  whom ! 
only  30  per  cent  are  benefit- 
ing. But  the  poll  also  shows 
that  the  size  of  the  individual  I 
windfalls  — about  £2,000  — is 
roughly  the  same  across  the  , 
social  classes. 


It  is  thought  that  this  is  be- 1 
cause  significant  numbers  of 1 
the  poorer  people  receiving , 
them  are  pensioners  with 
long-term  savings  policies  I 
and  insurance  accounts. 

The  £30  billion  shares  give- 
away peaked  last  week  with 
the  conversion  of  the  Halifax 
building  society  into  a bank. 
Nearly  8 million  people 
gained  an  instant  profit  of  be- 
tween £1,500  and  £10,000.  The 
Norwich  Union  follows  the 
'•demutualisation”  road  next 
Monday,  with  the  Woolwich 
building  society  next  month. 

The  poll  shows  that  40  per 


cent  have  received  or  expect 
to  get  free  shares  or  bonuses 
from  the  change  in  status  of 
the  Halifax,  the  Alliance  and 
Leicester,  the  Norwich  Union, 
the  Woolwich,  and  the  North- 
ern Rock,  and  as  a result  of 
the  takeovers  of  Scottish  Ami- 
cable and  the  Bristol  and 
West  building  society. 

Most  will  only  get  one 
handout  but  a lucky  9 per 
cent  are  receiving  more  than 
oue  windfall  — some  as  many 
as  three  or  more.  Asked  about 
their  intentions,  some  29  per 
cent  said  they  would  sell  all 
their  allocation  as  soon  as 


they  got  it;  55  per  cent  said 
they  would  hang  on  to  it  all 
for  the  time  being;  and  16  per 
cent  would  sell  only  some 
shares  or  had  not  yet  made  up 
their  minds. 

Of  those  who  did  Intend  to 
sell,  only  one  in  eight  said 
they  intended  to  use  the 
money  to  pay  off  existing 
debts  such  as  mortgages  and 
credit  cards.  About  30.  per 
cent  said  they  would  put  it 
into  “general  savings”. 

But  the  rest  said  they  would 
spend  the  money  on  a holiday 
(23  per  cent);  on  general  liv- 
ing expenses  (25  per  cent);  on 


“white  goods”  such  as  wash- 
ing machines  (10  per  cent);  or 
on  buying  a car  (9  per  cent). 

Fears  of  the  impact  of  this 
boom  on  the  economy  led  to 
the  Bank  of  England’s  deci- 
sion to  increase  interest  rates 
last  Friday.  The  new  banks, 
particulary  the  Halifax  and 
the  Abbey  National,  raised 
their  mortgage  rates  within 
minutes  of  the  Bank's  i 
decision. 

The  Building  Societies 
Association,  representing  the  | 
remaining  “mutuals”  which 
have  not  converted  to  banks, 
were  not  slow  to  point  out  the  i 


implication.  'It  really  is  a 
case  of  short-term  gain  fol- 
lowed by  long-term  pain,” 
claimed  a spokesman. 

"Once  the  sun  tan  fades 
from  that  free  holiday,  people 
will  find  they  are  paying 
more  for  their  mortgages  and 
getting  less  interest  on  their 
savings." 

• I CM  interviewed  a random 
sample  of  1,202  adults  aged  18- 
plus  by  telephone  between 
June  6 and  7.  Interviews  were 
conducted  across  the  country 
and  the  results  have  been 
weighted  to  the  profile  of  an 
adults. 


IRA  fires  at  covert  army  vehicle 
as  plastic  bullets  withdrawn 


Duncan  Campbell  in  Belfast 
and  David  Falrhad 


THE  IRA  opened  fire  on 
an  unmarked  army  ve- 
hicle in  the  centre  of 
Londonderry  yesterday,  add- 
ing further  confusion  to  the 
talks  process  In  Northern  Ire- 
land on  its  first  anniversary. 

The  shooting  came  as  the 
Government  announced  the 
withdrawal  of  a batch  of  plas- 
tic bullets  because  they  are 
too  dangerous. 

The  shooting  of  the  under- 
cover vehicle  at  lunchtime 
yesterday  came  almost  at  the 
moment  that  talks  resumed  at 
Stormont  aver  the  issue  of  de- 
commissioning weapons.  The 
IRA  claimed  responsibility, 
suggesting  that  an  officer  had 
been  wounded,  but  both  the 
RUC  and  the  army  denied  any 
shots  had  struck  the  vehicle. 


The  Northern  Ireland  Sec- 
retary. Mb  Mowlam,  said  at 
the  end  of  the  latest  round  of 
talks  that  continued  contact 
with  Sinn  Fein  was  “depen- 
dent on  what  the  situation  on 
i the  ground  is.  What  Sinn  Fein 
has  to  realise  is  that  the  ball 
is  in  their  court" 

Ms  Mowlam  said  she  ac- 1 
cepted  that  more  progress 
1 could  have  been  made  in  the 
year  that  has  elapsed  since 
talks  began  and  that  all  par- 
ties would  have  to  move 
tester-  Commenting  on  the 
announcement  by  Lord  Gil- 
bert, the  defence  procurement 
minister,  of  the  withdrawal  of 
a batch  of  plastic  bullets 
deemed  to  be  too  dangerous, 
she  said:  "I  regret  what’s  hap- 
pened because  it  will  cause 
distrust  and  worry  In  the 
community.” 

She  accepted  that  there  was 
a likelihood  of  compensation 


rlalms  from  people  who  had 
been  hit  by  the  bullets,  but 
added:  “We  wouldn’t  have  to 
go  through  this  if  we  didn’t 
have  civil  disturbances.” 

The  RUC  fired  7.000  rounds 
of  the  bullets  last  year,  and 
the  army  fired  1,387.  They  are 
being  withdrawn  because 
they  are  found  to  travel  fester 
than  the  recommended  speed. 

Solicitor  Padraig  McDer- 
mott, who  represents  a num- 
ber of  people  injured  by  plas- 
tic bullets,  said  anyone  struck 
by  one  could  seek  compensa- 
tion from  the  chief  constable  \ 
of  the  RUC  and  the  Ministry 
of  Defence. 

“It  would  be  our  contention 
that  the  use  of  plastic  bullets 
was  unreasonable  force,”  he 
said.  “They  don’t  allow  these 
weapons  in  Britain,  but 
they're  allowed  here." 

Mark  Durkan,  the  Social 
Democratic  and  Labour  Party 


councillor  from  Londonderry 
said  at  yesterday's  talks:  “We 
don’t  believe  there’s  such  a 
thing  as  a safe  plastic  bullet.” 

Gregory  Campbell  of  the 
Democratic  Unionist  Party 
told  toe  meeting:  “It’s  an  indi- 
cation that  the  IRA  wants  it 
both  ways.  They  want  to  hold 
out  the  tantalising  possibility 
of  peace  and  still  try  to  kill 
people." 

The  technical  name  for  the 
four  inch-long  plastic  bullets 
used  in  Northern  Ireland  is 
“baton  rounds”,  because 
being  hit  by  them  is  supposed 
to  be  equivalent  to  a blow 
from  a truncheon  or  baton.  To 
meet  this  specification  they 
are  designed  to  be  fired  from 
special  guns  at  muzzle  veloc- 
ity of  no  more  than  70  metres 
per  second  (156  mph).  But 
some  of  the  rounds  were 
found  to  travel  at  up  to  76 
metres  per  second. 


Prison  girl  freed 
on  strict  terms 


Bra  makers  help 
in  war  on  cancer 


A sperm  whale  and  her  calf  in  the  Atlantic.  Hunters  can  get  £100,000 for  a mate 

Gunboat  sent  for  ‘pirates’ 


David  Ward 


ML  GIRL  aged  12  returned 
to  a children’s  home 
^^kyesterday  after  spend- 
ing six  days  on  remand  at  an 
adiilt  prison  on  toe  Isle  of 
Man. 

Last  week  a magistrate  sent 
her  to  a modem  unit  attached 
to  the  overcrowded  Victorian 
prison  in  Douglas  when  she 
refrised  to  accept  bail  condi- 
tions that  would  have  allowed 
her  to  stay  in  a children's 
home. 

After  yesterday's  hearing 
in  chambers,  a deemster,  an 
late  of  Man  judge,  agreed  the 
girl  should  get  bail.  The  con- 
ditions are  thought  to  be  that 
sftp  stays  at  the  children's 
home  and  does  not  go  out  un- 
accompanied. She  Is  due  in 
court  today  to  face  charges  of 
assault  and  criminal  damage. 

Terence  McDonald,  repre- 
senting the  girl  on  behalf  of 
social  services,  said:  “She  Is 
very  happy  and  we  are  an 
pleased.  Obviously  she  should 
never  have  been  locked  up.” 

The  island’s  director  of 


social  services.  David  Cooke, 
said:  “As  a matter  of  principle 
we  don't  want  to  see  kids  in 
I custody.  Social  services  and 
her  solicitor  put  together  a 
package  of  measures  to  allow 
her  to  return  to  the  same  resi- 
dential unit  The  home  will 
! have  more  staffs  which  win 
make  it  safer  for  her  and  the 
staff” 

The  girl  was  said  to  be  in 
moral  danger  when  she  ap- 
peared last  week.  But  she  was 
Jailed  when  she  refused  to  ac- 
cept she  should  live  at  the 
home  and  not  leave 
unaccompanied. 

The  next  day  she  returned 
to  court  but  refused  to  enter 
the  courtroom  and  was  sent 
to  the  juvenile  unit  at  the 
prison. 

The  unit  was  the  only  place  j 
available.  "We  have  very  few  1 
people  In  that  unit  and  it  Is 
empty  for  most  of  the  year,”  j 
said  Mr  Cooke.  “We  have  only  | 
23  juveniles  a year  on  the , 
island  who  re-offend,  and 
there  is  not  a major  problem. 
There  are  very  few  occasions 
when  any  Juveniles  need  to  be 
locked  up.” 


Chris  NBhlll 

Medical  Correspondent 

Lingerie  manufacturers 
yesterday  backed  a drive 
to  persuade  women  to  ex- 
amine their  breasts.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  cut  breast  cancer 
deaths, 

Rigby  and  Feller,  and  Fan- 
tasie  are  supporting  a cam- 
paign by  the  Royal  Marsden 
hospital,  London,  to  improve 
breast  awareness. 

More  than  a million  detach- 
able plastic  labels  are  to  be 
attached  to  bras  sold  by  toe 
two  firms. 

The  idea  came  from  nurs- 
ing specialist  Nikki  Burch, 
from  the  Marsden.  and  was 
launched  in  London  with  help 
from  celebrities  including  J31 
Dando  and  Diana  Moran,  toe 
EastEnders  actress  Wendy 
Richard,  who  had  breast  can- 
cer diagnosed  last  year,  and 
model  Sophie  Dahl 
Ms  Burch  said:  “Being 
breast  aware  is  a positive 
message,  as  nine  out  of  10 
breast  lumps  are  benign.  1 
thought  of  toe  idea  to  attach 


labels  to  bras  to  encourage 
more  women,  especially 
young  women,  to  be  more 
aware  of  the  need  for  regular 
breast  examination." 

The  labels  state:  “Be  breast 
aware.  Changes  to  look  and 
| feel  for  lumpy  areas,  a lump, 
dimpling,  creases,  nipple 
| changes,  nipple  discharge, 
j new  or  persistent  pain,  bv 
| crease  or  decrease  In  size. 
Check  any  of  the  above 
changes  with  your  doctor." 

The  campaign  was  also 
backed  by  Linda  McCartney, 
. who  is  recovering  from  breast 
, cancer. 

She  said:  “Breast  cancer 
can  strike  any  woman  at  any 
time. 

“It  does  not  respect  the 
young  and  healthy,  who  can 
easily  be  duped  into  believing 
i they  are  immune  from  this 
dreadful  disease. 

“Like  older  women,  they 
must  regularly  examine 
themselves  and  be  alert  to 
any  changes  In  their  breasts. 
This  won’t  prevent  then  get- 
ting the  disease,  but  it  wifi 
hugely  increase  their  chances 
of  succesfUlly  fighting  it" 


12  animals  reported 
killed  for  sale  to 
Japanese  market  in 
breach  of  ban.  Paul 
Brown  reports 

A GUNBOAT  is  being  sent 
to  try  to  catch  a group  of 
“pirates”'  killing  whales  in 
the  Atlantic  for  the  lucrative 
Japanese  market,  a British 
charity  said  yesterday. 

So  far  12  whales  have  been 
reported  killed  or  harpooned 
and  fastened  alive  to  buoys 
for  collection  by  factory  ships 
about  200  miles  west  of  the 
Azores.  The  Portuguese  gov- 
ernment is  sending  a naval 
vessel  to  Investigate  after 
reports  that  some  of  the  car- 
casses are  In  Sts  200  mile  terri- 
torial waters. 

Yesterday  the  Whale  and 
Dolphin  Conservation  Society 
(WDCS),  which  is  collating 
reports,  mainly  from  Atlantic 
yachts,  said  this  was  a serious 


breach  of  the  International 
ban  on  whaling. 

The  pirate  fleet  can  expect 
to  get  £100,000  for  the  carcass 
of  a fully  grown  male  sperm 
whale,- which  can  reach  50 
tonnes  in  weight  The  mid- 
Atlantic  ridge  off  the  Azores 
was  a traditional  hunting 
ground  for  the  sperm  whale, 
but  the  Portuguese  whaling  i 
industry  was  wound  up  in 
1985  when  the  species  became 
endangered. 

Reports  of  dead  whales 
began  to  come  in  on  May  13 
and  have  continued  since. 
There  have  been  12  separate 
sightings  of  dead  whales  with 
precise  coordinates  and  nine 
reports  of  unusual  and  very 
large  buoys  in  the  area,  with 
no  identification  marks. 
Some  of  the  dead  whales  bad 
radar  reflectors  attached  to 
I them  for  easy  location  by  the- 
I factory  ship. 

One  yacht,  Globana,  based 
in  George  Town  in  the  Cay- 
man islands,  was  sailing  from 
the  Caribbean  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean when  it  reported  un- 
identified "objects  without 
any  lights”  on  May  27  and  28. 
These  were  both  thought  to  be 


whaling  vessels  trying  to 
: avoid  Identification  by  not 
showing  navigation  lights  as 
required  by  international 
maritime  law. 

On  May  31  the  captain  of 
the  same  yacht.  Brad  De- 
Langa^  reported:  “Saw  a large 
pod  of  whales  near  the  sur- 
face. In  the  middle  of  the  pod 
there  was  a-  yellow  floating 
buoy.  When  we  approached 
the  whales  they  all  sub- 
merged. except  toe  one  near 
the  buoy.  It  appeared  to  be 
attached  to  the  buoy."  . . 

. Mr  DeLanga  believed  toe 
whale  was  still  alive,  but 
buoys  are  traditionally  used 
by  catcher  boats  that  have 
harpooned  them  until  the 
much  slower  and  larger  fac- 
tory ships  arrive. 

Sperm  whales  normally 
remain  floating  even  when 
dead  because  of  the  quantity 
of  oil  and  blubber  they 
contain. 

The  illegal  whaling,  proba- 
bly by  at  least  two  catcher 
boats  servicing  a factory  ves* , 
set,  is  taking  place  as  Japan  I 
attempts  to  get  the  ban  on  the 
international  trade  in  whale 
meat  lifted.  The  135  countries 


which  are  parties  to  five  Con- 
vention on  Trade  in  Endan- 
gered Species  (Cites)  are 
meeting  in  Harare, 
Zimbabwe. 

Among  the  proposals  spon- 
sored by  Japan  is  one  to  get 
some  species  of  whale  moved 
from  toe  banned  list  so  that 
limited  trade  can  take  place. 
Japan  currently  catches 
minke  whales  in  a “scientific 
programme”  in  the  Antarctic 
and  Pacific  and  sells  toe  mrat 
I in  the  Tokyo  fish  markets. 

DNA  testing  of  whale  meat 
from  these  Japanese  markets, 
also  reported  yesterday:  by 
New  Zealand  scientists, 
reveals  that  other  species  Jtf 
whale  are  being  sold,  notably 
tiie  protected  humpback,  fin 
and  Bryde’s  whale.  * 

Chris  Stroud,  WDCS  cam- 
paigns director,  said;  “From 
initial,  reports  this  seem?  to 
be  a big  and  well  planned 
operation.  It  appears'  that 
moves  to  open  up  commercial 
trade  in  whale  meat  at~  the 
Cites  meeting  could  be  stimu- 
lating the  pirates  to  start 
their  trade  early.” 

Society,  02  paga  12  ■ 
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77?e  leadership  challenge^ 


Some  people 

care  about  the 


company  they  keep 


Racial  equality  in  Britain  is  good  for  business 

Good  for  all  our  communities 
Good  for  the  nation 


Mark  Boteal  Director-General 

John  Hicks,  Chairman 

David  Triesman,  General  Secretary 

Eddie  George,  Governor 

Steve  Halford,  Managing  Director 

Peter  Mathison.  Chief  Executive 

John  Bin  Director-General 

Dr  Jane  Richards.  Chairman.  Representative  Body 

John  Preston.  Chairman 

Sir  Peter  Bonfieki  CBE  FEng.  Chief  Executive 

GabrieBa  One d.  Chair 

JuSa  Oeverdon,  Chief  Executive,  BfTC 

The  lord  Paul  Chairman 

CSve  Jones.  Chief  Executive 

Air  Chief  MarshaH  Sir  Richard  Johns,  KCB  CBE  CVO  ADC.  FRAes 
General  Sir  Charles  Guthrie.  GCB  LVO  QBE  ADC  Gen 
Adair  Turner,  Director-General 

Dame  Barbara  Miffs.  DB E QC  Director  of  Pubtic  Prosecutions 

Diana  Warwick,  Chief  Executive 

Michael  Bichard.  Permanent  Secretary 

Graham  R.  Mackenzie,  OBE  FEng.  Director-General 

Derek  Casey.  Chief  Executive 

Robin  Pauley  Managing  Editor 

Christine  Little,  Chief  Executive 

Admiral  Sir  Jock  5 later.  GCB  LVO  ADC 

Stephen  Crowns.  Chief  Executive 

Sir  Donald  Irvine.  CBE . President 

Perer  Cooke  Chairman 

Sir  Robin  Biggam.  Chairman 

Cathy  Berezmcki,  Chief  Executive 

Tim  MeMRe-Ross.  Director  Genoa/ 

Susan  Smith.  Chief  Executive 
Roger  Young.  Director  General 
Geoff  Armstrong.  Director  General 
RabertMaxweR.  Chief  Executive 
JartieUgon,  General  Manager 
Bnan  Briscoe.  Chief  Executive 
Dr  Phyfks  Starkey  MR  Chair 
Judith  Hun  Chief  Executive 
Gavin  Casey  Chief  Executive 
Alderman  Roger  Cork 
Professor  Tom  Cannon,  Chief  ErecuDve 
Keith  Whitson.  Chief  Executive 
Hdena  Shovehon.  Chair 
Stuart  Etheringtoo.  Chief  Executive 
Susanne  fbuprich,  Chief  Executive 
Jim  Coutier,  Chief  Executive 
Daphne  Statham.  CBE.  Director 
Tom  WyHe,  Chief  Executive 
Ptutip  Hunt  Chief  Executive 
Alan  Langtands,  Chief  Executive 
Tom  Shebbeare.  Executive  Director 
Richard  Tilt  Director-General 
.Kariene  Davis.  General  Secretary 
Christine  Hancock.  General  Secretary 
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Susan  K.  Thomas.  President 
Dr  Rose  Wheekt  Director 
AntheaMNetz  Chief  Executive 
Sr  Garry  Johnson,  Chairman 
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Association  of  British  Insurers 
Association  of  CH»f  Officers  of  Probation 
Association  of  UnhreiSfty  Teachers 
Bank  of  Btgland 
Barkers  Human  Resources  Advertising  Ltd 
Benefits  Agency 
British  Broadcasting  Corporation 
British  Medical  Association 
British  Ptionofpaphlc  Industry 
British  Telecommunications  pic 
British  Youth  Council 
Business  In  The  Coftenunity  and  Race  For  Opporhwdty 

Caparo  Groig  limited 
Carlton  Television  Limited 
Chief  of  Mr  Staff 
Chief  of  the  Defence  Staff 
CS1 

Crown  Prosecution  Service 
Committee  of  Vice-Chancellors  and  Principals 
Department  for  Education  and  Employment 
Engineering  Employers'  Federation 
English  Sports  Council 
■ - Financial  Times 

Federation  of  Recruitment  & Employment  Services 
First  Sea  Lord  and  Chief  of  Naval  Staff 
Further  Education  Development  Agency 
General  Medical  Council 
The  Housing  Corporation 
^dependent  Television  Commission 
Institute  of  Careers  Guidance 
Institute  of  Directors 
Institute  of  Employment  Consultants 
Institute  of  Management 
Institute  of  Personnel  and  Development 
King's  Field 
Levf-Strauss  (UK)  Ltd 
Local  Government  Association 
Local  Government  Information  Unit 
Local  Government  Management  Board 
London  Slodt  Exchange 
The  ML  Hon  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
Management  Charter  Initiative 
Midland  Bank  pic 
National  Association  of  Gtizero  Advice  Bureaux 
National  Council  of  Voluntary  Organisations 
National  Council  for  Voluntary  Youth  Services 
National  Housing  Federation 
National  institute  for  Social  Work 
National  Youth  Agency 
The  NHS  Confederation 
NKS  Executive 
The  prince's  That 
HM  Prison  Service 
The  Royal  College  of  Midwives 
Royal  College  of  Nursing 
Salisbury  Supermarkets  Ltd 
WH  Smith  Group  pic 
Society  of  Chief  Personnel  Officers 
SOLACE 

Teacher  training  Agency 
TEC  National  Council 
tiadas  Onion  Congress 
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Rapist  attacks  linked 


I Dec  3, 1982 
30-year-old 
abducted  white  . 
pariwig  her  car, 
taken  toe 
saduded  location 
near  dt/a  airport 
and  raped. 


Jan  3, 1983 

a&yeanoW 
abducted  white 

partong  her  car  m 

casualty  car  park 
at  Leeds  General 
Infirmary. 


) May  10, 1984 
20-yearofd 
abducted  al  knife- 
point parking  her 
enrlncfty  centra. 

9 year  gap  before 
next  known  crime 

I May  14, 1993 
23-year-old 
abducted  in  city 
centre  car  park. 


July  26, 1995 
22-year-old 

abducted  when 
returning  to  her 
car. 


National  hunt 
launched  for 
serial  rapist 


Martin  Walnwright 


A SADISTIC  rapist  who 
superglued  one  vic- 
tim’s eyelids  and 
threw  another  bound 
and  hooded  into  a canal  was 
the  target  yesterday  of  three 
police  forces  in  the  biggest 
national  appeal  since  the 
Michael  Sams  kidnap  and 
murder  inquiry. 

Every  officer  in  the  country 
is  to  see  a video  of  details 
amassed  in  the  hunt  for  a 
middle-aged  man  who  has 
struck  five  tlmaa  in  13  years 
in  cities  linked  by  the  Ml. 

Detectives  led  by  the  assis- 
tant chief  constable  of  West 
Yorkshire.  Lloyd  Clarke, 
have  been  told  that  Operation 
Lynx,  Investigating  vicious 
attacks  after  kidnappings 
from  cars  in  evenings  or 


afternoons  in  city  centre  car 
parks,  has  '‘a  duty  to  .succeed 
— a duty  to  the  victims  and  to 
all  women.” 

They  were  dealing  with 
someone  cruel  and  sadistic, 
said  Mr  Clarke,  issuing  an 
information  pof1*  aimed  at 
triggering  recognition  among 
friends,  relatives  or  col- 
leagues, or  the  man’s  partner 
or  former  wife,  whom  he 
repeatedly  mentioned  during 
the  attacks. 

Officers  in  West  Yorkshire, 
Nottinghamshire  and  Leices- 
tershire have  been  frustrated 
by  the  missing  piece  in  a jig- 
saw of  clues  drawn  from  vic- 
tims’ evidence,  dates  of 
attacks  and  the  man’s  use  of 
credit  cards  stolen  from  the 
women.  It  is  two  years  since 
the  last  assault,  ™<i  detec- 
tives are  concerned  that  he 
may  strike  again  soon.  - 


Detective  Superintendent 
Ash  Parfrement,  head  of  the 

KnfHnghnmshlrft  Section  of 

the  inquiry,  said:  “We  want 
everyone  to  take  a look  at 
what  we  know  about  him  and 
ask:  is  this  someone  I know?” 

Mr  Clarke  described  the 
man  as  white,  aged  at  least  35, 
about  5ft  8in  tall,  of  medium 
build,  with  stubble  and  brown 
or  dirty  blond  hair  at  neck  or 
collar  length.  He  spoke  with  a 
Scottish  accent,  repeating  the 
words  “lass”,  "lassie”  and 
“do  you  hear  me?” 

Police  bave  conclusively 
linimii  the  five  Incidents,  the 
first  in  Bradford  in  December 
1982  when  a woman  aged  30 
was  abducted  at  &30pm  while 
parking  behind  St  George’s 
TTaTl-  Shp  was  la  Iron  In  her  car 
fo  a country  lane  near  Leeds- 
Bradford  airport,  raped  and 
later  abandoned  an  a-garage 


forecourt  in  Leeds  when  the 
car  broke  down.  In  Leeds  the 
following  month,  a 23-year-old 
was  kidnapped  at  10pm  from 
the  general  infirmary’s  casu- 
alty car  park  and  raped  in 
another  country  lane. 

in  the  most  vicious  episode, 
the  victim  was  tied,  hooded 
and  pushed  into  the  Leeds- 
Liverpool  canal  and  jter  car 
left  burning  near  the  city  cen- 
tre. Speaking  anonymously 
on  BBCl’s  Crimewatch  UK 
last  night  the  woman 
that  when  she  managed  to 
look  out  from  the  cloth  bag 
over  her  head  “he  was  still 
standing  watching  me 
struggle  In  the  water”. 

There  was  an  abduction 
and  rape  in  Leicester  in  May 
1984  before  a long  gap  until 
May  1993,  when  a 23-year-old 
was  kidnapped  in  Notting- 
ham, raped  and  forced  Into 


the  boot  of  her  car.  The  latest 
assault  was  in  a Leeds  car 
park  In  July  1996,  where  a 22- 
year-old  was  sexually  as- 
saulted and  cut  on  the  hand 
after  fighting  off  the  man’s 
attempts  at  rape. 

Each  victim  was  initially 
told  at  knifepoint  that  the 
man  only  wanted  her  car.  In 
each  he  had  problems 
with  the  gears  while  driving. 

Mr  Clarke  issued  a list  of 
purchases  made  with  the 
women’s  credit  cards  which 
could  prompt  connections. 
“Between  December.  1982  and 
January  1983,  cards  were 
used  to  buy  a Parker  Falcon 
pen  with  a distinctive  nib  like 
Concorde's  nose,  a game 
called  Scramble  and  a Chaos 
sweatshirt  and  skirt  in 
Leeds,”  he  said.  Hie  appealed 
for  help  from  the  recipients  of 
such  gifts. 


BRITAIN  S 

Ministers 
take  control 
of  hospital 
planning 


David  Brfndla,  Social 
Sendees  Correspondent 


Assistant  chief  constable  Lloyd  Clarke  by  the  canal  where  a victim  was  dumped  tied  and  hooded  photograph  matihbhpover 


An  artist's  impression  of 
the  man  sought  by  police 


INISTERS  yester- 
day seized  control 

of  hospital  plan- 
nine  and  declared 
that  some  schemes  would  be 
shelved  in  order  to  start 
building  others  over  the  next 
18  months. 

The  return  to  Whitehall  di- 
rection of  hospital  develop- 
ment marks  not  only  an 
attempt  to  kick-start  the  trou- 
bled private  finance  initiative 
(PFI).  but  also  a clear  shift 
towards  a national  strategy 
for  change  in  health  care. 

Under  the  Conservatives, 
NHS  trusts  were  encouraged 
to  draw  up  their  own  PFI 
deals  for  expanding  or  renew- 
ing hospitals.  The  rede  of 
government  was  limited  to 
vetting  and  rubber-stamping 
deals,  irrespective  of  their  rel- 
ative merits. 

No  big  PFI  scheme  got  off 
the  ground,  however,  and  the 
hospital  building  programme 
in  effect  came  to  a halt  as  gov- 
ernment capital  funding  — 
the  alternative  route  — was 
slashed  by  almost  a quarter. 

Alan  Milburn.  the  Health 
Minister,  yesterday  told  an 
invited  audience  of  contrac- 
tors, bankers,  health  manag- 
ers and  union  leaders  that 
Labour  aimed  to  be  building 
hospitals  within  months. 

' Two  PFI  schemes,  in  Nor- 
wich and  Dartford,  Kent, 
would  start  as  soon  as  royal 
assent  was  received  for  the 
b01  being  rushed  through 
Parliament  to  clarify  trusts’ 
power  to  sign  deals  with  the 
private  sector. 

Some  35  other  becalmed  PFI 
schemes,  excluding  those  In 
London  which  were  under  a 
separate  review  of  the  capi- 
tal’s health  care  needs,  would 
be  assessed  by  foe  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  some  put 
on  a test  track,  but  the  others 
halted. 

The  schemes  would  be  eval- 
uated against  three  criteria: 
how  ter  negotiations  had  pro- 
gressed: how  suited  they  were 
to  the  PFI  approach;  and.  the 
“key  driver”,  how  much  they 
were  needed  in  local  and 


national  contexts.  Evaluation 
results  would  be  published  by 
the  end  of  this  month. 

Schemes  selected  for  the  go- 
ahead  would  be  set  fixed  time- 
tables, requiring  building  to 
start  within  18  months,  and 
would  be  cancelled  if  they  Cell 
behind  or  if  planned  costs 
started  to  exceed  budget. 

Shelved  schemes  would 
return  to  the  start  of  the  plan- 
ning process,  competing 
either  again  for  PFI  approval 
or  for  government  capital. 
“Being  brutal,  there  are  some 
people  In  this  room  who  at 
the  end  of  the  process  will  be 
left  disappointed,”  the  minis- 
ter said. 

Central  control  of  the  devel- 
opment programme  is  no  tem- 
porary expedient,  however,  as 
in  future  all  hospital  schemes 
— whether  PFI  or  public- 
ftinded — will  be  assessed  and 


‘Being  brutal,  there 
are  some  people 
who  will  be  left 
disappointed’ 


prioritised  by  an  NHS  execu- 
tive committee. 

Philip  Hunt,  director  of  the 
NHS  Confederation,  which 
represents  trusts  and  health 
authorities,  welcomed  the 
move. 

He  said:  “It  looks  as  if  we 
are  getting  some  national, 
strategic  direction,  which  is 
much  needed  If  we  are  going 
to  modernise  the  health 
service.” 

Mr  Milburn  also  announced 
that  the  Government  would 
not  oppose  the  privatisation 
of  support  services  within 
PFI  deals,  though  clinical  ser- 
vices would  be  protected  and 
officials  were  working  on  a 
definition  of  the  dividing  line. 
• One  in  two  NHS  managers 
thinks  patients  should  pay 
towards  some  hospital  ser- 
vices, a survey  today 
indicates. 

Forty  per  cent  think  there 
should  be  a contribution 
towards  the  treatment  of  self- 
inflicted  injuries. 
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Prelude  to  EU  summit 


Diplomacy  seeks  to  avert  paralysis 


• Frantic  hunt  for  compromise 
on  euro  ahead  of  Amsterdam 

• Workers  in  France  demand  link 
between  single  currency  and  jobs 

• Jospin  to  overturn  ‘Fortress 
Europe’  policies  of  predecessor 


Stephen  Bates  In 
Strasbourg  and 
Julie  Wolf  In 


UROPE’S  leaders 
began  a frantic 
round  of  negotia- 
tions yesterday  to 
rescue  an  agree- 
ment on  rules  for  the  single 
currency  In  time  to  prevent  it 
disrupting  next  week’s  Am- 
sterdam summit 
Intense  diplomatic  activity 
followed  the  new  French  gov- 
ernment’s demand  for  a reor- 
dering of  the  stability  pact 
which  is  intended  to  regulate 
member  states’  conduct  of 


their  economic  policies  once 
the  euro  has  been  adopted.  ' 

If  the  pact  is  not  endorsed 
as  planned  the  inter-govern- 
mental treaty  reforming  the 
European  Union,  which  is 
also  due  to  be  signed,  may 
have  to  be  delayed,  deepening 
Europe's  apparent  paralysis. 

Germany  has  demanded 
strict  adherence  to  the  previ- 
ously agreed  rules,  which  pre- 
scribe heavy  fines  for  mem- 
ber states  if  they  nm 
excessive  budget  deficits. 
The  Socialist  government  in 
France  now  wants  to  relax 
fhtg  so  that  job  creation  and 
growth  can  be  included. 

. Jacques  San  ter,  president 


of  the  European  Commission, 
is  to  meet  both  President  Jac- 
ques Chirac  and  Lionel  Jos- 
pin, France’s  new  prime  min- 
ister. in  Paris  tomorrow  in  an 
attempt  to  sell  them  a com- 
promise which  would  allow 
the  French  to  agree  the  stabil- 
ity pact 

Mr  Santer  said  In  Stras- 
bourg last  night  "I  am  sure 
the  treaty  will  be  signed." 

Any  compromise  is  likely 
to  be  based  on  emphasising 
the  need  to  co-ordinate 
national  economic  policies 
and  a resolution  fleshing  out 
fop  commitments  to  job  cre- 
ation made  in  the  Maastricht 
treaty  six  years  ago. 


It  hug  emerged  that  the  Ger- 
man finance  minister.  Tbeo 
Walgel,  threatened  the 
French  at  Monday's  meeting 
of  economics  - ministers  in 
Luxembourg  that  if  they 
refused  to  adhere  to  the  exist- 
ing terms  of  the  pact  there 
would  be  no  deal  at 
Amsterdam. 

That  would  be  a political  di- 
saster for  tiie  EU.  While.  It 
may  not  come  to  that  the  EU 
leaders  began  talking  for  the 
first  time  yesterday  about  a 
fall-back  position. 

It  would  allow  limited  post- 
ponement an  agreement  on 
the  stability  pact  until  the  Jo- 
spin government  presents  its 


economic  plans  to  the 
national  assembly  on  June  19, 
alter  the  summit,  and  possi- 
bly postponement  of  the  sign- 
ing of  the  treaty  until  later  in 
the  month  as  welL 

In  Paris,  President  Chirac 
met  Wim  Kok,  the  Dutch 
prime  minister  and  host  of 
next  week's  summit  while  In 
Strasbourg  the  EtFs  declining 
hand  or  rightwing  Christian 
Democrat  leaders,  led  by 
Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl  of 
Germany,  met  to  try  to  sal- 
vage their  strategy  for  the 
euro. 

Denis  Summon  in  Berlin 
adds : Bonn  indicated  yester- 
day that  it  is  prepared  to 


abandon  Us  opposition  to  in- 
corporating a Jobs  Chapter  tn 
the  revised  Maastricht  treaty. 
The  foreign  minister,  Elm* 
Kinkel,  suggested  thJrt  ii 
would  not  oppose  therijajpw 
as  long  as  it  cud  not  Involve  *: 

job-creation  programed, 
whirh  needed  EU  funding,  ' 

The  opposition  JSocfal  Dfe**- 
ocrats  threatened  yesterday 
to  use  their  majority  in  par- 
liament to  block  ratification 
of  the  new  treaty  unless  it  in- 
cluded a jobs  chapter. 

Members  of  the  ruling: 
Christian  Democrats  indi- 
cated their  willingness  to 
drop  opposition  -to  the 
chapter. 


Unions 
hold 
Jospin 
to  jobs 
pledge 


Paul  Wi 


In  Paris 


ye  BOOT  40,000  trade  union 
demonstrators  marched 
# Iforoagh  Paris  yesterday 
to  increase  pressure  on  the 
Socialist-led  government  to 
refuse  the  introduction  of  a 
single  European  currency 
until  it  is  accompanied  by  vig- 
orous measures  to  create  jobs. 

Within  hours  of  the  demon- 
stration ending,  Jacques 
Chirac,  the  Gaullist  presi- 
dent, said  the  leftwing  gov- 
ernment was  right  to  demand 
a stronger  social  content  to 
the  single  currency. 

After  meeting  the  Dutch 
prime  minister,  Wlm  Kok,  Mr 
Chirac  said  he  wanted  the 
coming  European  Union  sum- 
mit in  Amsterdam  to  approve 
the  stability  pact  on  budget 
restrictions  but  also  agree  on 
social  and  economic  policies, 
“on  which  the  French  govern- 
ment has  rightly  placed  the 
accent”. 

Mr  Chirac's  reinforcement 
of  a rethink  on  the  single  cur- 
rency will  be  seen  as  a crack 
in  the  Paris-Bonn  axis  which 
set  up  the  stability  pact  in 
Dublin  last  year. 

Yesterday’s  march  was  a 
strong  warning  that  French 
unions  will  not  accept  budget 
austerity  and  expect  the  new 
prime  minister,  Lionel  Jos- 
pin, to  stick  to  his  campaign 
promises  to  increase  spend- 
ing on  job  creation. 

Since  the  autumn  of  1995, 
when  much  of  the  country 
was  paralysed  by  public  sec- 
tor strikes  against  welfare 
cuts,  the  unions  have  been 


Forty  thousand  French  trade  unionists  march  behind  a banner  reading  “Europe  for  Employment1  in  Paris  yesterday 


more  aggressive  and  united 
than  at  any  time  in  recent 
years  and  they  show  no  signs 
of  lessening  their  protests  be- 
cause of  the  leftwing  parlia- 
mentary victory. 

Anti-EMU  banners  were 
carried  by  leaders  of  the  Com- 
munist-led CGT,  which  has 
been  encouraged  by  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  the  Citi- 
zens’ Movement  — both  mem- 
bers of  the  government 
coalition  — to  press  for  the 
estimated  £5  billion  it  will 
need  to  meet  its  job  creation 
promises,  even  if  this  under- 


mines the  Euro  deadline. 

Even  though  the  left  now 
has  a dear  majority  in  the 
national  assembly,  Mr  Jospin 
is  expected  to  act  by  decree  to 
fiilfil  promises  on  other  eco- 
nomic questions,  ind  tiding  a 
big  increase  in  tfa*>  minimum 
wage. 

During  the  election  cam- 
paign. he  promised  to  help  fi- 
nance 700,000  jobs  for  young 
people,  half  of  them  in  the 
public  sector  and  the  rest  in 
private  industry.  He  win  out- 
line his  methods  on  June  19 
in  a general  policy  speech  to 


parliament,  but  can  expect  an 
upsurge  in  trade  union  pro- 
tests if  he  goes  back  on  his 
promises. 

Between  tojHevel  talks  this 
week,  he  will  meet  leaders  of 
all  the  big  trade  unions  sepa- 
rately to  hear  their  views  on 
job  creation,  monetary  union 
and  an  end  to  a wage  freeze  in 
the  public  sector.  The  seven 
public  sector  unions  have  not 
drawn  up  a joint  policy  but 
some  want  compensation  for 
the  freeze  introduced  In 
autumn  1995. 

By  the  time  he  meets  the 


tmtons.  Mr  Jospin  will  know 
whether  Tony  Blair  Is  ready 
to  support  the  French  stance 
on  a stogie  currency  and  defy 
Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl’s  de- 
mands to  stick  to  the  stability 
pact  on  budget  restrictions. 

Opposition  10  the  French 
government’s  plans  on  the 
single  currency  has  been  seri- 
ously weakened  by  a revolt  in 
tiie  Gaullist  RPR  since  the  di- 
sastrous snap  election  last 
week,  when  the  right  lost 
more  than  200  seats.  Presi- 
dent Chirac  sacked  his  prime 
minister,  Alain  JuppS,  but 


>ia 


Czech  leader  wins  key 
vote  but  crisis  mounts 


tan  Traynor  In  Prague 


THE  Czech  prime  minis- 
ter, Vaclav  Klaus,  prom- 
ised more  belt-tighten- 
ing last  night  after  surviving 
a vote  of  confidence  in  his 
year-old  government  by  the 
sUramest  of  margins. 

Mr  Klaus  won  the  vote  by 
101-99  in  a lower  house  ses- 
sion attended  by  all  200  MPs. 
He  said  he  realised  the  “seri- 


ousness of  the  situation”  and 
vowed  to  “take  measures  that 
will  be  quite  unpopular”  to 
an  attempt  to  reverse  a wors- 
ening economic  crisis. 

He  agreed  to  the  confidence 
vote  after  weeks  of  paralysis 
in  his  three-party  coalition 
government  and  amid  a rap- 
idly deteriorating  economic 
situation  that  brought  a 
10  per  cent  devaluation  of  the 
national  currency. 

Despite  winning  the  vote  by 


Clydesdale  Bank  PLC 
Notice  of  Tailored  Personal 
Loan  - Variable  Rate  Changes 

Clydesdale  Bank  announce  the  following  rate 
changes  from  9th  June  1997. 


Variable  Personal  Loans 

£ Band 

New  Rate 

Dated  on  and  after 

500-3000 

17.25% 

08/05 197 

3001-6000 

15-25% 

6001-9000 

13.25% 

9001-12000 

13.25% 

12001-15000 

1250% 

Dated 

500-2000 

16.75% 

26/04/95-27/01/97 

2001-5000 

14-75% 

5001-15000 

12.75% 

Dated 

500-3000 

16.75% 

28/01/97-07/05/9? 

3001-6000 

14.75% 

6001-9000 

12.75% 

9001-12000 

12.75% 

12001-15000 

12.00% 

Clydesdale  Bank 

securing  the  support  of  a 
single  independent  MP,  Mr 
Klaus  still  Daces  a credibility 
crisis  and  senior  politicians 
said  last  night’s  respite  would 
be  short  lived. 

. "The  chances  of  this  gov- 
ernment surviving  long  are 
less  than  spectacular,"  a key 
coalition,  politician  said. 

In  addition  to  the  worsen- 
ing economic  crisis,  which 
led  him  to  announce  £350  mil- 
lion of  Anther  spending  cuts 
yesterday  — a bigger  auster- 
ity drive  was  announced  two 
months  ago — Mr  Klaus  faces 
an  incipient  rebellion  in  his 
party  and  by  his  two  coalition 
partners. 

The  opposition  social  demo- 
crats, led  by  MHos  Zeman,  are 
running  comfortably  ahead  of 
Mr  Klaus’s  rightwing  Civic 
Democratic  Party  in  the  polls. 
The  prime  minister  has  to 
contend  also  with  discreet  op- 
position from  the  popular 
president.  Vaclav  Havel- 

Regional  leaders  in  Mr 
Klaus’s  party  believe  the 
strong-minded  prime  minis- 
ter has  become  a liability  and 
that  they  would  have  a better 
chance  of  retaining  power 
with  aq  new  leader. 

Senior  coalition  members 
warned  that  the  political  in- 
fighting could  trigger  a bigger 
economic  and  currency  crisis 
by  hindering  reform  efforts. 

Mr  Klaus  admitted  that  he 
had  contributed  to  the  wors- 
ening political  and  economic 
climate  since  winning  a 
second  term  a year  ago. 

“The  government  knows 
this  unstable  situation  must 
not  continue,”  he  told  parlia- 
ment. “It  is  necessary  to 
break  this  vicious  circle 
when  economic  problems 
breed  political  instability  and 
public  concern  and  this  insta- 
bility and  tear  bring  about 
more  economic  problems.” 


Moscow  caught  in  middle 
as  Caucasian  foes  clash 


David  Hurst  In 


PEACE  talks  between 
Georgia  and  the  break- 
away state  of  Abkhazia 
were  close  to  collapse  last 
night,  just  weeks  before  the 
mandate  of  the  Russian  peace- 
keeping forces  separating  the 
two  sides  Is  due  to  expire.  It  Is 
feared  that  a second  and 
bloodier  round  of  fighting 
could  break  out  in  the  former 
Black  Sea  resort 
Four  years  ago  Russian- 
backed  Abkhaz  fighters  de- 
feated Georgian  forces,  leav- 
ing 10,000  people  dead,  and 
more  than  360,000  refugees 
returned  to  Georgia. 

The  unrecognised  president 
of  Abkhazia.  Vladislav  Ard- 
ztoba.  left  Moscow  empty- 
handed  yesterday,  having 
pleaded  with  the  Russians  to 
keep  2J50Q  paratroopers  in 
place  on  the  volatile  frontier 
zone  by  the  Inguri  river. 

One  of  the  Russian  media- 
tors at  the  talks,  Gennady  ni- 
shev,  stud:  “We  have  almost 
reached  a cul-de-sac  in  the  ne- 
gotiations, because  neither 
side  is  willing  to  compromise. 
They  don’t  even  want  to 
compromise." 

Officially  Russia's  mandate 
expires  cox  July  31,  but  Mr  fo- 
shev  said  the  troops  might  be 
pulled  out  earlier  if  the  secu- 
rity situation  deteriorated. 

A week  of  belllgersit  state- 
ments by  the  two  sides  fol- 
lowed a resolution  by  the 
Georgian  parliament  in  Tbi- 
lisi calling  for  the  Russian 
force’s  withdrawal  if.  Moscow 
refuses  to  guarantee  the  secu- 
rity of  Georgian  refugees 
returning  to  their  looted 

Both  sides  are  rattling  their 
sabres.  The  Georgian  leader, 
Eduard  Shevardnadze,  said 
last  month  it  would  be  “sui- 


cide" for  100,000  Abkhazians 
to  take  on  Georgia's  “rebuilt" 
armed  forces. 

His  relationship  with  Mos- 
cow further  deteriorated  on 
Monday,  when  he  claimed 
that  Georgia  should  have 
received  a share  ctf  the  former 
Soviet  Black  Sea  fleet  in  the 
settlement  Russia  reached 

with  Ukraine  10  days  ago. 

The  Abkhazians,  for  their 
part,  have  been  threatening  to 


bolster  their  forces  with  the 
Chechen  battalion  under  the 
banner  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federation of  Peoples  of  the 
Caucausus,  which  played  a 
significant  part  in  the  defeat 
of  Georgian  forces  four  years 
ago. 

The  president  of  the  confed- 
eration. Yusup  SoBlambetov, 
said  yesterday  that  they  were 
ready  to  send  “volunteers" 
into  Abkhazia  if  the  Russians 
Pulled  out  He  said  there  was 
no  shortage  of  fighters  willing 
to  come  to  Abkhazia’s 


Russia  can  close  the  ' land, 
border  at  the  coast,  but  it  can- 
not seal  the  mountainous  bor- 
der between  Abkhazia  and. 
the  volatile  states,  in  the  north 
Caucausus.  . - • . ' 


The  crisis  is  the  first  in  the 
Caucausus  since  the  ignomin- 
ious defeat  of  Russian  forces 
in  Chech  enia,  and  it  has  been 
heavily  influenced  by  it  At 
first  Mr  Shevardnadze  hoped 
to  use  Russia’s  refusal  to  ac- 
quiesce to  Chechen  la’s  claims 
of  independence  as  a model 
for  Ms  rdtasal  to  consider  Ab- 
khazia as  anything  more  than 
an  autonomous  region  of 
Georgia,  the  region’s  status 
before  Georgian  forces  were 
ousted. 

But  Russia's  reaZpolitik  and 
its  recently  negotiated  peace 
treaty  with  the  Chechen  pres- 
ident, Aslan  Maskhadov, 
proved  a poisoned  chalice  for 
Mr  Shevardnadze.  After  the 
Russian  deal  with  the  Che- 
chens the -Abkhazians  de- 
manded Georgia  accept  the 


consequences  of  military  de- 
feat and  start  negotiating. 

The  talks  broke  down  yes- 
terday over  one  article  of  a 
Russian  document  paving  the 
way  for  a general  peace 
treaty.  The  article  dealt  with 
Abkhazia’s  political  status. 

The  Abkhazians  are  offer- 
ing talks  on  a confederation 
in  which-  their  statelet  and 
Georgia,  would  appear  as 
equal  sovereign  partners.  ft 
will  only  consider  the  mass 
return  of  Georgian  refugees 
when  Tbilisi  recognises  its  de 
facto  independence 

The  Georgians  insist  on  a 
unitary  state,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  talk . only  about 
degrees  of  autonomy  for  Ab- 
khazia. It  says  the  refugees 
must  be  allowed  to  return  be- 
fore a settlement  can  be  made. 

Passions  spilled  over  yes- 
terday in  a Russian  pariia- 
m Rotary  public  hearing  at 
which  the  representatives  of 
Georgian  refugees  heckled 
and  barracked  Russian  and 
Abkhaz,  speakers,  calling 
them  “ ’ 


Paris  reverses 
rightwing  stand 
on  immigration 


Paul  Webster  In  Parts 


PHOTOGRAPH:  PASCAL  ROSSK3NOL 

now  faces  a challenge  from 
the  former  labour  minister 
and.  anti-Maastricht  cam- 
paigner Philippe  S£guin,  who 
was  elected  the  RPR  parlia- 
mentary leader  yesterday. 

Although  Mr  Sgguto  has 
dropped  his  outright  rejection 
of  Maastricht,  his  socially-ori- 
ented policy  resembles  the 
government’s,  malting  tt  even 
more  difficult  for  Mr  Chirac 
to  follow  Mr  Kohl's  line  on 
tha  gingte  currency. 


FORTY  thousand  illegal 
immigrants  and  politi- 
cal refugees  are  to  get 
resident  permits  as  the  new 
Social Ist-Ied  government 
moves  to  overturn  anti-immi- 
gration measures  taken  by 
foe  Gaullist  former  interior 
minister  Jean-Louis  Defart. 

The  move  runs  contrary  to 
the  “Fortress  Europe"  men- 
tality underlying  foe  Maas- 
tricht project  rejected  by  foe 
French  electorate  last  month. 
In  Us  sharp  contrast  to  atti- 
tudes to  immigration  in  Ger- 
many and  Britain,  this  is  an 
indication  of  new  thinking 
which  will  have  to  be  ab- 
sorbed by  other  European 
governments. 

The  prime  minister,  Lionel 
Jospin,  announced  the 
nhangwi  to  Ababacar*  Diop, 
leader  of  a protest  march  by 
sans-papiers,  mostly  Africans 
who  have  been  refused  rights 
because  of  official  obstruc- 
tion. The  meeting  between  Mr 
Jospin  and  Mr  Diop  ended  a 
15-month  struggle  that  in- 
cluded last  August’s  occupa- 
tion of  the  Saint  Bernard 
Church  in  Paris,  when  celeb- 
rities such  as  actress  Emman- 
ueQe  B6art  backed  the  hunger 
strikers.-  . 

Mr  Jospin’s  decision  was  a 
public  rejection  of  racist 
National  Front  doctrines 
which  pushed  the  previous 
conservative  government  to 
seek  electoral  popularity  fay 
harassing  Immigrant,  many 
of  whom  had  settled  in  France 
years  ago.  - - 

Riot  police  were  used  to 
break  up  their  protests,  in- 
cluding the  occupation  of 
Saint  Bernard. 

An  order  has  been,  given  to 
the  Parisian  and  provincial 
authorities  to  accelerate  the 
granting  of  residence  papers 
to . families  and  Individuals 
which  comply  with  one  of  six 
conditions.  The  conditions 
wffl  favour  families  already 


well  integrated  Into  tha. 
French  way  of  life  who  have  ■ 
expressed  foe  wish  to  be. 
naturalised. 

Partners  at  French  people 
or  legal  immigrants  and 
parents  of  children  bom  in 
France  were  also  high  on  foe' 
list  for  emergency  registrar 
tion.  Other  categories  lnduef 
political  refugees  in  danger  if 
they  were  returned  to  their 
countries  of  origin,  foreigners 
receiving  costly  medical 
treatment,  and  students. 

Officials  estimated  that  the 
number  of  beneficiaries 
would  be  between  20JXW  and 
40,000.  They  said  the  mea- 
sures were  not  intended  to 
repeat  foe  generalised  regu- 
larlsation  of  illegal  immi- 
grants that  took  place  in  1982. 


The  French  people 
had  understood 
that  immigrants 
wanted  to  settle 


About  132,000  settlers  were 
given  residence  papers  by  a 
previous  Socialist  government 

An  official  said  that  each 
case  would  be  examined  indi- 
vidually as  part  of  a.  transi- 
tional initiative  until  legisla- 
tion was  reformed  during  a 
parliamentary  debate  in  the 
autumn.  - • 

He  confirmed  that  a media- 
tor would  be  appointed  to  sort 
out  contested  cases. 

Mr  Diop  said  the  decision 
was  an  act  of  camxnonsense 
but  the  sans-papiers  owed 
their  victory  to  the  support  of 
French  people  who  had  at  last 
understood  that  immigrants 
really  wanted  to  settle. 

One  of  the  protesters’  nego- 
tiators, Stephane  Hessel,  said 
the  decision  was  foe  least  that 
could  be  dona  by  politicians 
who  had  stood  by  powerless 
during  the  "ridiculous 
actions  of  Mr  Defare”. 


If  you  missed  a copy  of  the 
no  refuge  supplement, 
please  write  to: 

Karen  Sherlock. 

Amnesty  International, 
British  Section. 

99-119  Rosebery/ Avenue. 
London.  EC1R4RE;  or  call 
0171  814  6200 
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WORLD  NEWS  7 


Efforts  are 
under  way  to 
revive  plans 
for  a referendum 
on  the  fate  of 
Western  Sahara. 
UN  officials  have 
grown  impatient 
with  the  former 
Spanish  colony’s 
protracted 
dispute 

Ian  Black 

examines  the 
desert  impasse 


King  Hassan  repeats  the  Moroccan  claim  that  the  Polisario  Front  is  an  Algerian  creation  in  a cartoon  (top)  about  the  dispute.  Once  a credible  fighting  force  (above),  the  movement  now  has  no  military  muscle 

ds  shift  in  a forgotten  war 


UNITED  NATIONS 
efforts  to  end  one 
of  the  world’s  most 
intractable  territo- 
rial disputes,  over 
the  Western  Sahara,  have 
been  moved  to  London  today 
In  the  hope  that  the  United 
States'  toughest  diplomatic 
operator  can  cajole  the  par- 
ties into  a deal. 

James  Baker,  the  former 
secretary  of  state,  meets  the 
foreign  ministers  of  Morocco, 
Algeria,  Mauritania  and  the 
Polisario  Front  for  two  days  ! 
of  “proximity  talks”  to  revive  j 
the  long-dormant  plans  for  a 1 
referendum  on  the  former 
Spanish  colony. 

Mr  Baker  — now  the  UN 
special  envoy  on  the  Western 
Sahara  issue  — will  explore 
how  to  end  the  impasse  over 


giving  Sahrawis  a choice  be- 
tween independence  and  inte- 
gration into  Morocco. 

Public  pressure  will  be  neg-  I 
ligi hie;  Moroccans  of  all  polit- 
ical hues  back  King  Hassan  in  J 
flwnamtinp  sovereignty  over ; 
the  barren  but  phosphate-rich 
territory,  while  Polisario  is  a 
one-party,  exiled  liberation 
movement  with  no  military 
muscle  and  Uttle  interna- 
tional support 

Kofi  Annan,  the  UN  secre- 
tary-general, is  impatient 
with  the  protracted  dispute, 
although  no  blood  has  been 
shed  since  a ceasefire  came 
into  effect  in  1991  and  a UN 
mission  for  the  referendum, 
Minurso,  was  set  up. 

But  the  conflict  remains  a 
source  of  regional  instability 
while  the  Sahrawis  live  off  In- 


ternational aid  and  in  misery 
in  south-western  Algeria, 
along  with  a few  hundred 
Moroccan  prisoners  kept  as 

bargaining  chips 
Mr  Baker's  brief  is  to  se- 
cure agreement  on  who 
should  be  eligible  to  vote  in  a 


Despite  Mlnurso’s  concilia- 
tion efforts,  the  sides  have 
been  unable  to  agree  on  pro- 
cedures for  identifying  poten- 
tial voters.  The  process  was 
suspended  a year  ago,  to  sus- 
picion that  neither  side  really 
wanted  to  go  ahead. 


Polisario  insists  that  the 
referendum  must  go  ahead 
“The  only  solution  is  to 
respect  the  principle  of  self 
determination,"  said  the 
movement’s  UN  representa- 
tive, Bukhari  Ahmed. 

‘"This  is  a problem  of  decol- 


Afthough  no  blood  has  been  shed  since  a ceasefire  took  effect 
in  1 991 , the  conflict  remains  a source  of  regional  instability 


referendum  on  the  desert's 
fbture:  just  the  74,000  people 
included  in  the  last  Spanish 
census  — held  a year  before 
the  Moroccan  takeover  in 
1975  — as  favoured  by  Poli- 
sario, or  the  additional 
120.000  Morocco  says  are  of 
Saharan  origin. 


“Polisario  has  to  give  up  its 
absolute  insistence  on  inde- 
pendence,” a Western  diplo- 
mat said  yesterday.  And  on 
the  Moroccan  side  they  will 
have  to  accept  that  Polisario 
will  need  a level  of  autonomy 
beyond  what  the  Moroccans 
currently  think  is  acceptable.”  | 


onisation.  Moroccan  talk  of  a 
forgotten  war  is  Just  intended 
to  spread  confusion  in  the  in- 
ternational community.” 

Hope  of  a settlement  rose 
last  winter  when.King  Hassan 
made  a speech  tha)  was  con- 
ciliatory towards  Polisario, 
although  he  indicated  that  Sa- 


haran independence  would 
not  be  discussed. 

Mr  Baker,  who  cobbled 
together  the  Gulf  war  coali- 
tion against  Iraq  and  bull- 
dozed reluctant  Arabs  and  Is- 
raelis to  the  negotiating  table 
afterwards,  described  the  Sa- 
hara situation  as  “very  tough 
but  not  hopeless”  after  visit- 
ing the  region  In  April. 

Folisario’s  low  morale  and 
lack  of  support  may  be  his 
best  card:  Algeria  is  pre- 
occupied with  its  vicious  in- 
ternal war,  while  Morocco 
has  won  hearts  and  minds  in 
foe  Sahara  by  freeing  prison- 
ers, Investing  in  infrastruc- 
ture and  buying  off  tribal 
elders. 

And  the  international  envi- 
ronment ha*  rhangwt  with 
the  end  of  the  cold  war,  foe 


appearance  of  “moderation" 
on  Morocco's  part,  and  a loss 
of  interest  by  the  70  countries 
which  still  recognise  the 
ghostly  “Saharan  Arab  Dem- 
coratic  Republic”  and 
regional  bodies  like  the 
Organisation  of  African 
Unity. 

Mr  Annan  has  made  it  clear 
that  the  UN’s  patience  is  not 
indefinite,  and  Mr  Baker  — 
more  used  to  wielding  sticks 
than  offering  carrots  — will 
repeat  the  point 

Minurso’s  mandate  has 
been  extended  until  Septem- 
ber and  the  parties  are 
being  urged  to  “demonstrate 
the  political  will  to  overcome 
the  existing  stalemate  and 
find  an  acceptable  solution”. 

Beyond  that  the  future  is 
unclear. 
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Death  comes  with  a smile  and  a song 


Mark  Tran  fat  New  Yorit 

JAZZ  fans  with  a taste 
for  the  macabre  can 
now  bay  a compact 
disc  released  by  Jack  Kev- 
orkian. nicknamed  "Dr 
Death”  because  of  his  vocal 
advocacy  of  assisted 
suicide. 

The  Jazz  CD,  called  Kev- 
orkian Suite:  A Very  Still 
Life,  contains  dirge-like 
instrumentals  — most  of 
them  original  compositions. 

Titles  include  Whisper- 
ing, Came  Violets,  In 
Strange  Loops,  August  To 
Amber  and  Fnguetta  Caf- 
feine. They  feature  Dr  Kev- 


orkian playing  flute  and 
organ  accompanied  by  the 
Morpheus  Quartet. 

The  verdict  from  one 
reviewer  was  “generally 
Ustenable,  but  no  one  is  go- 
ing to  accuse  Dr  Death  of  a 
killer  performance”. 

A sticker  on  the  CD  says 
9*  from  every  disc  sold  will 
go  towards  the  building  of 
Dr  Kevorkian’s  first  “path- 
o lysis”  clinic,  which  he  de- 
scribes as  a “safe  haven  for 
doctor-assisted  suicide”.  He 
hopes  to  supervise- a chain 
of  such  safe  havens  across 
the  United  States. 

Having  helped  at  least  40 
people  commit  suicide.  Dr 
Kevorkian  spends  consider- 


able amounts  of  time  in  the 
courts  and  is  on  trial  this 
week  In  Michigan  for  alleg- 
edly helping  a woman  with 
multiple  sclerosis  kill  her- 
self last  August. 

But  in  between  assisting 
suicides  and  his  courtroom 
appearances,  he  has  found 
time  not  only  to  compose 
jazz  scores  but  to  record  a 
CD.  His  company.  Lucid 
Subjazz,  has  released  5,000 
copies  of  A Very  Still  life,  i 
and  plans  a wider  release. 

“Bet  you  never  knew  that 
the  man  they  call  Dr  Death 
is  a huge  fan  of  Benny 
Goodman  and  Artie  Shaw, 
or  that . the  tune  Celery 
Stalks  At  Midnight  can  al- 


ways be  counted  on  to  make 
me  smile,”  Dr  Kevorkian 
writes  an  the  liner  notes. - 

“The  prosecutors  would 
be  Justified  in  coming  after 
my  musical  efforts  with 
any  of  these  men,  but  I 
think  you  may  find  echoes 
of  most  of  my  musical 
heroes  in  these  works.” 

Dr  Kevorkian  wrote  11  of 
the  12  tracks.  “The  thing  I 
hope  the  world  will  say 
about  me  years  from  now  is 
that  I was  a physician  who 
helped  relieve  human  suf- 
fering,” he  says  on  the  CD. 

“Music  has  often  soothed 
me  — and  I hope  thfese , 
works  will  make  yon 1 
smile." 


Mexican  electorate  prepares 
to  navigate  uncharted  waters 


A.defeat  for  the  ruling  party  in  the  battle  for 
congress  on  July  6 would  have  a profound 
impact  on  the  political  landscape,  writes 
Phil  Gunson  in  Mexico  City 


Ruling  on  same  sex  harassment 


Martin  WaOcer 
tn  Washington 


JM  FTER  claims  by  an  oil 
worker  that  he  was 
^^mhreatened  with  rape  by 
his  foreman  and  two  fellow 
workers  on  an  offshore  rig  in 
the  Golf  of  Mexico,  foe  US  su- 
preme court  Is  to  resolve  foe 
tangled  issue  of  whether  gay 
sexual  harassment  exists  in 
law. 

Legal  opinion  has  been 
sharply  divided.  Joseph 
Oncale’s  case  against  his  em- 
ployers, Sundowner  Offshore 
Services,  was  dismissed  last 


year  by  the  federal  court  and 
the"  court  erf  appeals  in  New 
Orleans,  which  ruled  that 
there  could  only  be  sexual 
harassment  between  the 
sexes. 

But  in  a separate  case  a St 
Louis  court  ruled  last  year 
that  gender  was  Immaterial 
in  sexual  harassment  And 
courts  in  Cincinnati  and  j 
Richmond  have  complicated 
matters  further  by  ruling  that 
sexual  harassment  laws  can  1 
apply  when  a heterosexual 
man  is  thrMfBnad  With  “a 
hostile  work  environment” 
by  homosexuals. 

The  resulting  confusion  has 


in  effect  forced  foe  supreme 
court  to  intervene  and  make  a 
definitive  ruling. 

The  Clinton  administration 
has  urged  foe  supreme  court 
to  uphold  a 1981  internal  rul- 
ing by  the  Equal  Opportuni- 
ties Commission  that  “the 
victim  does  not  have  to  be  of 
the  opposite  sex  from  the 
harasser”. 

Beatrice  Dohm.  legal  direc- 
tor of  the  Lambda  Legal  De- 
fence Fund,  a prominent  gay 
rights  group,  raid  the  princi- 
ple was  clean  sexual  harass- 
ment should  be  defined  by  foe 
behaviour  involved,  and  not 
by  foe  sex  of  sexual  orienta- 


tion of  the  individuals.  Mr 
Oncale’s  case  is  seen  as  al- 
most tailor-made  for  the  gay 
rights  lobby  to  win  its  point 

The  laws  against  sexual 
harassment  require  employ- 
I ers  to  ensure  that  foe  work- 
place is  not  “a  hostile  envi- 
ronment marked  by  Intimi- 
dation. ridicule  and  insult”. 

Mr  Oncale,  who  was  on  the 
Sundowner  rig  for  months  at  - 
a time,  was  unable  to  escape 
the  organised  harassment  by 
his  foreman  and  two  fellow 
workers.  He  claims  that  they 
grabbed  him,  exposed  them- 
selves to  him  and  threatened 
him  with  homosexual  rape.  j 


THE  world’s  most  dura- 
ble political  system  Is 
facing  an  uncertain 
fixture  as  the  countdown  be- 
gins to  Mexico's  July  6 
elections. 

The  country’s  political 
landscape  could  be  fundamen- 
tally altered  by  a strong  oppo- 
sition showing  in  the  battle 
for  congress. 

“The  possible  loss  of  [foe 
government]  majority  in  the  , 
chamber  of  deputies  would 
have  repercussions  across  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  po- 
litical system.”  says  Manuel 
Camacho,  formerly  a leading 
member  of  foe  Institutional 
Revolutionary  Party  (PRI). 
The  PRI  has  governed  the 
country  under  three  different 
names  since  1929  and  has 
never  lost  control  of  congress. 

Traditionally,  the  Mexican 
parliament  has  merely  rub- 
ber-stamped the  decisions  of 
foe  presidency,  and  despite 
the  growing  strength  of  the 
opposition  in  recent  years  no 
one  knows  how.  or  if.  the  sys- 
tem will  function  if  the  gov- 
ernment fails  to  retain  a ma- 
jority in  foe  500-seat  lower 
house. 


“The  PRI  is  worried  that 
without  control  of  congress 
the  system  would  begin  to  fell 
apart,"  says  Jose  Agustin 
Ortiz  Pinchetti,  a former  citi- 
zen, member  of  foe  electoral 
authority  (IFE). 

In  the  past,  such  concern 
was  fairly  easily  resolved  by  a 
combination  of  fraud,  threats 
and  vote-buying.  But  a series 
of  electoral  reforms,  a less 
docile  electorate  and  increas- 
ing attention  from  foe  Inter- 
national community  have 
reduced,  but  not  removed,  the 
threat  of  a rigged  result 

Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas,  who  1 
is  seeking  the  Mexican  City 
mayoralty  for  the  leftwing 
Party  erf  the  Democratic  Revo- 
lution (PRD)  and  currently 
holds  a substantial  lead  in  the 
polls,  said  recently  that  a 
fraud  would  “cancel  ...  this 
form  of  decision-making. 

“I  do  not  believe  this  wifi 
happen,  but  this  is  foe  real 
issue  in  this  election.” 

A recent  report  by  the  inde- 
pendent Washington  Office 
on  Latin  America  (WOLAl 
warns  that  with  "growing  ex- 
pectations of  victory  by  the 
opposition,  the  risks  increase 


that  radical  groups  might 
react  violently  if  these  expec- 
tations are  not  fulfilled." 

Neither  foe  Chiapas-based 
Zapatistas  nor  the  more  radi- 
cal guerrillas  of  foe  Popular 
Revolutionary  Army  plan  to 
disrupt  the  vote.  But  a fraud 
would  undoubtedly  heighten 
foe  appeal  of  armed  struggle. 

In  addition  to  500  congres- 
sional seats,  a third  of  the 
senate,  five  of  the  31  state  gov- 
ernorships and  — for  foe  first 
time  In  more  than  60  years  — i 
control  of  foe  capital  are  to  be 
voted  on  next  month. 

But  it  is  foe  fete  of  the 
lower  house  — which  con- 
trols the  budget  — that  is 
causing  foe  greatest  loss  of 
sleep  in  government  circles. 

Under  the  country’s  compli- 
cated electoral  rules,  which 
combine  direct  voting  with  a 
system  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation, foe  PRI  could  keep 
its  overall  majority  with  a lit- 
tle over  42  per  cent  of  the 
vote. 

Recent  polls  suggest  that  it 
may  be  two  or  three  points 
short  of  that  target  The  tight- 
ness of  the  contest  means,  ac- 
cording to  the  WOLA  report 
that  even  “relatively  small 
problems  in  the  election  pro- 
cess, slight  manipulations, 
and  minor  fraud”  could  sig- 
nificantly alter  foe  result 

Citizen  groups  warn  that  in 
rural  areas  in  particular, 
where  the  PRD  and  foe  conser- 
vative National  Action  Party 


(PAN),  the  main  opposition 
party,  have  difficulty  monitor- 
ing all  the  polling  stations, 
fraud  could  take  place. 

And  despite  improvements, 
the  electoral  playing  field  is 
still  for  from  level.  The  PRI 
has  a huge  campaign  spend- 
ing advantage,  and  is  also 
accused  of  continuing  to 
resort  to  foe  time-honoured 
practice  of  using  government 
funds  for  electoral  purposes. 

Television  coverage  contin- 
ues to  be  slanted  in  favour  of 
the  government,  and  a num- 
ber of  opposition  radio  com- 
mentators have  been  silenced 
or  restricted  in  recent  weeks, 
allegedly  on  orders  from  the 
interior  ministry. 

With  the  result  too  close  to 
call,  newspaper  columns  are 
full  of  minute  analyses  of  foe 
possible  permutations. 

What  no  one  can  say  with 
certainty  is  whether  a three- 
corned  congress,  in  which  no 
single  party  commands  a 
majority,  would  result  in  leg- 
islative paralysis. 

One  plausible  scenario  is  a 
series  of  ad  hoc  alliances:  foe 
PRI  joining  forces  with  the 
PAN  on  some  issues  and  the 
PRD  on  others,  while  in  cer- 
tain circumstances  foe  oppo- 
sition parties,  normally  mu- 
tually hostile,  combine  to 
defeat  the  PRL 

One  way  or  the  other,  Mexi- 
cans may  be  entering  un- 
known political  territory  less 
than  four  weeks  from  today. 


So  much  for  so  little,  so  phone 
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The  Tories  cannot  unite 

The  party  has  no  idea  what  it  stands  for  anymore 


OFFERED  the  chance  to  unite  behind  a 
new  leader  of  their  party.  Conservative 
MPs  last  night  comprehensively 
spurned  it.  Yesterday’s  first  ballot  in 
the  Tory  leadership  contest  revealed  a 
party  laid  bare  by  faction  and  division, 
in  which  all  five  candidates  scored  well 
but  in  which  not  even  the  best  candi- ! 
date  could  command  30  per  cent  of  the 1 
vote.  It  is  a result  which  instead  of 
providing  a lifeline  to  the  humiliated 
Tory  Party  simply  compounds  all  of  its 
problems.  Next  week,  the  party  must 
try  to  answer  the  same  question  in  a 
second  ballot,  but  with  little  likelihood 
of  greater  success.  Tory  MPs  could  not 
have  made  a greater  mess  of  it  if  they 
had  tried. 

The  most  important  conclusion  from 
last  night’s  first  round  is  that  Kenneth 
Clarke  cannot  win.  Mr  Clarke  is  the 
best  man  to  lead  the  Tory  Party,  but 
the  Tory  Party  has  shown  that  it  nei- 
ther wants  him  nor  wants  him  enough. 
Even  in  yesterday’s  Guardian/ICM 
poll  of  Tory  voters  (a  rare  breed  these 
days),  Mr  Clarke  only  won  a third  of 
support  A survey  of  Tory  activists 
showed  him  doing  a little  better, 
though  by  no  means  securing  a major- 
ity. And  yesterday’s  poll  of  MPs  con- 
firmed the  depressing  truth.  The  pre- 
eminent Conservative  politician  of  the 
age,  and  the  one  who  enjoys  most 
support  among  the  voters,  is  simply 
not  sufficiently  trusted  by  the  right- 
wing  rump  who  held  the  future  of  the 
party  in  their  hands  yesterday  — and 
dropped  it 

None  of  the  three  Thatcherite  candi- 
dates for  the  succession  did  as  badly  as 
they  had  feared.  But  nor  did  any  of 
them  do  as  well  as  they  had  hoped 
either.  The  result  is  a stand-off  on  the 
right  of  the  party.  John  Redwood,  Peter 
Lilley  and  Michael  Howard  are  com- 
petitors for  the  same  constituency  of 
support,  and  they  must  now  try  to 
resolve  which  of  them  plausibly  goes 


, forward  into  the  second  and  subse- 
quent ballots  as  the  standard  bearer  of 
the  Thatcher  inheritence.  The  early 
signs  last  night  were  that  the  evenness 
of  the  outcome  between  the  three  men 
will  not  make  this  an  easy  task. 

Even  so,  the  real  question  after  yes- 
terday’s ballot  is  whether  William 
Hague,  who  finished  in  a good  second 
place  with  41  votes  behind  Mr  Clarke’s 
disappointing  49,  can  unite  the  right, 
or  whether  some  other  candidate,  as 
yet  unthought  of,  can  now  declare  for 
the  second  round  and  achieve  that  aim 
too.  The  most  probable  of  these  two 
options  is  that  Mr  Hague  will  now 
gradually  begin  to  consolidate  his  posi- 
tion, first  at  the  expense  of  the  three 
explicitly  right-wing  candidates,  and 
then  perhaps  at  the  expense  of  Mr 
Clarke.  Even  if  this  does  happen, 
which  is  by  no  means  certain,  it  may 
not  happen  quickly.  There  must  there- 
fore be  a flickering  temptation  in  the 
bosom  of  Michael  Heseltine  that  here, 
at  last  and  well-nigh  worthless  though 
it  may  be,  is  his  last  and  best  chance  to 
lead  the  Conservatives. 

But  these  are  all  dismal  options.  The 
grim  truth  is  that  the  Conservative 
Party  has  been  so  savaged  by  Tony 
Blair  that  it  is  not  in  a fit  state  to  unite 
behind  any  leader  at  the  moment  The 
party  does  not  know  what  it  stands  for, 
and  does  not  understand  the  tasks 
which  now  confront  it  Yesterday's 
vote  is  a powerful  testament  to  the 
absence  of  a unifying  Tory  project  It 
shows  that  the  damage  that  has  been 
done  to  the  once-great  party  is  even 
more  serious  than  it  had  already  ap- 
peared. The  contestants  move  forward 
now  to  a second  round,  in  the  confident 
knowledge  that  no  candidate  and  no  set 
of  ideas  commands  the  support  of  the 
traumatised  party. 

This  is  an  increasingly  hopeless  con- 
test for  a prize  which  now  seems  barely 
worth  having. 


The  sad  case  of  David  Caddell 

He  has  surpassed  all  expectations:  Lambeth  should  pay  up 


DAVID  CADDELL  is  an  exceptional 
teenager.  In  a sane  world  he  would  be 
embraced  by  local  authority  leaders 
and  his  achievements  celebrated  as  a 
shining  example  for  other  disadvan- 
taged young  people  to  follow.  Against 
all  the  odds,  David  has  survived  the 
trauma  of  abuse  and  neglect  in  infancy, 
a shocking  and  shameful  childhood  in 
which  he  has  been  shunted  between  60 
different  foster  and  children’s  homes  to 
emerge  well  on  his  way  to  a career  in 
graphic  design  and  advertising.  Two 
years  ago  he  started  a foundation 
course  in  art  and  design  at  Medway 
College  in  Chatham  to  be  followed  by  a 
two-year  national  diploma  course  in 
graphic  design.  Compared  to  his  con- 
temporaries in  care,  this  Is  an  astound- 
ing performance:  up  to  75  per  cent  end 
up  with  no  formal  qualifications,  as  few 
as  12  per  cent  (compared  with  68  per 
cent  of  the  general  population)  go  on  to 
further  education,  and  80  per  cent  end 
up  unemployed.  Yet  his  reward  is  a 
petty,  mean-minded  dispute  between 
rival  local  councils  about  who  should 
pick  up  his  living  and  college  bills.  Both 
Lambeth,  where  he  was  taken  into  care, 
and  Kent,  where  he  has  been  fostered, 
are  refusing  to  pay  the  cost 
If  ministers  are  looking  for  a cause 
they  could  do  no  better  than  take  up  the 
needs  of  the  60,000  children  in  care  — 
both  those  in  residential  homes  as  well 
as  with  foster  parents.  David  Caddell’s  1 
experience  is  exceptional  but  there  are  i 
still  far  too  many  unnecessary  break- 
downs in  family  placements:  on  aver- 


age, children  are  moved  five  times,  but 
the  average  hides  even  higher  and  even 
more  unacceptable  figures.  Each  move 
can  be  traumatic.  Hie  high  number  of 
moves  suggest  fostering  services  are 
still  plagued  by  inadequate  assessments 
and  poor  childcare  planning.  Ministers 
should  initiate  a debate  on  the  future  of 
foster  care.  The  National  Foster  Care 
Association,  in  a report  last  month, 
argued  that  it  was  time  foster  care 
j moved  from  an  amateur  social  service 
appendage  to  a professionally-trained 
and  properly-paid  service.  The  40,000 
young  people  in  foster  care  are  increas- 
ingly older,  more  troubled  and  more 
traumatised,  yet  the  foster  parents  look- 
ing after  them  are  given  for  too  little 
support  and  training  — as  well  as 
payments  which  frequently  fell  below 
the  cost  of  looking  after  the  child.  No 
wonder  recruiting  new  foster  parents  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult 
Meanwhile  the  only  other  person  to 
emerge  from  the  Caddell  story  with  any 
credit  is  his  foster  parent  in  Kent  for 
the  last  five  years,  who  even  paid  some 
of  his  educational  costs  from  her  own 
pocket  David  has  been  required  to 
move  out  of  her  home  to  a one-bedroom 
flat  in  order  to  claim  Income  Support 
but  once  he  turns  19  in  November,  he 
will  no  longer,  as  a full-time  student,  be 
piigihip  for  such  welfare  Absurdly,  the 
High  Court  this  week  upheld  Lambeth’s 
refusal  to  pay.  Yet  it  was  Lambeth  that 
assumed  parental  rights.  Ministers 
should  therefore  ensure  that  it  is  Lam- 
beth that  finally  coughs  up. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Julie  Burchill  on 
sex  and  crime 


The  way  to  foster  hope 


Why  it’s  good 
to  boldly  go 


[WAS  interested  to  read  Dun- 


Ican  Campbell's  report  on 
how  convicted,  criminals  serv- 
ing jail  sentences  in  this 
country  are  not  allowed  to 
have  regular,  state-sponsored 
sex,  tmificp  their  huiy,  liber- 
ated brethren  in  Europe  (No 
heads — barred,  G2,  June  9). 

Does  he'  believe  that  con- 
victed rapists  should  he 
allowed  their  weekly  “rattan” 
as  well  as  burglars  and  terror- 
ists? And  if  not.  why  not?  And 
if  yes,  can  he  not  understand 
bow  offensive  this  might  be  to 

women  and  rape  victims? 

The  insane,  discredited 
idea  feat  men  “have"  to  have 
their  weekly  “portion”  of  sex 
or  they'll  go  berserk  is  often 
used  to  justify  rape  itself. 
Hell,  why  not  throw  in  hand- 
cuffs, cocktails  for  two  and  a 
CD  of  Songs  For  Swinging 
Lovers  while  we’re  at  It?  Only 
where,  oh  where,  did  the  hon- 
ourable old  lag  dictum  go:  “V 
you  cant  do  the  time,  don’t  do 
the  crime ’7 

Personally.  I can’t  think  of 
anything  more  likely  to  tr»acTi 
a violent  man  what  It  feels 
like  to  be  a victim  than  a bout 
of  enforced  buggery.  To  bring 
“comfort  women”  In  order  to 
preserve  the  manly  pride  of 
cons  strikes  me  as  sexist  and 
sissy  in  the  extreme. 

Julie  BnrchilL 
c/o  Simpson  Fox. 

52  Shaftesbury  Avenue, 
London  W1V  7DE. 


AS  someone  who  was 
financially  supported 
by  my  local  authority 
until  the  age  of  22,  I’d  like  to 
persuade  Lambeth  of  the  long- 
term’ wisdom  of  investing  In 
David  Caddell  (After  60 
homes,  foster  boy  feces  Anal 
rejection,  June  10).  Berk- 
shire’s financial  support  for 
my  foster  family  allowed  me 
to  complete  a university 
degree  mid  pursue  a success-, 
ful  and  hopefully  useful 
career  in  journalism. 

The  vast  majority  of  local 
authority  cash  spent  on  fos-  j 
taring  is  spent  on  children  I 
from  broken  homes  for  wham 
just  mmpieting  education  is 
an  achievement  Therefore  j 
when  a child  shows  the  poten- 
tial. not  only  to  heal  the  prob- 1 
lemg  in  his  or  her  own  past 
but  to  succeed  academically, 
surely  this  is  worthy  of  sup- 
port. Without  Berkshire’s 
foresight.  I may  have  finished 
up  as  a burden  on  the  game 
local  authority  that  had  the 
wisdom  to  back  me  then. 

David  Caddell’s  story 
brings  home  to  thouaanda  of 
kids  in  care  teat  they  can 
overcome  difficulties  and 
make  a valuable  contribution. 
Pay  up,  Lambeth,  Ym  sure 
he’s  worth  every  penny. 

Phil  Hendry. 

BBC  North  West, 

New  Broadcasting  House, 
Oxford  Road, 

Manchester  M601SJ. 


OUR  research  fracking  the 
changing  circumstances 


changing  circumstances 
of  3,000  young  people  leaving 
care  reveals  a significant  and 
increasing  number,  525  (or 
17.5  per  cent),  taking  further 
or  higher  education.  This  rel- 
atively high  proportion  is  all 
the  more  remarkable  when 
one  considers  that  the  major- 
ity of  these  young  people  are 
going  through  major  emo- 
tional upheavals. 

The  research  also  discov- 
ered that  for  all  3,000.  the 

potential  pnhlin  ftnanrial  sup- 
port  necessary  for  them  to 
nndwtafcg  adncattOO  has  sig-  I 
nificanfiy  worsened  since  the 
Children  Act  (1989).  This  In- 
dudes fire  availability  of  In- 
come Support,  Community 
Care  Grants,  Social  Fund 
availability.  Leaving  Care ; 

firanta,  fVmrilng  for  aCOOmmO- 
dation,  top-up  financial  sap- 
port  from  social  services,  pro- 
vision of  financial  grants 
fmm  local  authorities  for  edu- 
cation and  training,  and 
financial  support  during 
v acat  lonR- 

Without  a strengthening  of 
the  Children  Act’s  require- 
ments fco:  provide  this  support 
these  young  people  will  be  fur- 
ther prevented  from,  improv- 
ing their  education  situation 
and  employment  prospects. 

(Dr)  Bob  Broad. 

Senior  Research  Fellow, 

De  Montfort  University. 
Leicester  LE7  9SU. 


•SPHERE  is  a great  deal  that 
I could  be  done,  at  low  or 
zero  cost,  to  improve  the 
chances  of  young  people  in 
care.  What  is  needed  is  a com- 
plete overhaul  of  an  public 
policies  that  affect  care-leav- 
ers, including  the  benefits  sys- 
tem, with  the  ahn  of  ensuring 
that  they  receive  a good  edu- 
cation and  more  social  sup- 
port. Unless  this  happens, 
there  is  a rlangw  that  this 
most  vulnerable  group  will 
fen  to  benefit  from  foe  Wel- 
fare to  Work  proposals  and 
that  aravhpr  generation  will 
be  left  with  little  hope. 

Deryk  Mead. 

Chief  Executive. 

NCH  Action  for  Children. 

85  Highbury  Park, 

London  N51UD. 


“THE  primary  reason  for  go- 
I ing  to  Mars  — as  for  the 


THE  present  law  gives  pow- 
ers. rather  than  duties,  for 


I ing  to  Mars  — as  for  the 
rest  of  space  science  — is  to 
gain  fundamental  knowledge 
(Letters,  June  9).  Mars’s  atmo- 
sphere is  different  from 
Earth’s  (Mars  has  no  oceans), 
so  studying  Mars’s  atmo- 
sphere helps  test  our  under- 
standing of  the  Earth’s  atmo- 
sphere, for  instance  how 
global  warming  works. 

There  is  a particular  sort  of 
life  here  on  Earth,  and  life 
won’t  have  evolved  the  same 
-way  on  Mars.  Martian  life  wiQ 
contrast  with,  life  an  Earth, 
with  foe  understanding  tonr 
this  gives  us.  Studying  Mars  is 
actually  studying  ourselves. 
PaulMurdin. 

British  National 
Space  Centre, 

151  Buckingham  palace 
London  SW1W  9SS. 


B ers.  rather  than  duties,  for 
local  authorities  to  “advise, 
and  befriend”  children 
in  their  care. 

This  reflects  what  caring 
parents,  able  to  do  so,  are 
doing.  The  Lambeths  of  tids 
country  need  to  take  their  res- 
ponsibilities as  parents  more 
seriously  arid  hopefully  foe 
legislation  will  quickly  be 
amended  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Health. 

JM  Richards. 

Director, 

Catholic  Children’s  Society. 

73  St  Charles  Square, 

London  W106E. 


NIGEL  Wade  argues  that 
searching  for  evidence  of 


I v searching  for  evidence  of 
fife  on  Mara  is  of  “no  func- 
tional use”  and  therefore  a 
waste  of  money.  Sport,  art, 
and  music  are  also  of  no  func- 
tional use.  but  they  enrich 
people’s  lives,  and  people  are 
prepared  to  pay  a lot  of  money 
to  enjoy  them.  The  feet  that 
science  happens  to  generate 
saleable  spin-offs  iff  no  reason 
to  ignore  its  cultural  value. 

B J Craven.  ' 

49Broompark, 

EastMenstrie. 
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Stonehenge  hinges  on  profit 


I DOUBT  that  expenditure  on 
Eurofighter  or  Trident  is  Jus- 


United  front 


I WAS  surprised  in  Sheila 
Rowbotham’8  obituary  of 


■Rowbotham’8  obituary  of 
union  organiser  Gertie  Roche 
(jane  9)  to  read  "but  after  the 
[1970  Leeds  clothing]  strike 
the  women  felt  abandoned  by 
the  men.  Thus  did  they  refine 
to  support  them  when  male 
leaders  were  victimised”. 

Nothing  convinces  me  that 
women  workers  ever  aban- 
doned the  men,  no  matter 
how  Insolent  and  dismissive 
men  unionists  have  been  to 
women  over  the  years.  At  the 
most,  in  my  experience  ob- 
serving the  1984/5  miners’ 
strike,  when  the  miners’ 
wives  group  was  pushed  back 
into  the  home  after  months  of 
solidarity  with  their  monfrfv, 


women  were  disappointed 
; rather  than  retributive. 

Unfortunately,  this  civi- 
lised and  tolerant  response 
may  well  be  why  men  with 
strong  muscles,  small  brains 
and  'a  willingness  to  punch 
women’s  teeth  out  took  over 
the  human  species,  ravaged 
the  world,  and  accrued  over- 
weening power  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  gender.  But,  as 
events  may  now  just  be  begin- 
ning to  show,  It  holds  great 
promise  for  a world  where 
humans  could  actually  de- 
serve the  description  sapient 

We  ain’t  there  yet  — but  120 
women  in  Parliament  means  I 
can  keep  one  small  part  of  my 
being  optimistic. 

Tim  Symonds. 

46  Portland  Place, 

London  WIN  8DG. 


MIKE  Heyworth  (Letters, 
June  10)  wrongly  as- 
sumes that  Rngtich  Heritage 
is  concerned  about  preserva-. 
tion  of  a public  site  for  foe 
people.  Really,  Stonehenge  is  a 
lucrative  flmd-raising  project 
In  the  name  of  “security"  it 
has  been  turned  into  a 
restricted  area.  Its  seven-foot 
fences  are  more  concerned 
with  stopping  camera  lenses 
than  intruders.  That’  way.  we  ! 
have  to  pay  £3.70  to  get  close. 
Even  if  you  agree  to  tills  extor- 
tion, make  sure  you  don’t  go  : 
when  English  Heritage  has  a 
private  tour.  You  will  be 1 
ejected  from  the  car  park  by  ! 
uniformed  guards  and  forced 
to  wateh  as  the  tour  group 
walks  everywhere  — and 
caresses  the  boulders.  It 
doesn’t  surprise  me  that  the 
“visionaries”  at  -RngUgh  Heri- 
tage want  to  seal  off  the  whole 
area.  Imagine  how  much  they 
could  charge  then. 

David  dubb. 

70  Main  Street,  Hartford. 

Huntingdon  FE18  7Y  A 


shown  that  a debate  needs  to 
take  place  as  to  what  aspects 
of  our  past  are  important,  in 
what  state  should  heritage  be 
preserved  and  how  do  we  pay 
for  it  Part  of  that  debate  must 
be  to  look  at  English  Heritage. 
Its  role  of  custodian  of  selec- 
tive properties,  the  arbiter 
regarding  listing  of  buildings 
and  its  powers  over  develop- 
ment must  be  reviewed. 

>Qck  Ellis. 

97  Herons  Wood, 

Harlow.  Essex  CM201OT. 


I Eurofighter  or  Trident  is  Jus- 
tified in  terms  of  potential 
enemies.  In  practice,  the  just- 
ification offered  Is  quite  differ- 
ent “leaders  warned  failure 
of  (Eurofighter  projectl  may 
cost  250,000  jobs"  (June  5). 
Space  exploration  could  also 
be  justified  in  terms  of  Jobs 
provided. 

Donald  Rooum. 

31  Cresay  House, 

Hannibal  Road, 

London  El  3JE. 


WHILE  the  European 
Space  Agency  and  Nasa 


A squiffy  poet 


YOUR  front-page  picture  of 
Dylan  Thomas  (June  7) 


RECENT  events  from  the 
controversy  over  the 


■ ■controversy  over  the 
Globe  Theatre  to  the  disposal 
of  the  last  Comet  airliner  have 


T Dylan  Thomas  (June  7) 
was  reversed,  which  is  ironic 
as  it  ran,  over  a story  of  David 
Kiely’s  work  being  hung  every 
which  way  but  the  right  way. 
There  was  also  no  credit. 
There  could  be  copyright  con- 
siderations. Your  readers 
should  be  directed  to  the  origi- 
nal which  hangs  — the  right 
way  round  — at  tiie'Natkmal 
Museum  & Gallery  in  Cardiff. 
David  Alston. 

Keeper  of  Art,  National 
Museums  of  Wales. 

Cathays  Paris,  Caerdydd  GET  3NP. 


V V Space  Agency  and  Nasa 
axe  spending  public  money  on 
trips  to  Mars  to  look  for  ev- 
idence of  life,  much  of  the  rest 
of  the  (more  practical  and  rel- 
evarrt)  scientific  community 
is  struggling  for  funds.  I only 
wish  that  I could  persuade  the 
research  funding  bodies  to 
divert  billions  of  pounds  to 
fond  our  research  on  foe 
strength  of  such  tenuous 
evidence. 

(Dr)  Gavin  Whittaker. 

Dept  of  Chemistry, 

University  of  Edinburgh. 

West  Mains  Road, 

Edinburgh  EHQ  3JJ. 


Please  include  a tujl  postal  . 
address.  We  may  edit  letters: 
shorter  ones  are  more  likely  to 
appear 


Budget  for  Gordon  Brown  Paedophiles  in  public:  protection  is  the  issue 


His  own  effort  is  a squib  compared  with  the  mutuals'  bonanza  ~j~he 


GORDON  BROWN  has  an  unusual 
problem.  He  will  be  presenting  his  first 
Budget  next  month  in  competition  with 
an  unofficial  one  from  the  private  sec- 
tor in  the  form  of  windfall  gains  from 
the  privatisation  of  mutual  companies. 
The  Halifax  flotation  alone  has  put  £18 
billion  into  the  economy  and  the  total  to 
be  unleashed  this  year  will  be  £30 
billion  or  more.  This  is  well  over  six 
times  what  Mr  Brown  has  to  play 
around  with.  (And  he’s  planning  to  take 
money  out  of  the  economy  not  put  it 
back  in-)  The  new  Chancellor  can 
hardly  ignore  this  avalanche  of  money. 
Recent  presumptions  that  all  but  5 to  10 
per  cent  of  the  bonanzas  would  be  saved 
have  been  shattered  by  our  ICM  poll 
this  morning.  It  indicates  that  29  per 
cent  of  all  recipients  (covering  40  per 
cent  of  die  population)  are  intending  to 
sell  all  their  shares  and  a further  11  per 
cent  sell  part  Although  some  30  per 
cent  of  these  will  switch  most  of  the 


gains  into  other  savings,  it  could  still 
leave  £6  billion  to  £8  billion  of  extra 
spending  this  year.  It  is  hardly  likely 
that  an  Increase  in  interest  rales  of  0.25 
per  cent  will  make  any  difference. 

What  should  file  Chancellor  do?  If 
natural  justice  had  anything  to  do  with 
it,  he  would  tax  the  windfall  gains. 
After  all,  they  haven’t  been  “earned”  in 
any  meaningful  sense.  They  represent 
wealth  created  during  over  100  years  of 
mutuality  which  the  present  generation 
has  decided  to  cash  in.  If  Mr  Brown 
i feels  obliged  to  raise  taros  in  order  to 
reduce  government  borrowing,  the  ben- 
eficiaries of  these  windfall  gains  ought 
to  be  first  in  the  firing  line.  It  won't 
happen  like  that,  of  course,  because 
I Hell  hath  no  fury  like  the  wrath  of 
j middle  England.  But  the  tidal  wave  of 
cash  about  to  bit  the  economy  should  be 
a warning  to  Mr  Brown  that  what  the 
I economy  really  needs  is  fiscal  correc- 
tion not  yet  more  higher  interest  rates. 


THE  case  of  Graham  Seddon 
to  Merseyside  (Paedophile 
is  still  a risk  to  ail  children, 
says  wife,  June  10)  highlights 
the  difficulties  of  managing 
dangerous  sexual  abusers  In 
tiie  community.  Ironically,  al- 
though It  has  been  possible 
since  1992  for  judges  to  Impose 
extended  supervision  at  the 
time  of  sentence,  such  licences 
have  been  infrequently  used. 

The  National  Association 
for  foe  Development  of  Work 
with  Sex  Offenders  has  consis- 
tently supported  extended 
supervision  for  convicted  sex- 
ual abusers  and  has  argued 
toat  we  may  need  to  develop 
protocols  for  reviewing  the 
sentences  of  those  abusers 
who  remain  dangerous  at  the 
point  of  their  release. 

Many  potentially  dangerous 
abusers  are  indeed  managed  | 
competently,  and  children 
protected.  However,  we  need 
to  develop  inter-agency  strate- 
gies at  foe  highest  possible 
leva. 

T.ian  Markham. 

Chair,  Note. 

3 West  Bar, 

Sheffield  S3  8PJ. 


MOST  offences  of  this  kind 
are  committed  by  men 


IVIare  committed  by  men 
known  to  the  child  and  whose 
contact  with  top  child 
been,  authorised  by  the  child’s 
carers.  A very  significant 
number  go  unreparted  or  un- 
convicted.  In  this  context,  reg- 
istration or  public  notification, 
can  have  only  a limited  part  in 
a risk  reduction  strategy. 

This  should  include  the  ap- 
propriate use  of  Lengthy  custo- 
dial sentences  and  more 
effective  and  co-ordinated 
planning  for  foe  offender's 
release  but  there  should  also 
be  greater  access  to  treatment 
pnHgrarntrigfl. 

It  does  seem  curious  that 
some  cflanfers  receive  short 
custodial  sentences  with  no 
treatment  and  no  post-sen- 
tence supervision.  . . 

John  Harding. 

Chief  Probation.  Officer,  Inner 
London  Probation  Service. 
71-73  Great  Peter  Street, 
London  SW1P2BN. 


THE  reference  to  us  in  your 
I artiete  on  the  rating  of  pae- 


I aiticteon  the  outing  of  pae- 
dophiles by  newspapers 
(Nightmare  on  any  street. 


Jane  10)  gave  the  impression 
that  we  have  joined  others  in 
this  practice.  This  is  not  our 
policy.  We  believe  it  is  wrong 
to  endanger  people  who,  hav- 
ing served  their  sentences, 
may  be  trying  to  put  their  past 
behind  them.  Were  we  to  dis- 
cover a convicted  paedophile 
deliberately  positioning  him- 
self to  meet  children,  however, 
we  would  have  no  hesitation 

in  revealing  his  activities.  - 

The  case  of  Graham  Hands* 
combe,  who  committed  sui- 
cide after  we  reported  bis  ar- 
rest on  allegations  of 
d issamteating  hhflr?  porn  over 
foe  Internet  (without  Identify- 
ing him)  is  a different  matter. 
The  feet  that  top  coroner  tried 
to  represent  this  as  “murder 
by  newspaper”  had  more  to  do 
with  arguments  we  had  been 
having  with  foe  police  over  i 
our  investigatory  activities  in 
other  directions  and  was  in  , 
any  case  rejected  by  the  corn- 1 
oar's  jury.  I 

Frank  Branston.  I 

Chairman, 

Bedfordshire  an  Sunday, 

22  Min  Street, 

Bedford  MEM  3BD. 


A Country  Diary 


THE  WKKKIN:  On  Limaknn 
Lane  the  old  hedgerow  dog- 
woods are  in  flower.  The  um- 
bels of  tiny  milk-bottle  shaped 
buds  burst  into  stars  with  four 
petals  and  four  stamens 
around  foe  stigma.  Next  to  a 
dumped  mattress  is  what 
looks  like  foe  remains  of  an 
exploded  one,  but  it’s  foe  cot- 
ton stuffing  of  masses  of  pop- 
lar seeds.  Across  mown  fields, 
worrytngty  smelly  with  grey, 
bag-muck  fertiliser,  and 
through  woods  to  reach  Golf 
Links  Lane,  evening  begins  to 
draw  in.  The  upper  reaches  of 
this  lane  are  very  old  and 
lined  with  wood  avens,  camp- 
ions and  wild  garlic.  The  lane 

ends  at  what  was  once  the 
Dormy  House,  a spooky  old 
red-brick  ruin  when  I was  a 
kid,  now  levelled  and  greened 
Sxc  golf.  As  the  ghosts  of  the 
Dormy  House  shake  them- 
selves loose  from  the  light  of 
day,  foe  sun  sets  behind  the 
Excall  woods  and  dreamy  blue 
and  . coppery  swirls  light  the 
solemn  bulk  of  the  Wrekin. 
Shadowy  farms  slip  between 
woods  and  grass.  Suddenly, 


startling  bursts  of  water  spray 
from  a green,  sending  percus- 
sive bursts  of  water,  from 
sprinklers.  As  If  galvanised  by 
this  Insane  display,  the  birds 
begin  their  evensong:  cuckoo, 
pheasant,  songbirds  and  owls 
all  join  in  a wild  and  naomaD- 
tary  chorus.  Up  on  the  top  erf 
Maddock’a  Hill  a dog-sized 
bare  lopes  into  foe  gloaming. 
The  narrow  ridge  track 
through  the  edge  of  the  Lime- 
k2n  Woods  is  now  in  dark- 
less. There’s  a load  resfltag 
in  the  undergrowth  above  and 
suddenly  I*m  staring  into  the 
feces  of  two  young  badgers 
with  mutual  surprise  and 
curiosity.  They’re  not  .unduly 
concerned  and  carry  da 
scratching,  snuffling . and 
munching  behind  a hoBy.-  A 
big  sow  badger  with  a pele 
creamy  pelt  comes -to  see 
what's  going  on,  and  slopes  off 

down  Into  a little  ravine,  oat 

of  range  but  watching.  The 
darker  the  woods,  the  butier 
they  get  Tha  night  air  and  foe 
distant  sounds  are  clear  B 
speaks  of  rain. 

PATH,  EVANS 
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Diary 


Matdiew  Norman 


THE  mother  of  all  pay 
cuts  has  been  an- 
nounced— and  swiftly 
unannounced  — in  Bash- 
dad.  On  Jane  l.  the  BBC 
Monitoring  Service  picked 

op  a statement  from  the 
Iraqi  news  agency  INA,  con- 
cerning the  president's  plan 
to  cut  salaries  (including  his 
own)  to  “encourage  sav- 
ings". According  to  the 
report,  "His  Excellency 
addressed  the  Cabinet: 
Today,  I come  to  yon  to  dis- 
cuss a greater  and  more  cou- 
rageous move,  aimed  at  hon- 
ouring all  state 
employees1."  Robert  Max- 
well encouraged  savings  In 
much  the  same  way,  of 
course ....  and,  perhaps 
min  dim  of  this,  a day  later 
Saddam’s  flnanre  minister 
broadcast  a correction  on 
Iraqi  TV.  The  report  “con- 
tained a mi  stake  con- 

fused concerned  readers," 
said  EBkmat  Ibrahim. 
“Leader  President  Saddam 
Hussein,  may  God  preserve 
him,  proposed  a grant  for 
each  state  employee  equal  to  i 
50  per  cent  of  his  or  her 
monthly  salary  and  allow-  ' 
ances."  So  he's  giving  out  I 

money  rather  than  taking 

it,  then,  albeit  that  funds  i 

will  be  held  In  special  ac- 
counts for  “a  year  or  two". 
Very  odd.  This  tactic  ofleak- 
ing  stories,  seeing  how  they 
play,  and  then  annomxcixig 
the  reverse  seema  familiar, 
but  for  the  moment  I can’t 
quite  place  it 

MANDY  Mandelson 
has  his  own  prob- 
lems with  the  press, 
meanwhile.  In  one  of  his  pe- 
riodic strops,  Mandy  has 
warned  the  media  against 
operating  In  “a  vacuum,  a 
value-free  world  detached 
from  the  needs  and  lives  of 
the  rest  of  ns”.  Ho  w wise, 
how  true . . . and  how  sweet 
of  Mandy  to  think  of  us. 
Meanwhile,  rumours 
spread  from  the  Cabinet 
Office  that  he  is  so  de- 
pressed about  standards  of 
reporting  that  he  plans  to 
launch  a state-owned  news- 
paper, to  spread  the  gospel 
of  the  Government’s  activi- 
ties. In  tribute  to  New 
Labour’s  favourite  designer, 
it  will  be  called  Prada. 

THE  publisher  Jona- 
than Cape  calls  with  a 
couple  of  corrections 
to  yesterday's  item  about 
Anne  McElvoy.  The  Specta- 
tor  deputy  editor  did  not 
“ghost"  Man  Without  A 
Face  for  the  former  East 
German  spymaster  Markus 
WoliJ  she  helped  to  editit. 

And  not  only  does  Wolf  not 

live  in  England  but  he  bas 
never  even  visited.  These 
are  not  the  first  mistakes  we 
have  made  about  Anne — I 

once  wrongly  put  her  new 
husband  Martin  I vens  on 
the  Times— and  they  almost 
certainly  won’t  be  the  last 
Meanwhile,  the  quest  for 
her  next  Svengnli,  in  succes- 
sion to  Mandy  Mandelson 
and  Mr  Wolf,  continues 
with  the  search  for  Pol  Pot 
The  tragedy,  given  Anne’s 
appetite  for  Markus  Wolf’s 
cooking — she  loves  to  nib- 
ble, she  says,  on  his  juicy 
dumplings — is  that  the  Em- 
peror Bokassa  is  no  longer 
with  us.  With  him,  Anne 
might  have  had  a truly  mem- 
orable meaL  Or  even  been 


How  the  pollsters 
got  it  wrong  in  1 997 


polls,  some  of  -which  had 
Labour  winning  the  1992  elec- 
tion outright!  1CM  went  fur- 


tween  Labour  and  the  Conser- 
vatives seen  in  other  palls 
over  the  first  two  weeks  of  the 


thest  in  targeting  a past  vote  campaign  might  therefore  be 
figure  for  its  polls.  These  tar-  attributed  to  an  apparent  in- 
gets  made  very  modest  allow-  crease  in  support  tor  the  Ub- 
ance  for  the  distortions  of  erals  at  the  expense  of  Labour, 
foully  recall  The  procedure  This  suggests  the  rise  in  Lib- 
not  only  markedly  improved  eral  support  seen  in  many 
the  accuracy  of  our  own  final  recent  elections  may  not  be  a 
poll,  it  would  have  had  the  result  of  their  campaigning 
same  effect  on  those  produced  prowess  but  a function  of  the 
by  almost  all  the  other  polling  pollsters'  question  wording.  In 
companies.  any  event,  a rise  from  an  aver- 

In  the  election,  some  poll-  age  12.1  per  cent  in  late  March 


COMMENT  AND  AMitLYSIS  9 

Bully  for  Barbara 

als  at  the  expense  of  Labour.  I Castle  and 

iis  suggests  the  rise  in  Lib- 

sIssS  bully  for  Blair 


Commentary 


Nick 

Sparrow 


companies.  any  event,  a rise  from  an  aver- 

In  the  election,  some  poll-  age  12.1  per  cent  in  late  March 
stars  also  decided  to  pay  more  to  17.2  per  cent  on  election  day 
attention  to  those  people  who  (a  43  per  cent  increase)  looks 


T 


„ stars  also  deemed  to  pay  more  to  17.2  per  cent  on  eiecuuu 

“‘SPupnaUy  well”  been  damned-  again.  Indeed,  attention  to  those  people  who  (a  43  per  cent  increase)  looks 
^aunp  claims  that  its  mnova-  there  are  historical  precedents  said  they  would  vote  but  did  to  me  to  be  too  spectacular  to 
nems  not  only  “furthered  the  to  shake  any  complacency  not  know  who  they  would  vote  be  true. 
scl.®“ce  or  opinion  polling  but  among  the  pollsters.  In  1906  for.  or  who  refused  to  answer  Finally,  for  the  first  time 
nusea  the  bar  in  terms  of  cli-  and  1945,  similar  landslide  vie-  the  question  No  method  for  two  major  polling  companies 
G™^rv^e”  an^  sees  on  to  lories  were  fallowed  by  much  allocating  these  people  is  go-  (ICM  and  Gahup;  used  tele- 
1®®““  the  majority  of  tighter  elections  in  1910  and  ing  to  be  perfect  simply  be-  phone  polling  during  the  cam- 
Pti  next  election  win  1950  respectively.  eau.se  the  process  involves  p»*gn,  while  others  stayed 

its  lead.  Boh  Worcester  Whether  or  not  history  some  calculated  guesswork.  faithful  to  traditional  fhce-to- 
"Lr* ssks  “where  were  repeats  itself^  2001-2 could  eas-  initial  evidence  does,  how-  face  quota  samples.  The  issue 
tnose  shy  Tories?",  but  omits  By  provide  the  pollsters  with  a ever,  suggest  that  where  such  of  which  method  would  be 
his  fiimi  Times  poll  much  tougher  test  of  their  adjustments  were  made  they  best  was  argued  passionately 


inmp „ which  had  them  ZA  per  cent  methods.  This  makes  an  holi- 
sm ^ ^ or  his  final  Evening  est  review  of  the'  different 
5tandafd  P®11  which  nntier-es-  methods  used  in  1997  not  only 
pundtt®  tttnated  their  share  by  2.4  per  desirable  but  essential  We 


(a  43  per  cent  increase)  looks  have  had  to  contend  with  Is 

to  me  to  be  too  spectacular  to  & ■ chronicled  in  detail  in  the 

be  true.  |§j£-'  It  diaries  of  Dick  Crossman, 

Finally,  for  the  first  time  '-  Tony  Benn  and  Barbara  C-as- 

two  major  polling  companies  llr  i ^e-  Castle  wrote:  "I 

(ICM  and  Gallup;  used  tele-  -i  thank  God  for  my  ministerial 

phone  potting  during  the  cam-  *'  team,  and  for  the  special  athi- 

paign,  while  Others  stayed  sers.  Without  them  a minister 

faithful  to  traditional  fhce-to-  is  bltto**  certain  to  be 

face  quota  «ainp1»L  The  issue  n-itf,  " ■ ||  swamped  by  the  sheer  pres- 

of  which  method  would  be  sure  of  the  senior  officials 

best  was  argued  passionately  |an  AitkPfl  surrounding  him  or  her."  And 

before  the  election.  We  cannot  ..........  1X01 1 again:  *'I  welcomed  my  util- 


Ian  Aitken 


■ following  the  general  cent.  ■ 

restore  taxv  An  historical  analysis  of  the 


fished  reputation”  (Guard- 
ian); “Bull's-eye  forecasts  win 
back  credibility* ' (Sunday 


An  historical  analysis  cf  the  bask  in  the  perceived  glory  of 
polls  shows  that  there  is  no  success  and  learn  instead 


room  for  complacency. 
Throughout  the  campaign 


We  should  avoid 
S£hi^dpSS?^S  the  temptation  to 
^e.a_d  bask  in  the 


now  avoid  a proper  investiga- 
tion which  aims  to  provide 
some  answers. 

In  I CM’S  case  the  move  to 


N THE  past  few  weeks 
Tony  Blair  has  come  In  for 
some  high-falutin  criti- 


from  file  experience.  For  ex- 
the  campaign  ample,  every  poll  asks  people  nATTPh/fyl  nlnn/nf 
3 0311  C&5m  Marcb  to),  only  three  what  they  voted  in  the  jreri-  P^C^IVea  giOfy  OI 
“ (todepen-  polls  (all  by  ICM)  put  Labour's  ous  election.  Such  data,  poten-  01  anH  loom 

5ent>- Yet  some  may  wonder  lead  somewhat  lows:  than  the  tiaHy,  efftere  the  perfert  way  of  SUC*-®55  3110  Ieam 

now  the  pollsters  can  all  claim  result;  and  of  the  44  polls  ore-  ensuring  the  political  balance  fr-nm  avrtnrianr 

the  same  victory  m 1997.  On  dieting  Labour  would  win  by  a of  any  sample  But  received  "Om  trie  ©XpensnC 


telephone  palling  appears  to  clsm  for  his  post-electoral  dis- 
have paid  aST.  However,  apart  tribution  of  government  jobs, 
from  its  final  poll,  Gallup’s  He  has  been  accused  of  under- 
telepbooe  samples  mainly  pro-  mining  the  Civil  Service  by 


c Lais'  frankness  when  they 
disagreed  with  me,  and  only 
asked  that  their  views  should 
be  balanced  by  the  attendance 
round  the  table  of  dedicated 
socialists  who  were  in  deep 
agreement  with  my  policy.” 

Bully  for  Barbara,  say  I — 
and  bully  for  Blair,  too.  Ex- 


how  the  pollsters  can  all  claim  result  and  of  the  44  polls  pre- 
the  same  victory  in  1997.  On  dieting  Labour  would  win  by  a 
one  hand.  ICM  predicted  a 10  larger  margin  than  It 
per  cent  winning  margin;  at  achieved,  22  put  the  advantage 


the  other  extreme,  NOP  fore- 
cast a larger  22  per  cent  gap. 
Labour  won  by  is  per  cent. 

Pollsters  themselves  have 
not  lost  the  opportunity  to 


larger  margin  than  It  wisdom  ran  that  some  people 
achieved,  22  put  the  advantage  (especially  Liberal  Democrat 
at  20  per  cent  or  more.  Thus  voters)  forget  how  they  voted 
most  polls  continued  to  dis-  last  time  and  some  others 
play  the  same  extent  of  pro-  apparently  prefer  to  reconcile 


from  the  experience 

improved  the  accuracy  of  the 
predictions. 

ICM  was  the  only  company 


duced  the  same  Labour-biased  drafting  in  lots  of  so-called  and  bully  for  Blair,  too.  Ex- 
results as  the  quota  polls,  political  advisers,  some  of  cept.  of  course,  that  the  odds 
Clearly  a decision  to  move  to  whom  may  — the  ultimate  are  now  heavily  against  any 
telephone  polling  Is  not  the  affront  — be  given  the  right  to  or  Blair's  appointees  being 
gimpifl  magic  move  Gallup  order  Sir  Humphrey  about  “dedicated  socialists”,  at  least 
would  like  to  claim.  Blair,  say  his  critics,  is  taking  in  the  Castle  sense  of  that 


would  like  to  claim.  Blair,  say  ms  critics,  is  taking 

It  took  a lot  of  courage  to  us  towards  a corrupt  Ameri- 
experiment  extensively  with  can  “spoils  system"  in  which 
new  methods  and  courage  also  each  administration  sacks  the 


to  prompt  voters  with  the  to  stay  loyal  to  methods  that  j placemen  of  its  predecessor 


Labour  bias  apparent  in  1992.  their  past  votes  with  their  names  of  the  main  parties  im-  foiled  in  1992.  This  year  did  and  substitutes  its  own. 


The  conclusion  will  not  es- 1 present  totentinmg 


burnish  their  own  repute-  cape  the  reader  that,  in  a However,  even  before  the 
tions.  Asked  to  comment  on  closer  Alerting  the  range  of  election,  research  evidence 
o 22“  p°Ds  “ Market  predictions  made  in  1997  niggeated  that  both  these  ten- 


mediately  before  asking  the 
voting-intentions  question.  All 
10  published  ICM  polls  in  the 
mmpaign  put  the  Liberals 


not  provide  all  the  answers, 
but  important  lessons  can  be 
learnt  by  aff. 


or  Blair's  appointees  being 
“dedicated  socialists”,  at  least 
in  the  Castle  sense  of  that 
term.  If  any  of  them  were, 
they  would  find  it  difficult  to 
be  in  “deep  agreement"  with 
their  minister’s  policy. 

THE  citizens  of  my  local 
village  — High  gate  Vil- 
lage. to  be  exact  — have 


Reseat*  Sodetys  newsletter,  would  have  led  some  pollsters  dencies  were  not  nearly  suffi-  within  sampling  error  of  their  Nick  Sparrow  is  managing 

lumsimpsm  of  Harris  wrote:  to  predict  the  wrong  outcome  dent  to  account -for  the  recall  actual  performance.  Much  of  director  of  ICM  Research  which 

1 relieve  the  pollsters  per-  and  all  the  polls  would  have  figures  obtained  on  many  the  narrowing  of  the  gap  he-  conducts  the  Guardian's  polls 


Sir  Humphrey  himselfi  in  HHIHE  citizens  of  my  local 
the  person  of  Cabinet  Secre-  ■ village  — High  gate  Vil- 
tary  Sir  Robin  Butler,  has  ■ lage.  to  be  exact  — have 
even  Jet  it  be  known  that  he  is  long  been  aware  that  the  yob 
“seriously  unrelnxed"  — a Sir  culture  isn’t  confined  (0  Essex 
Humphrey  phrase  if  ever  or  the  working  dass.  We  have 
there  was  one  — about  some  what  is  justly  described  as  a 


Mike  Hewitt  predicts  that  BA’s  new  marketing  strategy  could  make  it  the  high 
flyer  in  the  airline  business  of  the  21  st  century,  making  the  cost  of  £60  million  a snip 


■r  Mm 


the  alo 


iaae 


of  these  jobs  for  the  boys. 
Meanwhile,  surviving  Tory 
MPs  complain  that  they 
amount  to  a “politicisation” 
of  the  Civil  Service  — some- 
thing which  is  assumed  to  be 
morally  outrageous. 

Never  mind  that  the  last 
government  did  more  to  polit- 
icise the  Civil  Service  that 


“minor”  public  school  smack 
in  the  middle  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  its  supposed  young 
gentlemen  surge  up  and  down 
the  High  Street  every  lunch- 
time, shouting  vulgarities  and 
chomping  prodigious  quanti- 
ties of  junk  food. 

But  a couple  of  weeks  ago 
this  routine  yobbishness 


any  previous  one,  or  that  Sir  erupted  into  something  rather 


Robin  did  remarkably  little  to 
stop  them.  But  the  truth  is 


worse,  when  a handful  of 
sixthformers  celebrated  the 


that  Lady  Thatcher’s  way  of  end  of  their  schooldays  by 


ANGELA  BUfingham,  a 
Labour  MEP  and  vice 
president  of  the 
Oxfordshire  Lawn  Tennis 
Association,  faxes  in  out- 
rage after  yesterday’s  item 
about  Tim  Henman  and 
Greg  Rusedski:  Tim  asked 
Greg  what  he’d  buy  If  he  had 
the  money,  Greg  said 
“World  peace”,  and  Tim 
said  “Good  answer”.  I called 
for  the  sickbagu  but  Miss  Bil- 
lingham  demurs.  “Perhaps 
a more  positive  response,” 
she  writes,  “would  have 
been  pleasure  that  two  de- 
centryoung  tennis  play- 
ers . . . thought  world  peace 
to  be  at  the  top  of  their 
agenda.”  A more  positive 
response  indeed.  And  then 
theslchbag. 

■HOLLOWING  the  ap- 

■h  pearanceofMad  Frank 
■ Fraser  in  the  Charlie 
Kray  trial,  the  underworld 
seethes  and  babbles  with 
speculation  about  another 
Hwiikaiy  character  witness. 
“The  Guv’nor’s  aht,"  says 
the  Arthur  Mallard  sounda- 
llke  when  we  called  Boris 
the  Jackal  Johnson  yester- 
day* “Yus,  mate,  aht.  He's 

gawndahn  the  Blind  Beggar 
wlv  Bad  Boy  Billy  Deedes  to 

talk  over  the  good  old  days, 

when  the  streets  woz  sate  to 

walk.  They  go  bade  a Ions 
way,  and  the  GuVnor never 
forgets  a mate.  Mind  you,” 
says  the  voice,  with  a chilly 
cackle,  “he  don’t  never  for- 
gets his  enemies,  neither.  . 
Capishr  * ; 


bringing  the  Whitehall  man-  staging  a mini-riot  inside  the 
darins  to  heel  was  to  convince  school  and  then,  when  they 
“One  of  the  safest  cards  to  them  that,  for  from  being  ex-  were  told  to  go  home,  predict- 
play  when  you're  doing  inter-  pected  to  offer  impartial  ad-  ably  transferring  their  mini- 
national  brand  work  is  vice,  their  preferment  de-  riot  to  die  village  square, 
national  Identity,”  says  Simon  pended  on  not  giving  They  caused  such  public  may- 


national  brand  work  is 
national  identity,”  says  Simon 


Anholt  managing  director  of  unwelcome  advice, 
the  cultural  consultancy  But  Mrs  T was  right  about  tually  called.  Later,  some  of 
World  Writers.  “Levi’s  works  one  thing:  the  Civil  Service  them  broke  into  the  school 
easily  in  any  country  because  isn't  geared  to  helping  minis-  and  did  some  minor  damage, 
it’s  based  on  an  Americanism  ters  who  achieve  office  under  Again,  they  were  confronted 
which  everyone  understands,  a radical  mandate.  At  best,  by  the  police.  But  for  reasons 
Swiss  banks  do  the  same  thing  their  duty  is  to  warn  of  the  which  escape  everyone,  bl- 


ent de-  riot  to  the  village  square, 
giv  ing  They  caused  such  public  may- 
hem that  the  police  were  even- 


World  Writers.  “Levi’s  works  one  thing:  the  Civil  Service 
easily  in  any  country  because  isn't  geared  to  helping  minis- 


— and  •British  airlines  can  use  possible  consequences  of  radi-  eluding  teachers,  no  arrests 
British  values  of  service,  reli-  cal  change.  At  worst  they  can  were  made.  The  widespread 
ability,  competence.”  All  very  be  plain  obstructive.  This  view  is  that  they  should  at 


cosy  in  theory.  But  says  An- 
holt,  “the  fundamental  truth 


is  that  people  hate  the  Brits  — ministers  since,  by  definition, 
if  you're  travelling  you  don't  radical  change  wasn’t  on  their 
want  to  be  doing  it.  with  a agenda.  .But  it  has  been  a 


bunch  of  Britons.”  constant  problem  for  Labour 

That’s  not  a view  we  will  prime  ministers  pledged  to 
ever  hear  expressed  by  any  of  socialist  change. 

BA's  well-briefed  staff;  but  , 
thinking  along  those  lines  will  ■■■HE  classic 
certainly  have  cropped  up  in  I this  is  a n 
planning  the  swing  away  from  ■ uted  to  Phi 


■■HE 

i this 
m ute 


wasn't  a problem  for  pre-That-  least  have  been  hauled  off  to 
cherite  Conservative  prime  the  nick  and  their  parents 
since,  by  definition,  sent  for. 
ange  wasn’t  on  their  The  headmaster  has  apolo- 
Jut  it  has  been  a gised  to  us  peasants  for  the 
problem  for  Labour  “dreadful  behaviour"  of  his 
inisters  pledged  to  boys,  insisting  reasonably 
hange.  that  only  a handful  were  in- 

volved. He  blamed  uncaring 
classic  example  of  parents  who  hadn't  taught 
is  a remark  attrib-  their  offspring  to  reject  “the 
to  Philip  Snowden,  yob  culture  which  is  so  preva- 


this  is  a remark  attrib- 
uted to  Philip  Snowden, 


“flying  the  flag".  BA’s  strategy  chancellor  in  the  MacDonald  I lent  in  our  society”.  How  true. 


is  much  subtler  than  simply  government  which  was 
paring  away  its  Britishness,  brought  down  by  the  1931 
Those  taflplane  images  by  crash.  When  his  Tory  succes- 
local  artists  mean  BA  owns,  in  sor  took  Sterling  off  the  gold 


how  very  true.  But  where  has 
one  heard  that  sort  of  defence 
before? 

Well,  down  the  hill  in  the 
hard-up  bits  of  Camden,  Is- 


airline  terms,  the  national  standard  — the  contemporary  hard-up  bits  of  Camden,  Is- 
identities  cf  many  of  its  local  equivalent  of  coming  out  of  lington  and  Tottenham,  as  it 
competitors.  Where  does  that  the  ERM  — Snowden  alleg-  happens.  Where  state  schools 
hlue  tracery  of  Delft  on  a BA  edly  complained:  “Nobody  in  similar  difficulties  are 
jumbo  leave  ELM?  What  is  told  us  we  could  do  that”  The  being  closed  down  or  humlli- 


Jumbo  leave  ELM?  What  is  told  us  we  could  do  that”  The 
South  African  Airways’  nobody  in  question  was  the 
answer  to  those  tribal  Sir  Humphrey  of  his  day. 
paintings?  Just  how  much  mandarin 


in  similar  difficulties  are 
being  closed  down  or  humili- 
ated by  David  Blunkett's  hit 
squads.  And  where  the  police 
take  a sterner  attitude,  espe- 


C 


ORPORATE  ma- 1 Airways  was  walking  straight  | on  any  ICI  stationery  these  j a high.  London  is.  if  we  be- 


keovers  have  tra- 
ditionally had  a 


into  the  same  mm  Afield  when 
it  signalled,  well  ahead  of 


bad  press  in  Brit-  time,  that  it  planned  to  change 


days,  so  it  might  have  seemed 
Logical  for  BA  to  follow  suit. 
In  li toting  ahead  of  time 


am  When  BT  in-  its  Image.  The  feet  that,  as  the  that  they  might  follow  suit.  Test  matches  and  World  Cup 
traduced  the  "pied  piper"  at  a changes  were  unveiled,  trade  the  airline's  spin  doctors  en-  qualifiers,  and  there  are 
cost  of  SSOm,  ridicule  was  the  unions  were  baDotting  mem-  sured  that  those  who  were  youthfttl  optimistic  hands  at 
first  reaction.  And  when  HP  bears  on  strike  action  over  the  ready  to  be  outraged  on  that  the  controls  of  Government 


lie vc  two-dozen  New  York  corporations  are  supposed  to 
journalists,  “the  world's  coo-  look  that  passengers  might  be 
lest  city’'.  England  is  winning  forgiven  for  forgetting  that 


paintings?  Just  hcrw  much  mandarin  take  a sterner  attitude,  esi 

Design  alone  is  not  going  to  trouble  Labour  ministers  J daily  If  tbe  yobs  are  black, 
give  BA  the  global  dominance 
it  craves.  But  the  airline  busi- 
ness  is  one  in  which,  which- 
ever carrier  passengers 
choose,  they  are  likely  to  be 
flying  in  a broadly  similar 
product  of  the  Boeing  fectory, 
which  makes  the  finishing 
touches  like  the  service,  the 
food  — and  tbe  design  — all 
the  more  important.  BA's 
makeover  extends  way  be- 
yond the  paintwork  on  jumbos 
to  include  napkins,  uniforms. 

Sd*'“ckde?SkS'i?lis  What  P»t  do  you  play  in  anvironmontal  decision  making?  Wh 

removed  from  the  way  giant  part  could  you  play?  The  Open  University's  naw  programme  « 
corporations  are  supposed  to-  •Environmental  Decision  Making'  is  designed  to  help  you  devefa 


TheOpen 

University 


Courses,  Diplomas 
and  an  MSc  in 
Environmental 
Decision  Making 


slanted  the  shields  on  its  fin- 
ing stations  and  stationery, 


sale  cf  the  company’s  catering  I score  find  themselves  deflated. 


pundits  and  would-be  con-  better  ammunition  for  the 
sumer  champions  were  cynics.  Perhaps  more  danger- 


division  could  not  have  made  Certainly  the  new  design  are  defiantly  not  a little  piece  tional  assets. 

looks  rather  less  like  the  Min-  of  England  in  the  air.  They  are  Regulators  may  stymie  BA's 
istzy  of  Air  Travel  than  its  local  transport  for  the  global  attempts  to  buy  its  way  to 
predecessor,  but  the  word  village.  They  stand  a good  global-superpower  status  by 
“British"  is  still  there,  bold  as  chance  of  winning  over  the  acquiring  rivals,  but  the 
brass  — or  bold  as  100  per  cent  new  generation  of  customers  power  of  images  is  one  which 
magenta,  100  per  cent  yellow,  who  see  themselves  less  as  governments  cannot  block.  If 
in  this  case.  This  is  less  an  adherents  to  one  country  than  the  new  livery  can  deliver  half 
pTrample  of  abandoning  Brit-  as  global  consumers,  picking  of  what  it  promises.  £60m 
ighrtiws  than  of  embracing  a the  best  wherever  it  orginates-  starts  to  look  cheap. 


st  city”.  England  is  winning  forgiven  for  forgetting  that 
st  matches  and  World  Cup  they  are  Dying  with  Global 
lalifiers,  and  there  are  Megacorp  and  start  to  add 
mthfUl  optimistic  hands  at  warmth  and  humour  to  reli- 
te  controls  of  Government  ability  and  competence  in  the 
These  newly  painted  planes  list  of  British  Airways  emo- 


looks  rather  less  like  the  Min-  of  England  in  the  air.  They  are 
istry  of  Air  Travel  than  its  local  transport  for  the  global 


aghast.  How  they  asked,  could  ous  stiff,  for  what  was  in  predecessor,  but  the  word  village.  They  stand  a good 
tbesefirms  justify  spending  so  recent  memory  a nationalised  "British"  is  still  there,  bold  as  chance  of  winning  over  the 
much  on  tinkering  with  sign-  industry,  is  the  accusation  brass  — or  bold  as  100  per  cent  new  generation  of  customers 


ftOflrdlg especially  when,  in  that  it  is  back-pedalling  on  its 

BTs  case,  there  were  plenty  of  Britishness.  British  Telecom 


disgruntled  employees  whose 

jobless  fixtures  made  a bleak 

contrast  to  the  well-paid  opu- 
lence of  the  design  world? 

On  the  fece  of  it,  British 


find  British  Petroleum  have 
decided  they  want  to  be 
known  by  their  initials,  and 
you  will  not  find  the  wards 
Imperial  rihemiral  industries 


magenta,  100  per  cent  yellow,  who  see  themselves  less  as 
in  this  case.  This  is  less  an  adherents  to  one  country  than 


ishness  than  of  embracing  a the  best  wherever  it  orglnstes. 
new  definition  of  what  Brit-  That  could  mean  American 
ain's  about.  Right  now  Brit-  jeans,  German  cars  — and 
a in’s  image  in  the  world  is  on  British  Airways. 


starts  to  look  cheap. 

Mike  Hewitt  Is  editor  oT 
Marketing  magazine 


Life  after  death  between  the  covers 


ttiiariwg  the  chances  of  a for  example  by  dedicating 
post-publication  rebuttal,  each  of  your  13  novels, 
Thus  the  reference  in  mysteriously,  to  a different 
Evelyn  Waugh’s  under-  person  (“To  Suzy,  in  fond 


DJ  Taylor  offers  seven  handy  hints 
to  today’s  literary  upstarts  on  how  to 
achieve  everlasting  media  fame 


graduate  diaries  to  whip- 
ping someone  called 


(“Yes,  I shall  be  there,”  is  ping  someoi 
the  best  reply  to  any  invite-  “Tony”  sparked 
tion);  a habit  that  biogra-  murral  from 
phers  And  perennially  al-  Powell 
luring.  Make  sure  that  5 The  life /art 


memory”),  or  leaving  tri- 
fling sums  of  money  in  yonr 


“Tony”  sparked  a hasty  de-  will  to  half-a-dozen  girls 
murral  from  Anthony  you  were  at  college  with. 
Powell.  7 Death.  Only  two  options. 

5 The  life/ art  opposition.  Either  prematurely,  leav- 
Make  sure  that  your  life  Is  ing  tantalising  shards  of ; 


Fttniw  nvlan  Thomas’  rules  for  preserving  one’s  close  friends,  who  may  to  the  themes  or 

poeTto  literary  immortality.  have  to  review  yoor  Col-  gtotea  work  - ftert 

williams’  1 Unpublished  worKs.  At  lected  Letters  after  yonr  children’s  writers  n 

nfov  foe  some  point  in  yonr  early  death  (see  Philip  Larkin).  ing  their  families  (En 

newiy  fisccrvereopW.  20*  placeall  foe  poems  you  3 Base  at  least  one  mad  ton),  family-values 

air  above  literary  London  are  best  ITS  mistreatine 


luring.  Make  sure  that  5 The  life /art  opposition.  Either  prematurely,  ieav- 
le tiers  to  dose  friends  are  Make  sore  that  your  life  Is  ing  tantalising  shards  of 
routinely  insulting  to  other  lived  out  in  sharp  contrast  promise,  or  in  your  nonage, 
close  friends,  who  may  to  the  themes  of  your  festooned  with  honours, 
have  to  review  your  Col-  printed  work  — bestselling  amid  a circle  of  younger 
lected  Letters  after  yonr  children’s  writers  neglect-  friends,  who  can  contribute 
death  (see  Philip  Larkin).  ing  their  families  (Enid  Bly-  to  yonr  memorial  volume. 
3 Base  at  least  one  mad  ton),  family-values  mer-  Above  all  remember  that 
relative.  Wives  are  best  (TS  chants  mistreating  their  immortality  has  to  be 


amid  a circle  of  younger 
friends,  who  can  contribute 
to  yonr  memorial  volume. 
Above  all  remember  that 
immortality  has  to  be 


St  ^ LTiwb  wrote  to  school  magazines  relative.  Wives  are  best  (ra  chants  mistreaong  tneir  immunim,  aas  10  oe 

foe  tea6  box  masked  “tobe  Eliot.  Thackeray),  siblings  wives  (Dickens).  The  chron-  workedaL  As  Shakespeare 
to  m other  opened  after  my  death”  will  do  at  a pinch.  If  all  else  icier  of  monogamic  bUss  observed,  nme  hath,  my 

tong^warted.  In  no  otter  open^  lmpres-  foils,  go  mad  yourself.  should  always  be  a serial  Lord,  a wallet  at  his  back, 

branch  of  pnbU^Ufe.  4 diary.  Ideally  fois  admterer.  ^erein  he  puts  alms  for 

apparently.  Is  Itsoeasyto  4imt*^n™1h„Tlr  ^ 55,^^  be  written  in  code  0 Sen  A difficult  one.  As  a oblivion, 

keep  obscurity  At  b^.  But  poems  to  accept  (Samuel  Pepys).  At  the  very  general  rule,  either  lots  or  Make  that  first  payment 

what  should  theaspiring  ^uemeupoems  w ascribe  foe  none  at  all  For  best  results,  now. 

30-year-dld  novelist  do  to  _ vilest  depravities  to  people  sprinkle  aniseed  lmpreca-  

entice  foe  biogra^ere  ^ Jarae  m known  only  by  their  Chris-  sion  across  the  path  of  foe  DJ  Taylor  s latest  novel  is 

the  late  Slst.eent,^j2^le  dates  andParrangementS  ttan  names,  thereby  maxi-  biographical  bloodhounds,  English  Settlement  (Vintage) 


should  always  be  a serial  Lord,  a wallet  at  his  back, 
adulterer.  wherein  he  puts  alms  for 

6 Sex.  A difficult  one.  As  a oblivion.” 
general  rule,  either  lots  or  Make  that  first  payment 
» a at  aiL  For  best  results,  now. 


DJ  Taylor's  latest  novel  is 
English  Settlement  (Vintage) 


What  port  do  you  play  in  environmental  decision  making?  What 
part  could  you  play?  The  Open  University's  naw  programme  on 
'Environmental  Decision  Making'  is  desipied  to  help  you  develop 
your  skills  and  become  more  actively  Involved  in  decisions  in  your 
community  and  in  your  workplace  and  professional  Gle,  from  the 
local  to  the  international  level. 

6 month  courses  or  an  MSc 

Environmental  Decision  Making:  a systems  approach  is  one  of  a 
number  of  individual  6 month  courses  you  can  take  on  a one-off 
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Environmental  Decision  Making. 
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Salvatore  Flume 


Monumental 

mystery  man 


SALVATORE  Fiume. 
who  has  died  aged 
81,  was  one  of  the 
leading  figurative 
artists  of  postwar 
Italy.  In  paintings  and  sculp- 
tures he  produced  highly  styl- 
ised, even  distorted  represen- 
tations of  conventional 
subjects,  in  particular  the  fe- 
male nude.  This  combination 
of  conservatism  and  moder- 
nity was  undoubtedly  influ- 
enced by  artists,  such  as 
Mario  Sironi.  who  were 
associated  with  the  Nouecento 
movement  during  the  Fascist 
period.  Moreover,  his  work 
often  created  a dream-like, 
surreal  atmosphere  reminis- 
cent of  Giorgio  De  Chirico, 
and  anticipating  the  work  of 
Transcwanguardia  artists,  in- 
cluding Sandro  Chia  and 

Mimmn  Pa  lari  inn 

Flume  was  bora  at  Comiso 
In  Sicily  but  was  trained  at 
the  Istituto  d’Arte  in  U rhino 
from  1931  to  1936,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Milan.  He 
remained  in  northern  Italy,-) 
eventually  settling  in  Canzo, 


near  Como.  Although  he  pub- 
Ushed  a moderately  success- 
ful autobiographical  novel. 

Vita  Gioamda  (Happy  Life} 
In  1943,  his  paintings  received 
little  attention  until  1946 
when  he  exhibited  under  a 
fictitious  Andalusian  name 
Francisco  Ueyo. 

In  1950  his  works,  no  longer 
pseudonymous,  were  shown 
at  the  Venice  Biennale.  He 
showed  the  Isole  di  fttgtite  (Is- 
lands of  Statues),  depicting 
immense,  highly  abstracted 
female  figures,  standing  on  Is- 
lands set  in  an  eerie  De  Chiri- 
coesque  city,  where  blank 
modem  buildings  vie  with 
classical  temples. 

The  combination  of  geomet- 
ric rigour  and  poetic  ambigu- 
ity that  characterises  these 
paintings  also  appears  in  Flu- 
me’s large-scale  works.  These 
ranged  from  decorative 
schemes  for  transatlantic  lin- 
ers and  the  Time  and  Life  of- 
fices in  New  York  — all  early 
1950s  — to  stage  designs  for 
Milan,  London,  Rome  and  Pa- 
lermo opera  houses.  Perhaps 


Geometric 

rigour  and 

poetic 

ambiguity 

were 

combined 

in  work 

that  often 

recalled 

the 

dream-like, 
surreal 
atmosphere 
created  by 
Giorgio  De 
Chirico 


the  most  dramatic  of  Flume’s 
monumental  commissions 
was  the  apse  mosaic  in  the 
new  Basilica  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion in  Nazareth  (1967). 

These,  however,  seem  mod- 
est in  comparison  with  the 
church  designs  that  he  dis- 
played in  1976  at  Rome's  Pa- 
lazzo delle  Esposizioni.  These 
plans,  were  for  a Byzan tine- 
style  basilica  surmounted  by 
a colossal  sculpted  head  of 
Christ,  and  were  withdrawn 
from  exhibition  by  the  com- 
munist city  council,  which 
appeared  to  have  regarded 
them  as  ostentatious.  Simi- 
larly FLume's  extraordinary 
scheme,  published  in  1991,  for 
a presidential  palace  in 
Guinea  which  would  have 
taken  the  form  of  a Roman  tri- 
umphal arch,  was  never  exe- 
cuted for  political  reasons. 

As  Flume  himself  admitted, 
there  was  an  essential  differ- 
ence between  his  designs,  so 
dose  to  the  cityscapes  of  his 
paintings,  and  more  conven- 
tional building  projects:  ‘"Hie 
architects  are  guided  by  two 
conditions:  capital  and  mate- 
rials; I,  Instead,  am  free.” 

Just  as  Flume's  architec- 
tural fantasies  tended 
towards  a classical  style,  so 
his  paintings  aim  abound 
with  references  to  the  an- 
tique. On  occasion  these  take 
the  form  of  specific  ancient 
subjects,  such  as  the  Three 
Graces  or  The  Aeneid,  for 
which  he  produced  a series  of 
illustrations  in  1990.  More 
usually,  bis  allusions  have  an 
enigmatic,  surreal  quality: 
columns  metamorphose  into 
mannequins  — again  recall- 
ing De  Chirico  — while  mys- 
terious narratives,  often  vio- 
lent or  erotic,  take  place 
between  human  figures,  cen- 
taurs and  Minoan-like  bulls. 

The  frequent  appearance  of 
the  bull  in  Flume's  work  also 
reveals  his  admiration  for  Pi- 
casso, who  often  uses  this 
creature  as  a symbol  of  pas- 


Broad  brush Flume  made  a mark  as  painter,  sculptor,  set  designer  qiamcarlo  caloja 


sion  or  cruelty.  Fiume's 
paintings  also  include  occa- 
sional parodies  of  Cubism, 
which  are  juxtaposed  with 
references  to  Raphael  and 
other  heroic  figures  of  the 
past  Fiume's  most  revered 
Old  Master  was  another  Span- 
iard, Goya,  whose  memorable 
clothed  and  naked  Mayas  of 
the  1800s  were  a vital  inspira- 
tion for  Flume's  own  recum- 
bent female  nudes,  although 
these  are  also  indebted  to  Ma- 
net, Gauguin  and  the  Alge- 
rian paintings  of  Delacroix. 

As  well  as  his  odalisques. 
Flume  also  produced  a series 
of  works  concentrating  on 
certain  areas  of  the  female 
body,  isolated  like  details  in  a 
landscape.  These  were  all 


painted  in  a sensuous,  almost 
Baroque  style  with  rich 
colours  and  expressive  brush- 
work.  His  sculptures  of 
women  drew  on  quite  differ- 
ent sources,  applying  angular 
Cubist  shapes  to  the  forms  of 
tribal  totems.  As  always,  how- 
ever, the  element  of  abstrac- 
tion does  not  make  excessive 
demands  on  the  viewer,  nor 
does  it  obscure  his  fundamen- 
tal aim,  the  celebration  of  the 
female  sex. 

Fiume  expressed  his  appre- 
ciation of  women  in  colourful 
interviews,  as  well -as  in  bis 
poems  and  plays,  revealing  at- 
titudes that  might  sometimes 
offend  delicate  younger  gen- 
erations. His  admiration  for 
the  female  roles  of  mother. 


lover  and  muse  did  not  pre- 
vent him  from  working  with 
his  daughter  Laura,  one  of 
several  painters  with  whom 
he  revived  traditional  prac- 
tices of  artistic  collaboration, 
as  Noaecento  artists  bad  at- 
tempted to  do  earlier  In  the 
century. 

With  Flume’s  death,  Italian 
art  has  lost  not  only  one  of  its 
most  vivid  and  outspoken 
characters,  un  aero  dongio- 
oanni  — in  the  words  of  the 
photographer  Walter  Mori  — 
but  also  a distinguished  post- 
war champion  of  classicism. 


Christopher  Masters 


Salvatore  Flume,  artist,  bom  Oc- 
tober 23, 1915;  died  June  3, 1997 


Letter: 

Taters  ’ Chatham 


Mark  Ellin  writes:  Duncan 
Campbell's  obituary  of  the 
celebrated  cat-burglar 
George  ‘Taters"  Chatham 
(June  7)  was  vastly  offensive 
and  embarrassingly  old- 
fashioned. 

I can’t  believe,  in  the 
Guardian  of  all  places,  that 
we're  still  being  invited  to 
applaud  the  sepia-tinged 
capers  of  the  Crafty  Crims  of 
Yesteryear  simply  because 
they  apparently  possessed 
some  spurious  notion  of 
principles  (the  repulsive 
"Taters".  we  learn,  looked 
down  on  gangsters  and 
bravely  carried  out  all  his 
crimes  himself). 

Clearly  principles  didn’t 
stop  him  breaking  into  the 
□ext  door  bouse  if  the  one 
he’d  entered  wasn't  up  to 
scratch  (how  tremendous 
we'd  all  feel  if  either  one 
was  ours),  or  restrain  the 
loveable  old  rogue  from  rou- 
tinely coshing  policemen 
and  van  drivers. 

We're  all  terrified  of  a life- 
altering  visit  from  one  of 
today's  urban  thieves,  and 
we  detest  their  level  of 
cruelty  and  malice,  and  yet 
we're  all  supposed  to  be 
buffing  up  fond  anecdotes 
about  their  no-less-despica- 
ble  forefathers. 

There's  an  irony  there 
somewhere. 


Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alastair  Ewing 


On  the  bridge  of  the  last  battleship 


THE  LAST  captain  of 
Britain's  last  battle- 
ship, Vice-Admiral  Sir 
Alastair  Ewing,  who 
has  died  aged  88,  saw  service 
in  the  harshest  naval  theatre 
of  the  second  world  war — the 
northerly  route  to  Russia, 
where  he  commanded  a de- 
stroyer in  the  PQ 17  convoy 
disaster. 

In  the  continuous  Arctic 
daylight  of  midsummer  1942 
the  Germans  attacked  by  all 
available  means  the  mer- 
chant shipping  convoys  en 
route  from  Britain  via  Iceland 
to  Murmansk.  U-boats  and 
aircraft  would  strike  west  of 
Bear  Island  and  heavy  sur- 
face forces,  led  by  the  battle- 
ship Tirpitz,  would  attack 
east  of  it 

The  British  sailed  PQ17 
eastward  to  Russia  on  June 
27.  Escorting  heavy  ships 
were  ordered  not  to  sail  east 
of  Bear  Island  if  the  Tirpitz 
left  her  Norwegian  base:  west 
of  it  13  Allied  submarines  lay 
in  wait  for  her.  The  36  mer- 
chantmen were  closely  es- 
corted by  six  destroyers  and  a 
small  swarm  of  lesser  vessels. 
Four  cruisers  provided  inter- 
mediate escort  to  the  north 
and  the  Home  Fleet  provided 
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very  distant  cover  to  the 
south.  The  freighters  carried 
137,000  tonnes  of  military  sup- 
plies. Much  of  the  shipping 
and  a substantial  minority  of 
the  escorting  forces  were 
American. 

The  first  clash  came  on 
July  1.  PQ  17  was  sighted  by 
U-boats  and  the  Luftwaffe  as 
the  four  cruisers  sailed  past 
the  convoy  to  cover  it  from  40 
miles  north.  Evasive  action 
and  a fog  prevented  any  loss. 
On  July  3 Royal  Air  Force 
reconnaissance  discovered 
that  the  Tirpitz  and  an  escort 
bad  put  to  sea.  whereabouts 
unknown.  PQ17  passed  north 
of  Bear  Island  that  night  By 
July  5 chief  of  naval  staff  Ad- 
miral Sir  Dudley  Pound  knew 
that  the  Tirpitz,  the  world's 
most  powerful  battleship  out- 
side Japan,  bad  joined  up 
with  other  major  units  at  Al- 
tenfiord  in  the  for  north,  but 
bad  weather  barred  the  RAF 
from  finding  out  more. 

This  implied  that  PQ  17  and 
its  cruiser  screen,  sailing  east 
40  miles  apart  were  threat- 
ened by  massive  surface 
attack.  Pound’s  terrible  di- 
lemma was  whether  to  keep 
the  convoy  together  against 
the  known  U-boat  and  aircraft 
threat  or  to  disperse  it  against 
the  feared  one  from  the  Tir- 
pitz, as  contemporary  tactics 
decreed  — the  manuals  were 
unhelpful  on  what  to  do  in  the 
event  of  all  three. 

At  9.36pm  pound  ordered 
the  four  cruisers  to  withdraw 
to  the  west  His  second  mes- 
sage told  the  convoy  to  dis- 
perse; a few  minutes  later,  the 
third  and  final  signal  ordered: 
“Convoy  is  to  scatter.” 

The  Tirpitz  was  back  In  Al- 
tenfiord,  hundreds  of  miles  to 


Jackdaw 


Ewing . . . two  mentions  in  dispatches  for  convoy  work 


Mod  cons 

WHY  do  we  withhold  our  en- 
thusiasm? We  speak  without 
embarrassment  of  “loving” 
Mozart  Are  we  allowed  to 
love  works  of  art?  Do  we,  and, 
if  we  did.  would  we  admit  to 
it?  The  word  seems  wrong, 
uncalled  for,  certainly  over 
the  top  if  applied  to  modem 
art.  We  might  admit  to  loving 
a Constable,  but  an  Ayres,  a 
McKeever?That  would  be  an 
affectation.  Our  open  enthu- 
siasm for  music,  even  mod- 
ern music  and  our  informed 
response  to  it,  have  grown  mi- 
raculously since  Myra  Hess 
gave  her  wartime  recitals  in  a 
National  Gallery,  bare  except 
for  one  picture.  Now  we  have 


the  north,  after  the  briefest 
foray  — cancelled,  when  the 
Germans  discovered  that 
PQ17  had  scattered.  This  left 
the  Luftwaffe  free  to  sink  12 
freighters  and  a rescue-ship 
while  the  U-boats  destroyed 
10  more  merchantmen  at  wilL 

Only  11  freighters  and  two 
rescue-ships  got  to  Russia 
with  barely  60,000  tonnes  of 
munitions  — a casualty  rate 
of  two-thirds,  including  430 
tanks  and  2io  planes  for 
Soviet  forces. 

Lieutenant-Commander 
Ewing  was  captain  of  HMS 
Offa,  a destroyer  with  the 
close  escort  led  by  Command- 


art  and  music  aplenty  and  1 
pin  some  hesitant  faith  on  the 
thought  that  where  love  of 
music  flourishes  love  of  art 

will  follow. 

Children  now  do  art  at 
school  and  discuss  art  and  are 
taken  to  museums  and  galler- 
ies. That  must  be  good  (in  my 
school  of  blessed  memory  the 
word  art  was  never  heard),  I 
hope  it  breeds  the  slow  in- 
quiring attention  the  best  art 
calls  for.  Listening  to  music 
calls  for  time,  and  we  know 
we  haven’theard  it  unless  we 
give  it  that  Art  takes  time 
too,  and  a similar  kind  of  at- 
tention. Familiarity  removes 
barriers  and  breeds  foith.  In- 
stead, egged  on  by  the  media's 
need  for  conflict  art  is  deliv- 
ered to  us  as  a kind  of  sport,  a 
passing  show  of  winners  and 
losers,  goals  and  fouls, 
quickly  forgotten  as  we  await 
the  next  event  Betting  on  the 
winner  of  the  Turner  prize  is 
symbolic  of  a wider  attitude. 
Art  Quarterly  challenges  the 
way  we  look  at  modem  art. 

Game  boys 

TECHNOLOGICALLY  en- 
abled realism  goes  beyond  bet- 


er  JE  Broome.  Both  men  and 
several  colleagues  were  soon 
perplexed  by  the  feet  that 
nothing  happened  in  the  area 
after  the  dispersal  Ewing  and 
others  considered  staying 
with  the  freighters,  but  the 
order  to  scatter  was  unmis- 
takably, tragically,  clear. 

Similar  puzzlement  affected 
the  needlessly  retreating 
cruiser  screen,  which  also 
sighted  nothing.  The  German 
price  for  their  huge  victory 
was  five  aircraft  lost  The 
Americans  and  the  merchant 
seamen  were  furious  with  the 
Royal  Navy.  Pound  was  by 
then  a sick  man  under  huge 


ter  images,  better  sound,  bet- 
ter mimicked  gameplay.  With 
most  new  games  from  major 
software  houses  now  support- 
ing networks,  you  no  longer 
need  to  explore  a demon  in- 
tested  dungeon  of  your  own: 
you  can  do  it  in  the  company 
of  fellow  gamepLayers  on 
other  computers  on  the  net- 
work — or  even  pit  yourself 
against  them.  Your  competi- 
tors are  no  longer  computer 
controlled  but  human  con- 
trolled —and  believe  me. 
knowing  you  are  playing  an- 
other living  being  adds  a 
pulse  racing  extra  dimension 
to  the  game.  The  Internet,  one 
huge  network,  has  sprouted 
games  forums  where  players 
can  logon  to  battle  the  very 
best  in  the  world— but  If  S' 
also  sickeningly  gratifying  to 
see  your  boss  explode  in  a 
scarlet  fountain  as  you  blast 
him  with  a missile  launcher. 

The  arguments  program- 
mers currently  wield  are 
compelling.  Why  watch  Die 
Hard  when  you  can  be  John 
McClane?  Why  watch  the  big 
soccer  final  when  you  can 
play  in  the  Cup  yourself? 


stress;  his  blunder  was  to 
take  a tactical  decision  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  competent 
commander  on  the  spot,  Rear- 
Admiral  L H K Hamilton  with 
the  cruiser  screen. 

Ewing  came  from  a Scottish 
borders  landowning,  military 
femily.  He  won  two  mentions 
in  dispatches  for  his  convoy 
work.  After  passing  - out  of 
Dartmouth  in  1926,  he  served 
in  larger  ships  before  trans- 
ferring to  destroyers  in  the 
Mediterranean  in  1930. 

He  had  a prominent  hand  in 
the  sinking  erf  two  U-boats  in 
the  first  six  months  of  the  war 
and  went  on  to  win  the  DSC 
for  his  part  in  six  Russian 
convoy  runs.  He  commanded 
three  destroyers  and  a de- 
stroyer-leader during  the 
war.  Postwar,  he  was  pro- 
moted captain  and  served  as  a 
staff  officer  in  Washington  for 
the  formation  of  Nato. 

He  returned  to  Britain  to 
command  HMS  Vanguard, 
the  Navy’s  last  “big  gun” 
ship,  leading  the  Coronation 
Naval  Review  in  1953  shortly 
before  she  went  into  reserve 

— she  was  scrapped  in  1960. 
He  retired  as  a vice-admiral 
with  the  CB  and  KBE  in  1962. 

He  and  his  first  wife,  Diana 

— they  married  in  1942  — 
then  moved  to  the  US,  where 
he  dealt  In  property  and 
boats.  Ewing  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  1980  on  her  death.  He 
married  his  second  wife, 
Anne,  In  1984;  she,  his  son 
and  her  children  from  an  ear- 
lier marriage  survive  him. 


Dan  Van  DerVat 


live  from.  Vegas  when  you 


Vice-Admiral  Sir  Alastair  Ewing, 
naval  officer,  bom  April  10, 1909; 
died  May  19. 1997 


can  be  the  one  punching  the 
digital  lights  out  ofMike  Ty- 
son? But  of  course  in  each 
case  the  two  experiences  are 
utterly  distinct,  and  which 
yon  choose  comes  down  to 
mood — would  you  rather  be 
a spectator  or  a competitor? 
Sight  and  Sound  gives  a new 
meaning  to  being  an  armchair 
supporter. 

Style  warp 

BY  the  1970s  plastics  had  lost 
then-  novelty  and  many  of  the 


John  Tee 


Benchmarks 


JOHN  Tee,  who  has  died 
aged  65  from  the  com- 
plications of  an  opera- 
tion for  cancer,  said 
that  his  own  many  mistakes 
had  made  him  less  judgmen- 
tal of  others.  He  was  a promi- 
nent London  magistrate  and  a 
remarkable  man  whose  life 
was  a testimony  against 
smugness.  As  a deputy  chair- 
man of  the  Inner  London 
youth  and  femily  panels,  he 
displayed  a wisdom  informed 
by  both  his  djfWmii*  childhood 
end  his  domestic  life. 

John  — or  Sam  as  he  was 
known  to  bis  family  — bad  a 
disturbed  and  emotionally  de- 
prived childhood  which  left 
Mm  determined  later  to  do 
what  he  could  to  reduce  the 
damage  that  children  can  suf- 
fer as  a result  of  their  fam- 
ilies. He  was  a chartered  sur- 
veyor by  profession,  who 
joined  a West  End  company 
before  national  service  as  a 
Royal  Engineers  officer.  In 
1959  he  set  up  Fresson  and 
Tee,  with  Ken  Fresson,  where 
he  worked  until  his  death. 

He  married  Nelly  In  1962 
and  together  they  had  four 
children  — two  daughters  and 
two  sons.  They  separated  in 
1975.  He  was  appointed  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  became  a 
juvenile  court  magistrate  in 
1980.  He  was  fiercely  proud  of 
the  voluntary  nature  of  his 
position  and  strived  to  use  the 
justice  system  to  help  chil- 
dren — and  he  was  a trustee 
of  the  Pre-School  Playgroups’ 
Association  for  the  last  10 
years. 

In  1988  a fellow  magistrate 
asked  him  for  professional 
help  with  the  purchase  of  a 
building  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Peper  Harow  Founda- 
tion. to  set  up  what  became 
Thornby  Hall  in  Northamp- 
tonshire— a therapeutic  com- 
munity for  disturbed  adoles- 
cents of  which  he  became  a 
trustee. 

In  1991  John  was  elected  to 
the  committee  of  magistrates 
and  was  also  elected  vice 
chairman  of  the  inner  London 
family  panel.  In  1992  he  WBS 
appointed  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor’s Inner  London  advi- 
sory committee.  When  he  was 
put  up  for  chairman  of  the 
inner  London  femily  panel, 
be  wanted  to  make  sure  that 
the  panel  understood  just  who 
they  were  electing.  In  a per- 
sonal statement  he  said  that 
he  had  been  living  with  his 
same-sex  partner  for  the  past 
18  years.  He  was  elected  over- 
whelmingly. By  announcing 
that  he  was  gay,  he  ensured 
that  sexuality  was  less  of  an 
issue  for  others  in  the  future. 

He  was  worried  that  the 
tabloids  might  harass  him. 
But  the  only  time  he  had  to 


deal  with  the  press  was  whan 
reporting  restrictions  were 
lifted  on  one  of  the  cases  cam 
which  tea  happened  ta  ja»- 
side.  He  found  bis  name-fog. 
tured  prominently  in  the 
newspapers  when  be  bad% 
rule  on  the  Boy. George patef* 
nitycase. 

As  chairman  of  the  texttty 
panel,  be  shared  the  view  that 
the  femily  jurisdiction  incooK 
tral  London  should  be  orga- 
nised from  one  centre  and  out 
distributed  across  the 
boroughs  and  this  Was. 
achieved  with  the  recent 
opening  of  the  Inner  London 
and  City  Family  Proceedings 
Court  at  Wells  Street. 

The  trauma  John  experi- 
enced at  the  end  <rf  his  mar- 
riage led  him  to  consult  a 
counsellor,  and  he  in  .turn. 


Birthdays 


Blueprint . . . plastic  homage 


Tony  Allcock,  bowler,  42; 
John  AspinalL  casino  and 
zoo-owner,  70;  Diana  Arm- 
field,  textile  designer  and 
painter,  77;  Michael  Ca- 
coy anziis,  film  and  stage  di- 
rector, 75;  Jacques  Cous- 
teau, undersea  explorer,  87; 
Lyndsey  de  Paul,  singer,  47; 
John  Dyson,  cricketer,  43; 
Sir  Marcus  Fox,  former  Con- 
servative MP,  70;  Athol  Fu- 
gard, playwright,  65;  Dame 
Beryl  Grey,  prlma  ballerina, 
70;  Rachael  Heyhoe  Flint, 
cricketer,  broadcaster,  57; 
Alan  Haworth  MP,  junior 
employment  minister,  53; 
Hugh  Laurie,  actor,  38;  Ju- 
liet Lodge.  Professor  of  Euro- 
pean Politics,  Hull  Universi- 
ty, 49;  Paul  Mellon,  arts 
patron.  90;  Michael  Meyer, 
novelist  and  translator,  76; 
Jenny  Pitman,  racehorse 
trainer,  51;  Timothy  Sains- 
bury,  former  Conservative 
minister,  65;  Jackie  Stewart, 
racing  driver.  58;  Richard 
Todd,  actor,  78;  Dr  Sir  Ge- 
rard Vaughan,  former  Con- 
servative Minister,  74;  Gene 
Wilder,  actor,  62;  Lt-Gen  Sir 
Michael  Wilkes,  Adjutant 
General,  51. 


products  themselves,  if  they 
had  not  already  punctured  or 
collapsed,  were  showing 
signs  of  rapid  obsolescence. 
In  the  dark  ages  of  the  1980s 
plastics  were  decidedly  out  of 
favour  in  the  home — wood 
and  wicker  and  other 
"natural"  materials  being 
favoured  in  their  place. 

Suddenly,  though,  tn  the 
mid  1990s.  the  wheel  has 
turned  full  circle  and  syn- 
thetic materials  are  back. 
Walk  into  any  remotely  style 
conscious  domestic  retail  out- 
let today  and  you  couldn’t  foil 
to  notice  the  explosion  on  the 
market  for  plastic  accesso- 
ries — from  translucent  or- 
ange toothbrush  holders, 
apple  green  magazine  racks 
and  aqua  bine  bins  to  inflat- 
able clocks  and  lamps. 

The  last  time  plastics  en- 
joyed such  a vogue  was  30 
years  ago,  and  it  almost 
seems  as  if  that  in  rediscover- 

tog  these  materials  designers 

have  found  a way  to  have  fan 
agin,  just  as  they  did  in  the 

In  the  1990s  the  tones  and 
textures  are  different — matt 


colours  have  replaced  the 


As  a juvenile  . 
court  magistrate 
he  strived  to  use 
the  justice 
system  to 
help  children 

studied  counselling.  His  gar- 
dening led  him  to  becoming  a 
fellow  of  the  Royal  Horticul- 
tural Society.  He  used  his  bi- 
cycle to  gO  to  dinner  parties 
and  court,  and  was  a member 
of  the  London  Cycling  Cam- 
paign. His  love  of  the  Thames 
had  begun  in  childhood  and 
he  bought  a Henley  riverside 
house  and  was  a member  of 
the  Upper  Thames  Sailing 
Club.  John  Tee  was  an  enthu- 
siast of  life;  with  an  energy 
that  made  his  sudden  death 
all  the  harder  to  bear  for  his 
femily  and  friends. 


Scartott  MccGwtrw 


John  Samuel  Tee,  surveyor  and 
magistrate,  bom  July  27  1931; 
died  May  31 1997 


Death  Notices 

HOWARD,  Bob-  Suddenly  on  W>  June 
1997.  Loving  husband  of  Dorothy  and  father 
at  Robert  A dear  friend  ana  colleague, 
respected  MHInte  ofDctel  «t  MSP  Liver- 
pool will  be  sadly  missed. 

SKINNER.  Edward  Jonathan  OuentkL. 
Suddonhr  m London  on  June  A.  Much  loved 
eon  of  Joy  end  Jbmiy  Skinner  sod  brother 
of  Catherine.  Sarah  and  Stephan.  Memorial 
service  a St  Paul's,  KmoWabridoa,  4.00pm 

5i™S  Sil1-  ® KBnyon 


TURNER.  Qaothey  Many.  In  his  HTBi  year. 
Much  loved  by  Alison.  Rostra.  Wool.  Katy. 
JonquB  end  nft  many  trienda.  On  me  W)  ol 


June  si  home  in  Qxnn.  Birkenhead. 

In  Memoriam 

aWfOHS.  Carotin#,  n.9.1957  - 49.1W7. 
Lovingly  romamberea  on  her  4001  birthday 
as  always,  by  her  stater  HUary  Wright 

Births 

□raWEIXL  ConoratuUdans  la  Claim  and 
Martin  on  On  birth  of  Thomas  Charles,  on 
June  4th  1BB7.  WHh  lave  from  all  Hie  hurfty. 

Birthdays 

WISEMAN.  JuBs, 

When  — in  sifts  my  Jufls  goes.  . 
why  dien.  rrmditnta.  hew  swoedy  flaws 
The  BqeefacMort  of  her  oftnhesl 
Next  when  I cast  mine  ey—  and  see 
That  vibration  each  way  Iree. 

O.  how  e—  guaering  take*  me! 

0,1  your 

Sent  and  3pm  MofrFrf. 


smooth  opaque  reds,  yellows, 
oranges  and  whites  of  the  six- 
ties— but  the  wayin  which  ' 
plastic  as  a material  is  being 
exploited  so  ingeniously  and 
ebulliently  once  again  bears 
strong  similarities  to  the  ear^ 
Iter  period. 

Are  the  designers  today 
conscious  of  history 
repeating  itself?  Are  they 
aware  that  some  of  their  - 
earlier  ideas  are  prefigured 
by  the  work  of  an  earlier 
generation?  Frightening  as  ft 
may  sound  to  those  of  us  who 
predate  them,  today’s 
designers  were  born  as  late  as 
the  1970s  and  have  no  direct, 
recollection  of  the  previous  ; 
decade. 

Have  the  sixties  lead  to  — . 
inspiration  or  imitation  asks  - 
Blueprint 


Jackdaw  wants  your  jewels.  E- 

maU, 

Jodsdtxw^uardkauxMk-l  . 
fax  0171-713  4365;  write 
Jackdaw,  The  Guardian.  119 
Farringdon  Road,  London  . 
ECWSER. 


Hannah  Pool 
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Global  BA  right  to 
abandon  the  flag 


r*  


■"HERE  i 
I deal  of 
I compa 


’ * issued  by  the  SFA  sought  to 
g||jjP£^!SK&  introduce  the  concept  of  the 
r-1'  -si  reverse  burden  of  proof, 
aBK  under  which  the  senior  offii- 
clals  at  such  companies  as 
P|||^  Barings  would  have  to  dem- 

■ onstrate  their  innocence  or  be 

SSaEsiBrei^  -•  liable  to  the  same  kind  of  pen* 

allies  as  their  underlings. 
This,  however,  produced 
u..  negative  vibes  from  some 

Uy  City  firms,  with  complaints 

1 immor  about  natural  justice  not 

• being  observed  and  threats 

that  those  caught  in  the  net 
is  always  a great  might  seek  judicial  review, 
scepticism  when  delaying  the  speed  and  effec- 
I companies  replace  a tiveness  of  the  judicial  pro- 
tried  and  tested  brand  iden-  cess, 
tity  with  a new  one,  espe-  Despite  the  criticism,  the 
cially  when  it  costs  £60  mil-  regulators  have  not  given  up 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


lion  and  involves  jettisoning  on  holding  senior  manage- 
the  flag.  However,  in  the  case  ment  to  account  for  the  mis- 
of  British  Airways,  this  deeds  of  convicted  under- 


KATSUYUKI  Sugita  (centre),  new 
president  and  other  new,  young  board 
members  ofDai-Ichi  Kangyo  Bank  (DKB), 
seen  yesterday  bowing  in  abject  apology  to 
shareholders!,  customers  and  Japanese 


society  for  the  bank's  illegal  ihaww  to  a 
racketeer.  “The  road  to  regaining  the  trust 
we  have  lost  is  going  to  be  a long  one.  Iam 
very  much  aware  of what  a rugged  dimh  we 
have  ahead  of  us,”  Mr  Sugita  said  after  four 


more  DKB  executives  were  arrested  for 
their  part  in  a scandal  engulfing  Japan's 
ftnanefal  community.  Thphnnk 
half  its  board  and  sacked  21  directors. 

Officials  at  DKB  and  Nomura  are  accused 


of  lending  billions  of  yen  to  Ryuichi  Koike, 
who  is  suspected  of  extorting  money  in 
return  for  non-disruption  of  shareholder 
meetings. 


seems  to  make  perfect  sense. 
Flying  the  flag  has  become  an 
outdated  concept  in  the  in- 
creasingly liberalised,  global- 
ised airline  market  of  the  late 
1990s.  In  many  ways  BA  has 


lings.  A new  consultative 
paper,  expected  to  be  Issued 
next  month,  will  seek  to  en- 
sure that  the  most  senior 
managers  have  direct  and 
positive  responsibility  for 


£3.6bn  bid  lor  Energy  Group 


been  at  the  cutting  edge  of  knowing  what  is  happening 
photograph:  naokazu  ocnuma  breaking  down  the  bilateral  in  terms  of  risk  at  all  levels  of 
barriers  which  have  governed  the  business  and  what  areas 

the  global  airlines  business  of  potential  difficulty  have 

since  the  1944  Chicago  confer-  been  uncovered  or  dealt  with 
ence.  by  enforcement  officers  and 

M M H4EK  In  Germany  and  France,  others. 

BA  is  competing  against  do-  Under  such  a system,  man- 
mestic  carriers  on  local  agers  in.  say.  a large  insur- 


SfmonBeavis 
and  Roger  Cowa 


the  only  surviving  indepen-  tent  approach  to  electricity  mining  business  in  the  US,  at  I activities  and  Imperial 
dent  REC,  and  for  the  power  bids  while  allowing  the  indus-  more  than  £3.6  billion.  Tobacco  set  up  as  indepen- 


T 


generators,  National  Power 

and  PowerGen.  which  are 
HE  Government  protected  by  state  golden 
was  last  night  fac-  shares, 
ing  its  first  real  in-  With  more  than  half  the 


try  to  be  restructured  by 
takeovers. 


News  of  tiie  possible  bid  market  price  tag  of  only  56.1 
was  released  in  a brief  Stock  billion  (£3.7  billion)  but  has 
Exchange  statement  from  Bn-  already  shown  itself  to  be  one 


Pacificorp  — based  In  Port-  dent  companies.  It  was  floated 
land,  Oregan  — has  a stock  , off  in  February  with  a value 
market  price  tag  of  only  56.1  of  £2.7  billion  and  has  already 


Energy  Group 

Share  prioa,  pence 

5ao  . ■■  *’  •• 


started  its  own  US  expansion 
with  the  acquisition  of  a US 


dustrial  policy  test  original  12  RJBCs  already  in  ergy  Group  saying  it  was  in  erf  America’s  most  aggressive  power  marketing  company. 


■ with  the  announce-  the  hands  of  US  predators 
ment  that  the  Energy  Group,  after  last  year’s  takeover 
the  demerged  Hanson  com-  hinge  in  the  Industry,  the  au- 


the  hands  of  US  predators  talks  with  Pacificorp  which  electricity  companies.  Only 
after  last  year’s  takeover  could  lead  to  a recommended  last  month  it  laid  out  plans  to 
hinge  in  the  Industry,  the  au-  cash  offer  fbr  the  company.  grab  a 20  per  cent  share  of  the 


pany  which  Indudes  Eastern  dacious  move  would-  put  the  It  added  that  any  bid  would  world's  competitive  electric- 


Citizens  Lehman  Power. 

A takeover  would  yield 
huge  pay-offs  to  Eastern's  di- 
rectors. Their  12-month  ser- 


Electricity,  was  In  bid  talks  new  Trade  and  Industry  Sec-  have  to  be  pitched  at  a 20  per  ity  markets  in  an  attempt  to  vice  agreements  allow  them 

with  the  US  group  Pacificorp  rotary,  Margaret  Beckett,  on  cent  premium  to  last  night's  boost  its  market  value  to  530  to  walk  away  with  two  year’s 

and  could  be  taken  over  in  a the  spot  to  spell  out  the  Gov-  dosing  price  of  680p  a share,  billion.  pay  fbllowing  a r-hange  in 


stance 


This  would  value  the  group, 
which  also  controls  coal-fired 


£3.6  billion  bid.  ernment’s  stance  bn  This  would  value  the  group.  At  home  it  supplies  power 

Such  a move  .would  bp  the  takeovers,  ...  which  also  controls  coal-fired  in.  parts  erf  seven  states  — 

first  takeover  in  therdectrlc-;.  She  was  highly  critical  of  power  stations  leased  from  Idaho,  California,  Montana, 
ity  sector  since  the  election  her  predeccessor.-Ian  Lang,  PowerGen  and  National  Oregan,  Utah,  Washington 
and  would  be  the  first  time  for  failing  to  apply  a cons  is-  Power  and  the  Peabody  coal-  and  Wyoming.  Overseas  it 


billion.  pay  fallowing  a change  in 

At  home  it  supplies  power  control, 
in.  parts  of  seven  states  Contracts  specify  that  the 


She  was  highly  critical  of  power  stations  leased  from  Idaho,  California.  Montana,  notice  period  required  from 
her  predeccessor.-Ian  Lang.  PowerGen  and  National  Oregan,  Utah,  Washington  the  company  doubles  to  two 


Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun 
Turnover  by  region,  1996.  £m 
UK:  2,303  Australia:  147 


one  of  the  12  regional  electric- 
ity companies,  privatised  tn 
1990,  had  been  taken  over  for 
a second  time. 

The  City  believes-  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  forced  to  give 
the  bid  the  all-dear,  in  a move 
which  would  immediately  un- 
leash a new  burst  of  takeover 
activity  among  privatised 
utilities.  These  could  include 
shots  at-  Southern  Electric, 


Full  of  Eastern  promise 


and  Wyoming.  Overseas  it  years  in  the  12  months 
has  already  made  its  presence  following  a takeover.  And 
felt  in  Australia,  where  tn  they  say  directors  can  resign 


1990:  Eastern  privatised  for  £647.7  mBon 

July  1995:  Hanson  buys  Eastern  for  £2JS  bHon 

Fab  1996:  Hanson  amounces  demerger  pfaai  . 

Apr!  1996:  Eastern  buy  a tinaopeawor  stations  for  fl.Tton 
Feb  1 997:  Floods  as  Energy  Ckoup  wHh  value  of  £&,7bn 
June 1 997:  £3^bn  bid  approach  from  Pacificorp  - 


just  over  a year  it  has 
snapped  up  40  per  cent  of  the 
market  in  the  state  of  Vic- 
toria. The  group  had  sales  in 


within  that  first  year  to  trig- 
ger the  golden  handshake. 

In  the  case  of  chief  execu- 
tive Derek  Bonham  that 


the  first  quarter  of  the  year  of  would  be  worth  £900,000.  East- 


51-1  billion  and  of  542  billion 
far  1996. 


em  Electricity  boss  John  De- 
vaney,  who  picked  up  more 


Eastern  was  created  as  part  than  £1  million  when  his  com- 
of  the  break-up  of  the  Hanson  pany  was  acquired  by  Han- 
group.  which  also  saw  chemi-  son,  would  receive  £700,000. 


routes.  Through  its  alliance  ance  group  would  not  be  able 
with  Qjantas,  it  has  reached  to  say  they  didn’t  know  about 
deep  Into  the  Pacific.  And.  if  pension  mis-seliing.  nor 
it  eventually  overcomes  the  would  senior  fond  managers 
regulatory  barriers  and  is  be  able  to  ring-fence  them- 
able  to  secure  its  alliance  selves  from  wrongdoings  by 
with  American  Airlines,  the  the  likes  of  Peter  Young.  It  all 
distinction  between  these  seems  eminently  sensible, 
global  groups  will  be  even  which  is  probably  why  it  has 
more  blurred,  with  shared  never  been  done, 
compnter  reservation  sys- 
tems, codes,  even  ticketing.  ~ 

Certainly  there  are  aspects  |(pnuc  eamlrv 
of  BA.  such  as  the  RAF-style  IVenrS  cavairy 
accents  and  banter,  which  , n 
passengers  find  reassuring.  ,of  .for“fr 

But  these  are  far  outweighed  I SS-SHte*"11- 
by  the  creation  of  a modem,  . J “ ^^director  PrnKent  on 

cosmopolitan  brand  — like 

Virgin  - which  can  reflect  ““«Joo  soon.  Although  foe 
Brits h.  commerce  without  record  of  former  Bank  offi- 
wrapping  itself  in  the  flap  cials  at  commercial  banks  has 

would  be  better  spent  on  im-  t 
proving  industrial  relations 

or  service  is  a red  herring.  NafWest  is  in  need  of  some 
Airline  fleets  have  to  be  regu-  SfeJ2S,a™?' 
larly  painted  and  maintained;  5?  J?!?.1  L?* 


THE  arrival  of  former 
Bank  of  England  execu- 
tive director  Pen  Kent  on 
the  board  of  NatWest  comes 
none  too  soon.  Although  the 
record  of  former  Bank  offi- 
cials at  commercial  banks  has 
not  been  entirely  successful 
— Sir  Kit  McMahon’s  period 
at  Midland  comes  to  mind  — 
NatWest  is  in  need  of  some 
wise  financial  heads  among 
the  great  and  the  good  who 


^crarrmt  Sogrraamec^  STASttltS 

be  viewed  as  an  extension  of 


that  process. 

Moreover.  BA,  which  has 


Mr  Kent  will  sit  on  the  audit 
and  compliance  committee 


aaobeay):  1,317 
Source  Otem 


pimoemed  the  oonreptof  out 

sourcing  in  the  airline  indus-  for  assessment,  is  plainly 
trv  must  be  lustifipri.  in  central  to  its  operations,  par- 
SZosSg  to  Dut  ite  rateriiS  ******  after  the  interest 

S5?tofa5eE  lf?B  JJJteywiPS  fiasco  at  NatWest 


other  carriers  have  been 


Pension  law  flawed,  says  judge  Multiple 

Hini+o 

— — — j j panies  are  bound  by  the  rules  | He  said:  “Workers  in  the  j work,  was  so  convinced  it  | to  two-thirds  of  a £377  million  M I M ■ 

(U chard  Milas  I #«r DlnntrlM+v  Cmmln  tlsn.  I noHnnol  ioiwf  olaMrlMlv  HirTiio-  I uynnld  Inca  fha  mcA  tliot  It  tifiri  I raimlns 


operators  in  the  UK,  seeking  fou?SL  .thTu®t 

tomake  their  menus  morea^ 

ing  encouraging  the  clearing 


tractive.  Aside  from  the 


A 


panics  are  bound  by  the  rules  He  sai±  “Workers  in  the  work,  was  so  convinced  it  to  two-thirds  of  a £377  million 
of  the  Electricity  Supply  Pen-  nationalised  electricity  indus-  would  lose  the  case  that  tt  had  surplus, 
sion  Scheme.  They  faced  the  try  have  contributed  to  these  briefed  journalists  on  its  con-  Acknowledging  his  ruling 
HIGH  Court  Judge  prospect  of  having  to  reim-  fluids  all  our  working  fives,  ttogency  plans.  Yesterday,  it  would  come  as  a big  dlsap- 

yesterday  urged  the  burse  £1  billion  in  higher  and  now  the  privatised  com-  said:  “We  are  pleased  that  the  pointment  to  the  pensioners. 

Government  to  into:-  benefits  to  about  200,000  fbr-  panies  suddenly  see  there  is  a Court  Judgment  confirms  be  said  that  “a  general  exclu- 

Lvene  in  a pensions  mer  workers.  pot  of  gold.  The  privatised  that  at  all  times  National  Grid  sion  of  employers  from  sur- 

after  ruling  that  two  The  original  complaint  companies  saw  this  as  a way  acted  properly  in  the  matter."  plus  would  tend  to  make  em- 


briefed  journalists  on  its  con- 


Government  to  inter-  j benefits  to  al 
in  a pensions  mer  workers, 
dispute  after  ruling  that  two  ! The  origi: 


said:  “We  are  pleased  that  the  pointment  to  the  pensioners. 
Coart  Judgment  confirms  he  said  that  “a  general  exclu- 


dispute  after  ruling  that  two  The  original  complaint  companies  saw  this  as  a way 
privatised  electricity  compa-  against  National  Grid  . was  of  funding  the  laying  off  of 
nies  had  acted  lawfully  in  brought  by  retired  power  people.  That  cannot  be  right 
seizing  £350  million  of  sur-  workers,  David  Laws  and  It  is  even  putting  at  risk 


Mr  Justice  Walker  said  om- 
budsman Dr ^ Julian  Farrand's 


plus  would  tend  to  make  em-  ______  , „ 

ployers  very  reluctant  to  LVJ  I KJ  A s ™E  super-SIB  project  nves.  Reports  of  institutional 

contribute  to  the  pension  AVlf31?  ,spSm£-  tow„a/Sf  2™*  Med  merger  at- 

schemes  more  than  the  bare  : — — 'rthe„July  d®fdlme  **  tempts  with  Abbey  National 

minimum  thev  set  awav  ten  Mng  Gordon  Brown  the  regulatory  have  turned  the  group’s 

with".  This  might  ultimately  process^  carries  on.  The  next  shares  into  a market  specula- 
ted to  the  demise  of  salary-  A PAKISTANI  entrepre-  to  e^anate  tion,  with  HSBC  among  those 

based  pension  schemes.  Zlneur  who  came  to  Brit-  {^™.aSKaJE?rtl,e«^Hav' 

The  costs  of  the  action,  un-  AAaln  in  1973  with  £15  In  SB  JSf2?rfSSS22  ^ui?iK?,,2?dence 

officially  estimated  at  about  his  pocket  will  be  worth  al-  l!22?nB  “■ 

£1  mlfllon,  are  to  be  shared  by  most  £50  million  when  the  ^nslon,  its  next  move  nw 

th>  two  companies  and  the  computer  company  he  srandal  the  well  be  in  the  consumer  fi- 

National  Grid  pension  fund.  founded.  Akhta?  Group, 


added 
to  £15 


“dirty  tidckrf’  epfaoder BA  has  bahks  to  take  a more  positive 
beena dowine representative  ?ttItude  towards  small 

ness.  Quality  of  service  and  thp 

returns  for  shareholders  are  ^torrent  of  Crest  — the  share 


what  really  5t  settlement  »*stem  - after  the 

^ implosion  of  Taurus. 

= The  most  interesting  ques- 

jRkh,  tion  is  whether  NatWest  as 

Bosses'  ngnts  we  know  It,  will  still  be 

around  when  Mr  Kent  ar- 
S THE  super-SIB  project  rives.  Reports  of  institutional 


The  costs  of  the  action,  un- 


seizing £350  million  of  sur-  workers,  David  Laws  and  It  is  even  putting  at  risk  decision  in  February  to  order  schemes  more  than  the  bare 

plus  pension  funds  to  pay  for  Reginald  Mayes,  who  argued  future  payments  of  our  pen-  National  Grid  to  repay  £43  minimum  they  get  away 

early  redundancies.  that  more  of  the  company's,  sions.”  million,  70  per  cent  of  the  sur-  with".  This  might  ultimately 

In  an  unexpected  blow  to  £62  million  pension  surplus  Stephens  Innocent,  the  firm  plus,  was  based  on  a misun-  lead  to  the  demise  of  salary- 

pensioners  and  staff  in  the  should  have  been  used  to  of  solicitors  acting  on  behalf  derstanding  of  the  pension  based  pension  schemes, 

electricity  Industry  Mr  Jus-  boost  benefits  for  members,  of  Mr  Laws  and  Mr  Mayes,  scheme’s  terms  and  the  em-  The  costs  of  the  action,  no- 
tice Robert  Walker  told  rather  than  finance  a pro-  said  tt  was  likely  they  would  ployer’s  duties  in  dealing  officially  estimated  at  about 

National  Grid  and  National  gramme  of  early  red  un  dan-  appeal  against  the  decision.  with  surplus.  In  a connected  £1  million,  are  to  be  shared  by 

Power  that  they  did  not  have  cies.  Mr  Laws  described  the  National  Grid,  owner  of  the  judgment,  he  also  upheld  the  two_  companies  and  the 

to  repay  the  money  to  their  ruling  as  'terrihle  news”.  country’s  transmission  net-  National  Power’s  entitlement  National  Grid  pension  flmd.  , 

pension  scheme,  overturning ■ — 

Son^mbuSmam7 ^ ‘UniA/  m9n\/  WESTER]DAY'8  J,idgn,ent  taring  — at  the  risk  of  not  HlUsdown  Holdings.  He 

wVu!i.ntnrhStiSor  MOW  mal  IV  Y In  the  High  court  marks  having  sufficient  cash  to  took  on  utility  companies, 

fini  Fnstlpp  Walker  said  in  the  latest  skirmish  In  a keep  pensioners*  benefits  where  surpluses  emerged 

a todgmert  that  it  SUlCfe  S' CGI1  battle  between  employers  tar  toe  wtth  tiring  costs.  after  privatisation,  and 

® zLi  nuhlie  a ..  and  pensioners’  groups  After  protests,  some  com-  drew  blood  from  the  Gov- 

£seof  such  etnnH  nn  thp  1 over  the  division  of  surplus  parties  reversed  their  strat-  eminent  over  £168  million 

Stana  onuie  assets  in  pension  funds.  egies  and  increased  bene-  seized  from  the  pension 

Bnmperstock  market  fits.  The  Mine  workers'  ftmd  of  National  Bus  Com- 

KSlSbnS^nd^SMSted  POint  OT  H returns  during  the  late  Pension  Scheme  recently  panybefore privatisation. 

maht  ~ ,,  r\i  ■ Eighties  led  to  large  sur-  upped  weekly  payments  by  Most  pensions  disputes 

needle^  pluses  in  many  funds,  £5  a week.  hang  on  technicalities.  As 

want  to  1 ,CCVJ  ‘ allowing  employers  to  take  More  commonly,  farmer  Mr  Justice  Robert  Walker 

to  prevent  similar  aisputet.  a contributions  holiday  and  workers  complained  to  the  said  yesterday,  it  often 

nil-  Ds>«k9rH  Uffaia  on  the  so  cnt  their  staff  costs.  Pensions  Ombudsman,  Dr  boils  down  to  an  argument 

Yesterday  B landmark  rul  Richard  MHOS  Oil  ine  Sometimes  companies  Julian  Farrand,  who  has  about  “how  many  angels 

ing  win  neyerthriess  come  as  battle  lor  nulUon  used  surplus  cash  to  ft-  fought  high-profile  court  can  stand  on  the  point  of  a 

pound  surplus  nance  job  cuts  or  restrno-  battles,  notably  against  needle". 


Ian  King 


com o uter  com d anv  he  ““  Barin8S  scandal  “ ^ well  be  in  the  consumer  fi- 
founded  Akhter  Grouu  culpability  of  higher  manage-  nance  area  where  Lloyds  TSB 
SSL  to  laS?  S&  ”“*■  earBer  doc™^‘  has  established  leaderablp. 


‘How  many 
angels  can 
stand  on  the 
point  of  a 


Richard  Miles  on  the 
battle  tor  million 
pound  surpluses 


X/ESTERDAY’s  Judgment  taring  — at  the  risk  of  not  HlUsdown  Holdings.  He 
Y in  the  High  Court  marks  having  sufficient  cash  to  took  on  utility  companies, 
the  latest  skirmish  tn  a keep  pensioners*  benefits  where  surpluses  emerged 


.battle  between  employers  in  toe  with  living  costs, 
-and  pensioners’  groups  After  protests,  some  cam- 
over  the  division  of  surplus  panies  reversed  their  strat- 
assets  in  pension  funds.  egies  and  increased  bene- 


after  privatisation,  and 
drew  blood  from  the  Gov- 


month. 

Humayun  Mughal,  who 
gave  the  company  his  middle 
name,  has  a stake  of  about 
83  per  cent  In  Akhter,  which 
is  expected  to  be  valued  at 


assets  in  pension  funds.  egies  and  increased  bene-  seized  from  the  pension 
Bumper  stock  market  fits.  The  Mineworkers’  ftmd  of  National  Bos  Corn- 
returns  during  the  late  Pension  Scheme  recently  pany  before  privatisation. 
Eighties  led  to  large  sur-  upped  weekly  payments  by  Most  pensions  disputes 

pluses  in  many  funds,  £5  a week.  hang  on  technicalities.  As 


eminent  over  £168  million  around  £60  million  following 
seized  from  the  pension  flotation. 


allowing  employers  to  take  More  commonly,  farmer  Mr  Justice  Robert  Walker 
a contributions  holiday  and  workers  complained  to  the  said  yesterday,  it  often 
so  cut  their  staff  costs.  Pensions  Ombudsman,  Dr  boils  down  to  an  argument 
Sometimes  companies  Julian  Farrand,  who  has  about  “how  many  angels 
used  surplus  cash  to  fi-  fought  high-profile  coart  can  stand  on  the  point  of  a 
nnnw  job  cuts  or  restruo-  battles,  notably  against  needle". 


Akhter,  a manufacturer  of 
personal  computers  and  Inte- 
grated networks  mainly  for 
public  sector  customers,  is 
coming  to  the  market  after 
years  of  rapid  expansion. 

Although  the  company’s 
main  customer  is  the  Minis- 
try of  Defence  and  other  gov- 
ernment departments.  Akhter 


Bank  pensions 
row  hots  up 


B^c 


loss  of  60,000  staff  if  it 
goes  ahead  with  plans 


Labour’s  pizza  man  still  waits  for  Blair’s  call 


Is  also  active  in  education,  for  a new  pay  system  which 
which  accounts  far  22  per  would  sharply  cut  employees’ 
cent  <rf  its  turnover,  and  sup-  pensions,  a hanking  union 
plies  the  PCs  used  by  Open  warned  yesterday. 


University  students.  The  NBS 
is  another  big  customer. 


Taroaliuntar to  a "P3?  freeze"  for  W 

iwmmmwr cent  of  staff  and  the  bank  it- 

self admits  the  scope  for  in- 
ARCLAYS  Bank  faces  a creases  for  employees  near  or 
P^Ioss  erf  60,000  staff  if  it  at  the  top  of  their  salary 
■vgoes  ahead  with  plans  bands  will  be  limited, 
r a new  pay  system  which  But  the  unions  are  alarmed 
ould  sharply  cut  employees’  at  the  impact  on  staff  pen- 
mskrns,  a banking  union  sions.  If  an  employee  leaves 
anted  yesterday.  the  bank,  his  pension  Is  up- 

Unlfl  advised  staff  they  rated  in  line  with  the  retail 
ould  receive  an  enhanced  prices  index.  If  he  stays  with 
•nslon  if  they  left  the  bank  the  bank,  his  pension  will  be 


would  receive  an  enhanced 


-#■  Pm  exam-  sion  for  Social  Justice,  set  up  prices,  Mr  Haskms  was  phleg- 

nuurCmra  business  leaders  who  by  former  Labour  leader  John  matic  about  the  apparent 

Rogorcow _ ‘^uTwc^etheir  Smith  to  examine  welfare.  snub.  “If s stfll  eariy  days," 

? on  their  His  openly  left  leanings  have  he  said,  pointing  out  that  it 

CHRIS  Haskms  was  ex-  been  brought  not  prevented  involvement  at  makes  more  sense  for  the 

bibiting  a measured  f^^t1^Governlnent  the  highest  levels  c£  the  Con-  Government  to  strengthen 

calm  yesterday  over  Jus  mtoi^^heGover^n^  fbdBrMoa  ^ British  Indus-  those  bridges  by  appgntmg 

absence  from  the  lengthening  Mr  Haskr^  secret  cf  try.  fa®  Hens'  den  where  he  less  partisan  figures.  But  he 
list  Of  top  business  im£  5S S carried  the  Nbw  Labour  made  it  dear  he  h. ready  to 


fCifpetQMio*# 


Mr  Mughal  was  allowed  to  pension  if  they  left  the  bank  the  bank,  his  pensio 
bring  only  £15  into  Britain  now,  rather  than  waiting  for  pegged  to  his  salary. 


when  he  arrived  from  his  the  new  pay  scales  in  July.  It  Barclays  has  suggested  staff 
hone  town  of  Slalkot,  North  predicted  thousands  of  Bar-  contribute  to  one  of  the 
Pakistan,  due  to  Pakistan's  days  employees  would  opt  to  bank's  private  pension  plans 
tough  currency  controls.  go  rather  than  see  their  put-  to  make  up  the  difference. 


Barclays  has  suggested  staff 


who  have  been  given  jobs  by 
the  Labour  government 
It  would  be  easy  to  see  why 


his  Labour  sympathies  over 
the  past  few  years.  He _ must 
be  the  only  pacifist  chairman 


arguments  for  social  justice  exchange  soma  of  ins  csecu- 
and  European  integration.  live  responsibilities  m charge 

Yet  so  far,  there  has  been  no  of  Ski  yoghurts.  Fox’s  bto 


tt  would  be  easy  to  seewny  oe  Yet.  so  far,  there  has  been  no  of  Ski  yoghurts,  wars  o» 

the  chairman  of  Northern  reward  for  incurring  the  I cults.  Gopdfelte  pi^,  and 


w letthing at  and  hehas  beenan  unswerv 
the  J ohnny -come-fatelys  who  ingi he  has 


have  jumped  on  the  Labour 
bandwagon  while  loyalists 


During  the  1990s  he  has 
worked  tirelessly  for 
Labour’s  cause  and  allowed 


wrath  of  many  feDow  business  supermarket  ready  meals  for. 
leaders  and  helping  Labour  government  duties 


build  bridges  with  others. 


The  word,  is  he  may  only 


Yesterday,  after  announc-  have  a few  days  longer  to  watt 


Taylor  of  Barclays’ and  Peter 


’member  of  the  Commis- 


tough  currency  controls.  go  rather  than  see  their  pen-  to  make  up  the  difference. 

After  taking  a number  of  sions  severely  eroded.  Unlfi  spokesman  Graham 

holiday  jobs,  he  qnickly.  Barclays  has  angered  some  Seddon  said:  “Barclays  Is  offer- 
raised  enough  dopey  to  com-  staff  with  plans  to  introduce  a Ing  us  no  Incentive 'to  stay, 
plete  undergraduate  and  post-  new  pay  system  where  annual  Most  people  joined  the  hank  a{ 
graduate  electronics  degrees  rises  must  be  justified  by  to-  a generally  lower  wage  in  ex- 
at  Liverpool  University.  proved  performance.  The  change  for  the  promise  of  job 

He  then  worked  for  ITT  unions  claim  this  will  amount  security  and  a good  pension.” 
Components  for  two  rears  be- 
fore becoming  frustrated  with  tourist  hates  — bank  apt ' a 

BXSi  SBSKw 

Yasmin,  using  the  couples  Belgium  5a40  Greece 4S7J0Q  N&UMtl&ndn  3.062  Spaln23G00 

home  in  Liverpool  as  collat-  Canada  aaos  Hong  Kong  was  New  Zealand  Braden  1^452 

eraL  The  couple,  who  have  oypwMi?  India  Norway  itass  s«ae«w2» 

seven  children,  still  own  the  2"?™^  Portugal  z7eas  Turkey  224210 

house  for  sentimental  reasons.  Hr|larKl  BJQ2  tenai&s  Saudi  Arabia  8.02 


Australia  2.085 
Austria  19.24 
Belgium  5440 


Franca  9.207 
derm  any  2.732 
Greece  437J0Q 
Hong  Kong  1220 
India  58.22 


Italy  2,714 
Malta  0^2 
NaUwrlanda  3.062 
New  Zealand  » 
Norway  11.358 
Portugal  Z7&25 
Saudi  Arabia  6.02 


$»Pf>n*3  by  NatWMf  Ban*  [oxcHjOmg  Indian  rupt,  anti  IxreeH  xtm*). 
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Spain  230.00 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 

BAe  steps  up 
campaign  for 
Euro  alliance 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  Juno  11 1997 


John  Glover  in  Milan 
and  Simon  Dcawis 


BRITISH  Aerospace  is 
stepping  np  its  cam- 
paign for  tiie  creation 
of  a European  aerospace  and 
defence  concern  large  enough 
to  beat  off  US  competition,  de- 
spite fears  that  France’s  new 
government  will  hamper  the 
process. 

Speaking  in  Rome  yester- 
day, Peter  Craine,  the  compa- 
ny's chief  of  European  affairs, 
called  for  an  alliance  of 
France's  Aerospatiale  and 
Dassault,  Germany’s  Dasa,  It- 
aly’s Alenia  and  BAe,  with 
preliminary  accords  in  place 
by  the  end  of  1998  in  order  to 
go  into  operation  at  the  end  of 
the  century.  The  national 
aerospace  concerns  of 
Sweden  and  Spain  could  also 
take  part.  Mr  Craine  said. 

BAe,  which  has  been  look- 
ing worriedly  at  the  defence 
and  aerospace  conglomerates 
being  created  in  the  US  de- 
fence industry,  is  not  new  to 
calls  of  this  type.  But  for  the 
first  time  a senior  company 
executive  has  given  details  of 
the  sort  of  corporate  struc- 
ture BAe  would  like  to  see 
and  put  a timetable  on  it 
Mr  Craine,  who  emphasised 
that  this  was  not  an  anti- 
American  move,  called  for  the 
new  company  to  have  a single 
management  and  widely 
spread  shareholding  struc- 


ture, perhaps  with  limits  of  8- 
16  per  cent  cm  the  size  of 
single  stakes,  a ban  on  deals 
between  shareholders  and 
Wien  shares"  to  be  held  by 
participating  governments, 
for  use  only  in  the  event  of  a 
threat  to  national  security. 

The  new  company  would 
operate  in  four  sectors,  he 
said  — civil  and  military  avi- 
ation, weapons,  and  systems 
integration,  with  centres  of 
excellence  in  each  of  the  par- 
ticipating countries.  The  civil 
aviation  sector  could  be 
formed  out  of  the  company 
that  evolves  from  the  Airbus 
consortium. 

"We  have  long  maintained 
that  we  want  to  see  a Euro- 
pean aerospace  and  defence 
firm  created.  We’re  very  keen 
for  the  debate  to  get  going  and 
this  Is  a model  we  have  put 
forward  to  be  discussed," 
Laxley  Ryan  of  BAe. 

The  news  comes  a day  after 
it  emerged  that  BAe  was  open 
to  restarting  talks  with  GEC 
about  a merger.  The  reports 
sent  GEC  shares  up  I8.5p  to 
354.5p  yesterday,  despite  evi- 
dence that  BAe’s  enthusiasm 
for  a tie  np  is  not  matched 
inside  GEC. 

Lord  Weinstock,  GEC's 
chairman  emeritus,  is  under- 
stood to  argue  that  US  compe- 
tition and  concerns  about  the 
British  Government's  atti- 
tude towards  arms  sales  make 
this  the  wrong  time  for  de- 
fence-sector expansion. 


CBI  backs 
tax  rise 
to  cool  the 
economy 


Charlotte  Denny 


Gateway  to  Europe  ■ . . Sheffield  City  Airport,  which  opened  yesterday,  is  the  PK7s  first  new  regional  airport  for  50  years.  Designed  for  business  travellers, 
the  airport  has  been  built  with  £6  minion  of  private  funds,  with  Europe  contributing  a further  £6  million  fora  road  link  to  the  Ml  photograph  graham  turner 


Boeing  fcMSGS  Moscow  Narodny  confirms  Bank  of  England  is  investigating  suspected  £6m  fraud 

trade  war  stakes  Russians  sound  alarm 


Julie  Watffn  Brussels 
and  Mark  Tran  bi  New  York 


THE  prospect  of  a trade 
war  between  Europe  and 
the  US  over  Boeing’s 
planned  $14  billion  merger 
with  McDonnell  Douglas  in- 
creased last  night  after 
Boeing  clinched  its  third  ex- 
clusive order  with  an  Ameri- 
can airline. 

The  world’s  leading  aircraft 
manufacturer  gained  the 
$3  billion-plus  order  from 
Continental  to  buy  85  wide- 
body  jets  and  make  the  com- 
pany its  sole  supplier  for  the 
next  20  years.  The  deal  in- 
volved the  hefty  discounts 
which  have  already  provoked 
Airbus  and  EU  anger  in 
Boeing  deals  with  American 
and  Delta  Airlines. 

Airbus,  Boeing’s  European 
arch-rival,  said  the  deal  with 
Continental  was  anticompeti- 
tive and  potentially  harmful 
for  the  industry  by  handcuff- 
ing the  airline  for  20  years. 

With  the  European  Com- 
mission due  to  hear  evidence 


tomorrow  and  an  Friday  from 
Boeing  and  McDonnell  Doug- 
las on  their  merger,  an  Air- 
bus spokesman  said-  “If  it 
[the  Continental  sale]  materi- 
alises, it  can  only  add  one 
more  element  to  our  wor- 
ries". 

Competition  commissioner 
Karel  van  Miert  has  voiced 
objections  that  foe  merger 
would  strengthen  Boeing's 
dominant  market  position. 

But  a commission  decision 
to  block  the  deal  could  pro- 
voke a trade  dispute  with  the 
US.  American  politicians 
have  warned  Mr  Van  Miert 
not  to  take  a political  decision 
based  on  concerns  about  the 
future  of  Airbus. 

Boeing  already  has  a 60  per 
cent  share  of  foe  world  mar- 
ket for  commercial  aircraft. 
Should  United  and  Northwest 
emulate  American,  Delta  and 
Continental,  Airbus  would  be 
almost  locked  out  of  the 
American  market 

Boeing's  move  comes  as  ex- 
perts estimate  world  airlines 
will  order  more  than  13£00 
aircraft  over  the  next  20  years. 


Ian  King 


OSCOW  Nar- 
odny Bank,  foe 
former  finance 
arm  of  the 
Soviet  Union, 
admitted  last  night  that  it  had 
called  In  Bank  of  England  in- 
spectors to  Investigate  a 
$10  minion  (£6  million}  poten- 
tial fraud  detected  by  its  in- 
ternal systems. 

But  Moscow  Narodny, 
which  also  confirmed  that 
one  of  its  banking  officers  is 
on  paid  leave  pending  the  out- 
come of  foe  investigation,  in- 
sisted that  it  would  have  been 
foe  victim  of  any  potential 
fraud. 

Moscow  Narodny  said  in  a 
statement  that  it  had  detected 
foe  potential  fraud  in  mid- 
April  and  reported  the  matter 
to  the  Bank  of  England  Imme- 
diately. 

It  said  that  it  had  also 
launched  an  internal  investi- 
gation to  establish  foe  cir- 


cumstances surrounding  foe 
potential  fraud. 

At  foe  same  time,  Moscow 
Narodny  said  it  had  advised 
the  appropriate  criminal  au- 
thorities and  had  launched 
commercial  litigation  for 
recovery  of  the  amounts 
owing. 

The  announcement  fallows 
yesterday’s  Guardian  report 
that  a nine-strong  team  of  in- 
spectors from  foe  Bank  of 
England,  thought  to  be  receiv- 
ing assistance  from  an  out- 
side accounting  firm,  was 
looking  into  Moscow  Nar- 
odny’s  trade  finance  depart- 
ment under  section  38  of  the 
Banking  Act 

However,  Moscow  Narodny 
insisted  last  night  that  there 
was  no  crisis  at  the  bank  and 
it  ruled  out  any  potential  de- 
rivatives losses  of  the  kind 
that  brought  Barings  to  its 
knees  more  than  two  years 
ago. 

It  also  insisted  that  the  staff 
member  suspended,  who  has 
not  been  named,  had  not  been 


Implicated  in  the  alleged 
fraud  many  way. 

Derek  Farmer,  Moscow 
Narodny’s  general  manager, 
added:  “MNB  continues  to 
perform  well  and  last  year  we 
recorded  profits  in  excess  of 
£40  million. 

"The  bank's  internal  sys- 
tems detected  this  potential 
fraud,  and,  following  normal 
City  practice,  we  reported  it 
to  foe  Bank  of  England. 

“In  line  with  standard  pro- 
cedure, the  Bank  of  England 
has  commissioned  a report  by 
external  accountants  into 
MNB’s  systems  and  controls.” 

Sources  close  to  Moscow 
Narodny  said  last  night  that ' 
the  customer  involved  in  foe 
transactions  under  investiga- 


tion Is  a privately  owned  US 
food  manufacturer. 

It  is  believed  that  Moscow 
Narodny  was  alerted  to  the 
alleged  fraud  when  bank 
staff  involved  in  providing 
trade  finance  facilities  to  the 
company  — which  was  deal- 
ing in  frozen  chickens  and 
turkeys  — paid  a visit  to 
their  client 

When  the  bank  officials  ar- 
rived at  a warehouse  where 
the  poultry  was  supposedly 
kept  they  found  that  it  was 
empty. 

Although  it  is  majority- 
owned  by  the  Russian  Central 
Bank  and  many  of  its  key 
staff  are  Russian  nationals, 
Moscow  Narodny  is  officially 
licensed  and  recognised  as  a 


British  hank,  and  accordingly 
is  regulated  by  foe  Bank  of 
England. 

Section  39  allows  foe  Bank 
of  England  — which  is  soon  to 
hand  over  banking  supervi- 
sion to  the  new  “super  SIB” 
— to  demand  documents  and 
information  from  the  organi- 
sation being  investigated  and. 
If  necessary,  to  demand  that 
the  institution  produce  a 
report  by  an  accountant  on 
any  related  matter. 

The  investigation  comes  at 
a time  when  London's  finan- 
cial regulators,  Including  the 
Bank  of  England,  are  growing 
increasingly  concerned  about 
the  tide  of  Russian  business 
which  is  pouring  into  the  City 
of  London. 


INDUSTRY  leaders  yester- 
day pressed  the  Chancel- 
lor, Gordon  Brown,  to 
take  the  steam  out  of  con- 
sumer spending  with  « £2 
billion  rise-  In  personal 
taxes  In  his  July  2 Budget  • 
The  Confederation  of 
British  Industry,  believes, 
“modest"  tax  rises  are  nec- 
essary to  prevent  inflation, 
ary  pressures  emerging, 
“We  must  not  risk  an  un- 
welcome return  to  the 
‘boom  and  bust1  of  the 
past,"  Adair  Turner,  the 
CBI  director  general  said. 

The  CBI  fears  that,  with 
£55  billion  due  to  land  in 
consumers'  pockets  from 
building  society  windfalls, 
foe  Bank  of  England  could 
ratchet  up  interest  rates  to 
7.5  per  cent  by  the  end  of 
the  year  unless  the  Chan- 
cellor puts  the  brakes  on 
consumer  spending. 

Mr  Turner,  introducing 
the  CBI's  Budget  submis- 
sion, said  that  relying  solely 
on  Interest  rates  to  curb  de- 
mand could  drive  up  ster- 
ling at  a time  when  foe  high 
pound  was  hurting  the  UK's 
export  performance. 

The  £2  biiUon  figure  was 
lower  than  the  CBI  had 
originally  estimated  would 
be  necessary  to  slow  down 
the  economy.  “Recent  eco- 
nomic data  have  pointed  to 
slower  than  anticipated 
retail  sales  growth  and 
pleasant  inflation  surprises 
in  retailing,  manurfhcturlng 
and  the  labour  market” 

The  CBI  is  calling  on  the 
Chancellor  to  concentrate 
tax  rises  on  households  not 
companies.  "Business  sec- 
tor tax  Increases  would  not 
serve  the  purpose  of  damp- 
ening consumer  demand.  A 
modest  but  noticeable  in- 
crease in  personal  taxation 
should  dampen  consumers’ 
enthusiasm.” 

Mr  Turner  said  that  per- 
sonal tax  rises  should  be 
spread  around  to  minimise 
the  impact  on  any  one  sec- 
tor of  the  economy.  The 
CBI,  therefore,  does  not 
support  completely  abolish- 
ing mortgage  Interest  relief 
(Miras)  which  would  raise 
about  £2  billion. 

The  CBI  also  apposes 
abolishing  tax  credits  on 
share  dividends.  “Such  a 
move  would  raise  money  at 
the  expense  of  both  busi- 
ness and  shareholders,  cut- 
ting fluids  available  for  in- 
vestment;” Mr  Turner  said, 
though  he  accepted  the  case 
for  reviewing  the  relation- 
ships between  coporate, 
savings  and  pensions  taxes. 
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Renault  boss 
climbs  down 


News  in  brief 


Vilvorde’s  workers 
will  find  if  factory 
can  be  saved,  write 

Paul  Webster  in 
Paris  and  Julie 
Wolf  in  Brussels 


RENAULT  chairman 
Louis  Schweitzer  yes- 
terday climbed  down 
over  a decision  to  close  the 
Vilvorde  factory  In  Belgium 
and  appointed  an  Indepen- 
dent expert  to  see  If  the  plant 
could  be  saved. 

Mr  Schweitzer,  who  once 
declared  his  decision  was  ir- 
revocable, told  shareholders 
in  Paris  that  the  expert  would 
decide  by  the  end  of  the 
month  whether  the  plant 
could  be  kept  in  production  or 
whether  money  would  have  to 
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be  invested  to  bring  replace- 
ment heavy  Industry  into  the 
town  near  Brussels  — the 
constituency  of  Belgian  prime 
minister  Jean-Luc  Dehaene. 

His  decision  came  as  repre- 
sentatives of  foe  3,100  work- 
ers joined  In  a street  protest 
through  Paris  after  talks  be- 
tween the  socialist  prime 
minister,  Lionel  Jospin,  and 
Mr  Dehaene,  in  which  the 
French  government  said  it 
would  put  pressure  on 
Renault,  which  is  46  per  cent 1 
state-owned.  i 

The  three-month  dispute . 
sparked  off  the  first  European  1 
strike,  with  support  from  fac- 
tory workers  in  France  and 
Spain.  In  April,  the  Socialist 
party  publicly  congratulated 
tribunals  in  Belgium  and 
France  which  forcibly  sus- 
pended the  closure  and  dur- 
ing the  election  campaign  Mr 
Jospin  shared  a platform  in 
Lille  with  Vilvorde  protesters 
and  promised  he  would  act 
urgently  to  reverse  Mr 
Schweitzer’s  initiative. 

Last  night  foe  European 
Commission,  which  has 
accused  Renault  of  flouting 
EU  rules  requiring  consulta- 
tion with  employees  about 
plant  closures,  said  Mr 
Schweitzer's  decision  went  in 
the  right  direction.  “There 
are  procedures  aimed  at  alle- 
viating the  social  impact  of 
closures  and  Renault  ignored 
all  of  that,’’  a spokeswoman 
said. 

French  junior  industry  min- 
ister Christian  Pierret  said 
foe  government  was  happy 
there  would  be  an  objective 
study  of  Renault’s  decision. 

Mr  Schweitzer  will  now 
have  to  rethink  plans  to  offset 
Renault's  1996  deficit  of 
5.2  billion  francs  (£550  mil- 
lion), which  will  probably 
worsen  this  year  because  of 
failing  sales.  Vilvorde'S  clo- 
sure was  part  of  a Fr20  billion 
cost-cutting  exercise,  but 
some  of  the  money  will  now 
have  to  be  spent  on  an  Im- 
proved compensation  pro- 
gramme or  new  investment 
on  the  car  site  if  the  car  as- 
sembly plant  Is  closed. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  group  Zeneca  yesterday  threatened  to 
take  legal  action  against  Its  former  parent  company  ICI  over  the 
chemical  company's  £1  billion  flotation  of  its  Australian  arm. 

Zeneca  wants  the  company  to  acknowledge  its  “clear  legal 
rights"  to  acquire  the  Australian  firm’s  pharmaceutical  busi- 
ness if  ownership  changes.  It  Is  also  threatening  to  terminate 
agreements  with  ICI  Australia  to  distribute  its  agrochemicals, 
pharmaceuticals  and  some  speciality  chemicals. 

ICI  Australia,  which  Is  63  per  cent  owned  by  the  UK's  ICI,  is 
due  to  be  floated  off  as  a separate  entity  in  July. —Julia  Finch 


Amersham  international  link 


HEALTH  and  technology  group  Amersham  International  has 
confirmed  it  is  to  merge  its  life  sciences  division  withfoe  biotech 
arm  of  the  Swedish-American  drugs  company  Pharmacia  & 
Upjohn.  The  new  company,  to  he  called  Amersham  Pharmacia 
Biotech,  win  be  the  world's  biggest  supplier  of  biomedical 
research  equipment  with  sales  of  £430  million,  3,600  employees 
and  an  annual  £40  million  R&D  budget 
Amersham.  which  will  have  55  per  cent  of  the  company,  said 
360 Job  losses  were  likely  worldwide  and  it  expected  savings  of  £30 
million  a year  by  2000.  The  new  company  will  have  its  head  office 

Ip  Uppsala.  Sweden.  Amersham  and  Pharmacia  & Upjohn  have 

agreed  to  prepare  the  new  company  for  flotation  by  2000  or  full 
Amersham  takeover  by  2004.  Details  of  the  merger  were  an- 
nouncedas  Amersham  reported  profits  up  30  per  cent  to  nearly 
£66  million  last  year. — Julia  Finch 


Chile  waters  down  whisky  tax 


THE  price  of  whisky  in  Chile  will  foil  over  the  next  three  years 
under  new  laws  which  wfll  tax  all  spirits  according  to  alcohol 
content  The  law,  due  to  be  passed  next  month,  wfll  see  taxes  fan 
from  a maximum  of  70  per  cent  to  between  27  per  cent  and  47  per 
cent  and  will  raise  the  tax  on  pisco,  a local  liquor  derived  from 
grapes,  from  the  current  maximum  of  25  per  rent  The  European 
Community  alleged  that  Chile's  liquor  taxes  discriminate  against 
whisky  to  foe  advantage  of  pisco  and  threatened  to  take  Its 
complaint  to  the  World  Trade  Organization.  — Tony  May 


STV  brings  Grampian  into  fold 


SCOTTISH  Media  Group,  which  owns  Scottish  Television  in 
central  Scotland  and  The  Herald  newspaper  in  Glasgow,  con- 
firmed yesterday  that  it  was  buying  Grampian  Television  for 
£105.4  million,  lhe  deal  at 320p  a share  brings  the  neighbouring 
TV  territories  together  and  represents  a premium  of  22  per  cent 
on  the  Grampian  share  price  on  May  30. — Tony  May 


Red  carpet  for  Harris  son 


LORD  Harris’s  Carpetright  floor-coverings  group  has  appointed 
Martin  Harris  as  marketing  director.  Mr  Harris,  28,  Lord  Harris’s 
youngest  son.  joined  the  company  in  199lsoon  after  leaving 
college  In  the  US  and  has  recently  been  developing#  new format 
for  the  group's  carpet  depot  operation.  His  older  brother,  Peter, 
works  at  Carpetright  as  a merchandise  admin  tetratnr. 

Baroness  Wilcox  is  joining  the  group  as  a non-exeentive  direc- 
tor.— Tony  May 
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Racing 


Stevens  jockeying  for 
position  at  Royal  Ascot 


Chris  Hawkins 


■ RITISH  racegoers 
will  be  privileged  to 
Isee  one  of  the  world’s 
great  jockeys  in 
action  in  the  nest  few  days 
when  Gary  Stevens  conies 
over  from  America  to  ride  at 
Sandown  on  Saturday  wwrt 
Royal  Ascot  next  week. 

Stevens,  34.  has  ridden 
more  than  4,000  winners  in 
the  States  and  Last  weekend 
failed  by  half  a length  to  land 
the  American  Triple  Crown 
when  Silver  Charm  (by  Silver 
Hawk,  the  same  sire  as  Benny 
the  Dip)  was  caught  by  Touch 
Gold  at  Belmont  Park. 

He  has  won  the  Kentucky 
Derby  three  timw  and  h«s 
four  Breeders’  Cup  winners  to 
his  name. 

Stevens  is  expected  to  ride 
mainly  for  Michael  Tabor  at 
the  Royal  meeting,  but  is 
bound  to  pick  up  several 
other  mounts  and  has  already 
been  booked  by  trainer  John 
Gosden  for  Almaty  in  the 
King's  Stand  Stakes. 


“To  me  Royal  Ascot  is  the 
greatest  race  meeting  in  the 
world,"  said  Stevens.  “It  wffl 
be  an  honour  to  ride  there 
and  an  education.” 

.This  win  not  be  his  first 
visit  to  this  country,  however, 
as  10  years  ago  he  had  two 
rides  at  Newmarket  and  was 
later  offered  a job  by  Andre 
Pabre  to  riae  In  France; 
which  he  declined. 

More  recently  he  said  no 
when  offered  the  ride  on  Sing- 
spiel  in  the  Dubai  World  Cup, 
a decision  which  let  in  his 
rival,  Jerry  Bailey,  to  secure 
a second  successive  win  in 
the  race. 

“I  still  feel  a fool  for  what 
happened  in  Dubai,”  coni' 
mented  Stevens.  “We  all 
make  mistakes,  but  I had 
some  very  good  business  at 
home  and  didn't  feel  Singspiel 
would  handle  the  dirL 

“But  I will  be  relying  on  my 

relationship  with  Michael 
Stoute,  Michael  Tabor  and 
Sheikh  Mohammed  to  pick  up 
rides  at  Royal  Ascot 

“I  planned  to  come. last 
year,  but  a shoulder  injury 


got  in  the  way.  I have  always 
said  1 would  like  to  spend  a 
lengthy  spell  in  Europe  before 
my  career  is  over.” 

Clive  Brittain  has  typically 
been  quick  off  the  mark  and 
booked  Stevens  to  ride  Luso 
for  him  in  Sunday's  Gran  Pre- 
miodi  Milano.  * 

Brittain,  who  han  saddled 
13  Royal  Ascot  winners,  pi  aw? 
to  run  his  Italian  and  German 
Guineas  winner.  Air  Express, 
in  the  St  James’s  Palace 
Stakes  next  Tuesday. 

Air  Express  is  rated  a 20-1 
chance  but  this  does  not  deter 
Brittain,  who  said:  “He  has  a 
serious  chance.  He  ran 
against  the  best  »nd  was  not 
quite  good  enough  last  year, 
but  he  has  improved  a lot 
from  two  to  three  mid  be- 
tween bis  last  two  races.” 

The  St  James's  Palace  is 
usually  the  jewel  in  the  crown 
of  the  Royal  meeting  and  the 
Aga  Khan's  Daylami,  winner 
of  the  French  Guineas,  has 
been  installed  94  favourite  by 
Ladbrokes.  The  Irish  Guineas 
winner,  Desert  King,  is  at  5-2 
followed  by  Poteen,  third  to 


Entrepreneur  in  the  2,000  at 
Newmarket,  at  4-1  with  Za- 
mindar  at  5-1  and  Starbor- 
ough  one’s. 

Wednesday's  Royal  Hunt 
Cup  is  the  major  betting 
event  of  the  week  and  Luca 
Cumazd’s  Crown  Court  has 
been  all  the  rage,  being 
backed  from  23-1  to  12-1  with 
HUTs.  who  have  the  Victoria 
Cup-winner.  Tregaron,  10-1 
favourite. 

Cumani,  trainer  of  Poteen, 
has  a reputation  for  being  a 
big  handicap  specialist,  but 
the  Hunt  Cup  does  not  num- 
ber among  his  nine  Royal  As- 
cot winners.  Crown  Court  has 
had  only  one  run  this  season 
when  a promising  second  at 
Ungfield  last  month. 

. A£  Salisbury  this  afternoon. 
Ned’s  Bonanza  (2^0).  from 
the  in-form  stable  of  Michael 
Dads,  Is  napped  in  the  Amber 
Trust  Handicap.  He  ran  en- 
couragingly when  third  to 
Mungo  Park  from  a poor 
draw  at  Carlisle  last  week  and 
is  now  off  a mark  of  52  com- 
pared to  57.when  he  last  won 
a year  ago. 


Luca  Cumani . . . Hunt  Cup  Challenge  with  Crown  Court 


Salisbury  runners  and  riders 
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6512  Mir  bate  (S|  Bf)  L Cumao  6-2 . 

02603  Hotter  (27)  H Homan  8-11 

32  Tkapfa  f16)  B-11 

B Rteyi  Qunt  (I)  J S Uona  8-6 , 

6-3 


e 4-8  Utar  Gadao,  6-4  Tloda.  8-1  Tjcoows.  12-1  Hdcta,  25-1  FHgo 


'STABLES  HAIDBI  STAKES  3Y0 
7f  £3,691  (10  declared) 


7-2UrStapt  7-1  Mur,  6-1  a&  16-1  BdaMo.14-1 


RARFDRD  ST.  MARTIN 

uaanHi  stakes 

1m  2t  £3,574  (7  declared) 

05006  BH8ta0ENRMRB4HM9 
48060  l tarti  (HV  Soma  4-6-8  - 
26030  Natad  la£  M I BHfrl  44M 

-35364  CaOja  ft)  J EMOr  3-8-7  

-20404  ton  lnliaMn(M)fl  Ham  68-7 Dmo  0M 

_ 11-8  Had.  5-2  Sour.  6-2  Una  Hk  No  PiUh  6-1  Cain  tad  12-1 
Ifcftndimy.  20-1  BdtatL  Lmftvu. 


COURSESPECIAiiSTS 


1*  fin  K IndS 


LMU 

MEMO 

jade 


24  SB  245  +41.41 
23  110  208  -7J6 
22  148  149  -4238 
22  158  119  -29.17 
14  86  15J9  -1.74 
12  83  14S  -1736 
10  SB  169  +1890 


Irdnos 


in  Ran  % uma 


303  129  -37JB 

103  166  J626 

54  241  +3842 

72  163  -2555 

KB  973  -3950 

6 IS  583  -8M6 

7 28  2583  . +225 


Beverley  with  form  for  Jackpot  races 


CHRSHAMONS 


TOP  FORM 


2 00  Oatoy  PbanotaJiv 

2.30  EBonbrock  (ob)  BtaateMk 

3.00  Caa-Jay-Ay  DawaKb 

3 30  MrTrigh 

4.00  teMuatlon  Rowttaoer 

4.30  NonnfM  SatlbaPatot 

5.00  Rotor  Man  RohmI  Rotate  tap) 

RHldtoKled  tacKoMm3{v«1Bi2B  imvliv  TesttiQ  5f  conss  wt*)i 

iIms  thmriiouL 

Going:  Good  to  Arm.  ★ Denotes  birtas.  • TDp  tonanted. 

Draw  Wgft  numbers  best  oner  5». 

Long  «Btaca  ftaaaBan:  Caspian  Mom  [2J30|  A NSstor  Banta 
p.30)  U Tuner.  Scmercat  256  mta  Watuatton  (4.0Q)  Lady  Henfes, 
W Sossar  249  mies.  Daw*'  (3.0Q  & Astern  D HaydnJros, 
MU  GtafflocMn  237  mRee. 

Sewn  day  wtaers:  3.00  Rainhanft:  3^0  RfrTeigh. 

BRnkarad  that  Haw.  2.30  Mister  Bartws.  VEaomfc  2JX)  Tart  And  a 
tt#,  2.30  l*S3  Bevetett  3 JO  Prospector's  Cove.  • . 

Figures  n bracRets  after  hoisaV  name  (tenota  (tap  shea  last 


O POLYGON  FLUES’  HANDICAP 

SkMU#  £3,153  (17  declared) 

101(13.  20060  1MM4H|»n JEjn 6-10-0  0 Pwn_P>* 

wz nfl  0600  emyn (0) Us JRswri* 4-9-8  — J rotten 

M3«  4«W)  wWfo  p»  e U Sffl  4-6-6 J 

1040  00060  0b  WndtagM  » P)  R 


ssp  srsssr.^s's^t^-'  -- 

SI?  Mg Tr-JXrg-s  m 

IMPS  oeooac  m Li^dtaM  w-w  ™ 

115(5)  M043  taortHt  fill  UK  L SdM  4-7-13 — -,1  « 

1I«« 

117  rt  . 4441HJ  nnn  rmn  »~r  f*  - pj 

fleafay  4-1  Oder.  7-1 

Jar  Cason  non  «-i 


■wSwWistHI  - 

4-1  (ten.  7-1  SubsbI  rasoor,  B-lDMlMfcfilMBl  flW  ftms^’s 

wSaasa^tsasasiS 

ol  a neartintfL w 3*?  «H«PnraS^Sr5lSiSSajff 

SSiSr51"®™ 


q m Warns  ifivoim  own  stmeszto 
JZmiSUsI  £2.54S  (1 1 0ecMI. 

■ft  iI.2^St"A''SrB“in5i1,SS  " 

ZKfiq  2156*  nrar  ww  PW  W B H 

batetawWitwEHrtef-JI STJEfn  k 

i SSfrw w.h ■ iwftW .--—•J'i&g  5 

*,«  "8fiWS®B0M3=3H  = 


sap 
2B4« 
im 


201(3) 

210  r a 


535338  i 


.14-11 


11-2  Ptmim  6-1  te taw.  1*-t 
Una.  3H  Boa  Poo#  . 

FlaalHamMIBdSWfcf 

Sssisss®*! 

STuitfcnS  AW  - 


3.00 


airewcTWHAMicAP 

71  infhirifiE3.834  P14lte£fcraifl 


ME  60M71  L OMBKk 

Wrt  «am  NMaoa  MR"  _ ftata  fB 

_ - - ^-^TT-'rr.. hK'd  k Data 


KtriA  Mina  M 

!S„  aBBSWHSlSSfssr'' 


aiirrr)  ooo6i  MMaHnjQDNfr* *+*  — W ! 

sum  06600  OMtaTnCn (Mn H W Easkriy 3-8-3  T laa  M 
3130  ■00060  Haora  I a*  fiTB  S Wtewl  11-8-1  ^ 


— )p> 
i lUdar* 


SMfJR  -00003  HI  lad  (7)  (D)E  Mia  *-7-12 
Britt*  5-1  IMl  11-2  Rrinhmfi.  6-1  Sbm&tta,  7-1  RmTa  tacri. 
Cca^HHv.  8-1  tan  taps.  10-1  Dam  CA  10-1  tar  tty 
RH  CODE  - taHk  WH  ai  kod  ner  H a*.  Imfea  and  m on  Wte  M 

tata*  MMOl  Utalterim  W1»taB7L*l- Stabta S 

H SHdUtek  a.  »■»  Btart  ftneri  bn  7K  aoritaN  an  ta  « Catee  ft, 

hi  CdKlaynl*  Hoadny  a ■«.  im  m ora  pom.  SB  W d 13  ttd  Ldteta  « 

Mtatt  Iri  ami  te*  GMm.  Rriabaiifc  awed  m ssn*  H ted  nra  UA.  wn 

IV  a tw  taalo  ri  Baririqr  51.  ttFFni 


33QUNIVfflSnY0F  LMraLNSHHE  AND 


»W 


HUR9BERS1DE  HANDICAP 

1m2f  £3.470  (6  declared) 

60003  IMpariafr  On  (ID  ID)  1 

02060  ~ 

51600  l 

60051  H Wab 


402 Q 02060  Rta Barth oetesHRWMr 4-9-12  _A_®ra  B1 

403  0 51600  MnMD lafcr 3-M K tain  71 

4B«ti  60051  Mr  TWBb  N (H  «0  (BJ)  Ms  J Rarato  M-f 

* J rOrtMm  •# 


IBB  001-00  Man (ttjTonD Hsoda  JDBK 6-6-13  — . L Ba 

tag  0W40taItataMm»*a«Bll  7-8-2  J 

Brita  7-4  H Tta  4-1  Bafrim  5-1  F%Mo  taft  11-B  Sdd  OsPe.  6-1  Atea. 
i2-i  ranPuM. 

RMN  OBOE  - rmpoeurt  Com  ta  U*  U ufl  laded  3 ori.  aBriBoada 
na.  151 W ri  4 WkWtamfli  Uotady  at  Itaeri  HCL  Wn  Rpaa  Hfc 
Pilvcm Hoi Rri  dbar  on  ow  11  ori,  no  ait  7tt  ri  16  bbd  EAxul  ri  Atom 
i2!ai8a.  H nta  Ita  4 mUKmd  dm  om  31  mi.  uBdaknoad.  MO  ri 
Btwwiria&HmiiBatogHcGi^iiiristea  


Jt  r\f%  amBST  NORRIS  NBIOR1AL  HANDICAP 

■MA/ im  4f  £3,444  (5  dedaretg 

eg  agBfe^i,"s*£"jT=*,a- 


: 19-8  Road  9*n,  5-2  Epos  GB,  7-2  A0MML 11-2  tafttattn,  16-1 
pm  an  . pnd  Bmc  Boon  teatar  3 ad.  rtattn  i!  out,  m nta  h 

taLteMi  BBS  ted  tatt  takonp.  wm  te  «»  tan  Sam  tawr  m 

fWioS!»5«. 


A d%#RU)HVBtSiry  DfTHtNATlOHAL  STAKES 
•IteOwlmiOpydG  £2,812  (5  declared) 


222108 

00630 


.K  Briar  * 


Sag  OHO)  ' 11  “"iSaa 

ml  B44K6fiottaiWrtraRfa«1^3-8-fi^Fl^M^ 

mm  6042  BmMtaB  (1)  B 1H 3-8-6 /9  SaBb  (R  * 

6-4  rawte.  4-1  Gri  Tie  ms.  M Star  Lin.  FradM  Omb.  M 


RM* 

SKERT 

tart  on. » 2nd  (t  4 Ml* 


ami 


4fl«ct13 



Bnyetenltm 


Britt*  9-1  ftmd  HHt.9-4  Pta  tan  *-■ 
tawTSpnl  20-1  Date  Ota  26-1  Triipiu 


J Foran  78 
6-1  Mr  HK.  10-1 


COURSE  spgciausts 

jodap  id  Rw  * 1*^3 


KM* 

(DM 


UoM 


67  wo  aa  -i_ 

24  1*  1J9  ^ 
19  1»  JM 
i4  ee  209  -awM 
12  56  .207  +27« 
11  SB  106  -679 
11  a 166  -097 


Totals 


id  An  . % tefdSt 


DRUttr  23  38  BOB  +183 
jBany  22  114  193  -1536 
■Jatata  22  125  17.8  -3.74 
UModn  IB  101  -176  . -599 
taHRnrin17  IM  147  ■*« 
aiteta  9 1M  MB  -05S 
BHWBkar  8 74  109  -l5» 


Yarmouth  seven-race  card 


CfflSHAMKMS 


TOP  FORM 


2.10 

2.40 

3.10 

3.40 

4.10 

4.40 

S10 


Stnwdon 
Ventue  CapttaM  VeHnra 


Doutatolteear 

TRhcar 

Princess  Of  Heart* 


Ora  Pope 
TMer 
Top  Shaft 


Left-handed,  oval  track  of  1m5f  with  Siui-ln.  SUBlgtemle. 

Gdtag:  Firm.  * Denotes  bfinhas. 

DnawNoadvorage. 

Long  dbtwc  Inmln:  Princess  ol  Heart*  (5.1  Q M Pipe,  Dewn 
291  !TMFaiinB(3.4qPEwra.  Powys  242  rifles.  As-ts(2.1Q& 
Cantbridge  Ban  (5.10}  M Jatvston.  N Yorte  219  mieK. 

Sam  fry  wtuams:  2.10  Eponine. 

Bdnfeand  that  toe  2.10  Mechfle.  Vfaomt:  3.40  Thettabby 
Lottiy. 

Rgures  In  tractate  alter  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing. 
JJunps- 


4)  A CHARTER  HANDICAP  3Y0 
Hal  Vim  6f  £3.018 (10 declared) 

embrfifittirijmHCimmB-9 J F Euan 

4* On  Eli  mm  * Swan  67 H Htartt 

Rate  (IRUJdMtei  9-6 D Holral 

SC  Warn  9-3 XAfloa 

am  9-0 B Doyti 

291  UHMmak  8-13 S States 

MM 8-K) H FMon 

BIWmB-a J Stack 

driteri  7-12  j Data 

Jl»  Rirae  7-iQ GBarriMri* 

. 7-2  JacMx  9-2  Eporta.  11-2  ttgb  On  L*.  Antan.  0-1  ahi  tamo. 
6-1  Dmh  Sunt 


F6f  £3,210  (5  declared) 

IMPenottO-l. 


01  SbataoommuPRacatSM sswrin 

20  6 HaA  la  na  now  (SO  C Udbbt  612 llerii  Bowarib 

3(4  Grot  tarty  J Etaaceft-12 R Ooctem 

*mm  Qp  ibMl  Caafrl  8-12  — ■ Bartart 

5fi  JtadHf  C Diqar  6-7 ■ May 

Britac  1-3  Swrim.  7-1  BariUotaih.  10-1 1*  meted.  Joa'dHf.  20-1  Infr 

bite  Aw 


H £4,758  (4  dectered) 

U( 


8-9-0 D tram 

0 drink  6-9-0 


alter 


680000 

30683 


26130  Bribtt  (11)  P Mtopi  3-6-lt) 9 

486411  MB*  BteCGOb  (IR  (D|  J Bokte  3-8-8 9 

: 4-7  VWn  CritK  5-2  HaBK  7-1  Jriany  Sun.  33-1  SpaoW 


gylQTOLLHOUSE  SHUtB  STAKES  ZYD 


'7f  £2,181  (7  declared) 

14  laraaatWNCHUnl 
SU  A A nmdcEiqw 


62  — 
8-11 


— ar  ayaa 

_ j Stack 


30  SraMnp  Socnrt  c Umar  8-ri 

4Q  604  natebby  lour  PR u Oiara 

s m «a  CaArartiuBtowlg-C R 

■0  066  (ttflaa  HI) P Em  8-8 JF 

7 w 00  Tim  tnad  0R  H TanfrB  8-6 D 

Baflb*  5-4  Ladm  ll-4  Cfraa  3-1  Ttn  Hobbr  Lobby.  161  SrtAsAPamn 
an  SuiUno  Sacra.  F»»a,  35-1  linos  Haul. 


^ >|  Q POTTER  HBGHAM  HANDICAP 


6f  £2,914  (8  dectered) 

58104  Pilaw  SKflObtequ  mm  6-104) G 

65230  Wwwva  nrar  0<|  te)  C MnrS-9-4  - ttoria  imralh 

40058  BaattoU  (HR  (CD)  N tan  6-9-4 HI 

KC60  bmP«wP3)  [C)TORtas6-^-» * 

012404  D«Hl  Oscar  (7)  (0)  D Mdnk  4-8-7 — Urn  ttnmv 
50068  tewian  Drawn  p)  (CO  Pa  HUdnl  8-8-5  ...  H Fartoo  * 
504615  Briritt  Parmm  Kb  W D M B-7-T2 ..  Harta  Dwyr  A 

00080  bmrado  WP} U Oornm 6-7-10 J “ 

_ HtakM  Ebtata  PSaoon.  1 1-?  Dm  Pepe.  B-l  Oort!  fear.  8-1 
Kmritl  uu.  HMn  Oran.  i2-i  bqan 


mi 

jS 

•0 

9® 

80 

70 


eclipse  mamas 


D Bntew 
8 Bart— ■ 
|D  O^baa 


MAIDBi  FUJJES*  STAKES  3YQ 
71  £3,582  (7  declared) 

0 NHart Briiy (inj Farina  8-1 1 ... 

4 Cabcbwya  Gkiy  (D  6 Uagarai  6-11 
0600  UW  Onr  GoM  pi)  M Qnpain  8-11 . 

HomftbyjeSwifrfttoawB-n 8 

ttanmUMU  Grata  8-11 Sited 

62  filter  IB)  BMny  6-11 H Mnsar 

522-04  Teptaf  m M Tmnkns  8-H D D* 

6-4amwteri.2-1  Tdcw.7-1  ttew'itnbj.T'Vta.  14-1  itanFwy 

GUT.  33-Uow  Owr  OK 


5. 


6 Cate 


4 HORNING  HLliES1 
■ VHAM)ICAP3YD 

1m  2f  £3.044  (10  declared) 

34-800  MncanTaiwznC  6bb9-7 

34255-  Caratt*!  Hal  jzis  M U Jobnaon  64  . — „D  _ 

0G6  T*  Jra  (16)  M man  65 G Bwrianfi 

258  At  Bold  No  EH  DDqyM  6-13 Rtew 

-10383  Top  Stell  na  C fttao  6-12  S Saadwi 

31023  Prtacan  04  teorti  p)  H F\je  6—11 Pari  BMcnr  * 

600  Cbooh  To  Ctnek  D1)  C Cpe  B-fi K 

-02S3B  Prior  Pitaenn_HM  8-8 H MM 

06400  tewtebtaa  lady#)  0 Marina  841  _ Hrte  Dwyr  P) 

003  Rock  R Imb  (32)  Dr  J ScaqH  7-13 DCPStee 

. 61  Prtnwa  Of  Hwns.  4-1  Tag  SbdL  Rdw  Pifem  61  CwbrtlgoeK 
61  Top  Jan.  161  Ptaxa  Topaz.  FW  Stt)  No 


f 

2 

1 

k 

7S9 

>0 

>» 

HR 


COURSE  SPHDAUSTS 

iJockoys  is  Runs  % LmlSt 


■ten 

PriBbtey 

KOrtay 


26  156  168  -am 
25  127  197  -43.41 
22  118  188  -1813 
17  7B  ?15  -2601 
15  61  248  +15.48 
15  B4  IB  +1896 
11  8B  124  -1982 


fiann 


uitn  t>  uraa 


CEBridata  21  147  143  +6845 
JHHBmbw  17  87  195  14.17 
MM  14  76  184  +485 
JRItefban  11  76  145  -31.2? 
NBIMldta  10  111  S39  -2536 
Bteatny  a ea  143  -17 « 
a 36  222  +856 


Hamilton  evening  programme 


CURB  HAWKINS 


TOP  FORM 


7.00 

7.30 
800 

8.30 

aoo 

030 


lOysifian 

ScanitMn 

Wanted  Tt* 
Oatautaifrfl 


taKtakr  Trader 
Ryaffiao 
Befflo  B|aa 
ZHtn 

Outeoirctnp 

Shengr 


1m5f  couse  comprising  61  straight  aid  a righWoncM  loop.  Stiff 

tQhNflnMitaOfnsMn. 

Rota?  Good  to  Arm.  pod  ta  ptaoes.  * Denotes  bitters. 

Drone  Mddb  to  RWi  oumben  beet  5f  a 6t 

■ trawflera:  Rfctanbactar  (75KQ  P Chepgte-Hyani, 
Wte"375  mtes.  PhSstarffliXB  K Bate.  Own  368  rifles.  Rdedlan 
.30)  & Outsourono  (9-QqP  Cote.  Oxor  366  nries,  Prtno  LB^tf 
100)  G Magg.  SJfofc  K0  mies.  WEtam  ltelbCB  (8.0(9,  Natural  Key 
.00),  Mann  Wenece  p.30  & Cn&ra  Mental  (900)  D 
qfrjonesJISd  Ssmorom  34fi  rifles. 

Sewn  fry  winners:  8.00  PWBslar  (won  NewcasUa  and  Epeomj. 

— adfintttaiK  900  Ngaera  Ptincasa.  WbhwI:  930  Traby- 

In  tnctats  after  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing. 


y^QQAKHHt  DEVHDPMBnS 


AMATEUR  HANDICAP 

5f  £3^74  (17  dadared) 

I S UM  612-8  _H»  DAM— 
n 0 CMmrn 61613  .-Hat  B Cteb 
DWfB  Jana  4-11-12  Otana  J tana 
gfm  A*  J FlWta  611-4 
Hb»  E BaBadao  M * 


) (12) 

044418  tattacanfa 

501-54  

000436 


mro  Jtago  gnjmjS(*fc4-ii-e 


17(10 


68006  Dtai» (H^lfc L Pearii  1W 


mo  n (CD)  Us  L 'tea  5-0-11 

r_rZ__  Mm  B Eddaa  B 


— 7-9-10 D 

nnniML  jw®  5-9- 
* 
* 


(aw  m 


46006 

0009  Iteta  Mm  til)  D ktal^T 

162  tekri  lora.  7-1  J*  TrapW  Bodv  61  Pettm.  161  Sqita 
1 — 1 Key.  Jdwn  Lnfro  Pitas 


Mbl  A BUM  H* 

Nri  D Ktataae  (7) 


7m  A#>BLBt60YNE  SINGLE  H 
BriQVHmAND  MALT  STAKES 


1m  1i  £6,080  (3  declared) 


112TI- 

24080 

1 


PGde  5-9-4. 


H JUram  4-6-13 : j 

pn  POa*|te+taw  M-W  _ A BMte  n 
Britep!  1-4  Had*.  7*3  Bdaeojcta.  0-1  IWMMnriLM 


' 1 m 65yds  £7,035  (10  declared) 


2S 

30) 

40 

5H 

Bfll 

70 

60 

won 

» 


Skatanl 69-13 j Femwa 

4-613 K Darby 

. Urn  L tana  5-610  J Nearer 

6-66  P FteMy  (3) 

Bute  4-64 T ttriaa 

D itym  Joes  3-66 j Cants! 

6W ‘ 

P ttetai  660 L 


001-43  ! 

305+5  I 
51080  1 
101402 
6S3211 
65540  ' 

610  BribBtee<B3)M. 

06fr8«  r " - • - 

800TI  WadpriBwl 

-05005  BaaMIte 
9-4  FTrisfa  7-1  Sratata,  Ms  Bpu.  61  MtfJd  tar.  161  Mne  Li^. 

12-1  Wrieoi  Write 


| T EMrinqm  67-jo  _ Drib  Oteaa 

D SUM  10-7-10  _ a sad  n * 


ini) 

20 

3« 

•4136 

SW 

?* 

10 

q 

tim 

0^2) 


Mm  II  £3,534  (13 declared) 

MOM  ooa  LUa  Ta  Un  I 


ooory  opwwfci 

004(H)  IMedtel  1 


P) 


6b1( 


IS  teitewl 4-6-2 J 

) RttMbr  69-2  — J 

| (CD)  P rate*  6-62 J 

t JBtny  4-62 KDariey 

1 Honan  4-6-11 P Ferny  ~ 

40002?  JDKtHhteb  (lea  Us*  UUriwi  68-11  J Cw 

0007  Priam  Nkwr  (I19  0 Moflai  661 1 - Dwiaa  MoStU 

08030  saritae  CwbW  ra  0 Nnhn  48-n KStad 

060®  CM Rebriie  {Xfill  JEtmav  38-4 Dria  tana 

55  Dww  Heatal  BWtam  38-4 R Bata  (3) 

-24220  Zeria  (PI)  enwita  38-4 Dam  HcKeora 

555-55  Mama  tedbee  ED) D H*ti  Jons 3-P— 13  ._l  Cbrmefc 

60305  Saeri  Neb  (Mitel.  Pane  3-7-13 a Kmaady 

118  Trite,  r-2  trinaed  Tan.  M Itam  Wattoe,  61  6eu  mwo. 
Heata.  Stall  Mow.  161  Ttm  Du 


9rOO»  W B§j@£1  2W 


Ffif  £3,S18  (9  dectaraCQ 

KiStcT?SS,J 


L Dataert 


78  Uj  Uri  LOW.  4-1  0894  Mnri. 
161  Brin  YOB,  161  snap  Saw* 


61  Outstasoji  7-1 


9.301 


.TBINElfT  CALEDONIAN  BREWEMK 

HAKHGAP 

nma£4,i24(7iiec3ar8d) 

S 04«M  T«y (11) E HOW* 6610 

0002504  SbWW  ra  S Wfcri  5-610  J &■*■» 

SB  3G30W  firtunawt  BE)  R Mai  6-68 JUtamr 

l”  065201  tad  WteMfflMfnW  R Aad  O* 

8(?i  odoiki  Grit  lb  Fanaka  S Mta  l Raial  660 K Dari* 

Bft  MW  ^riySciSrtii 68-13 D«  HeNeeas 

7ft)  P001/T  STKrih8CT»KA«ari«rl^n_.  JCrari 
HaUh*  11-4  Lad  Admta.  78  Star  Pul  62  Staff-  61  fit*.  Cels  lb 
Fra*  61  fiwferfaBWt  22-1  Srttry 


Results 


SAUSBURY 

Z.1S  (ar>  1,  PAMMUM  LADY,  N VOriey 

(3&-iy.  l,»b)(ra— (6-1)i*.lM lip-1)- 

t^Pwtriaaiw.  12  ran.  a.  at  JA  Fta»- 

eemba)  Trite;  W6-7^  «620,  CzaOEaM. 

Dari  F:  CZ73.ia  Trio:  Not  wan.  CSF:  CamLSr. 

9U4Sn«4f>7,»M6ATmD«a7  Sprate 

(13-Zf,  ri,  OMBrilB  Maaiat  (20-1):  a. 
I mule  tiaaii  (H  H 6 )1trTu*1--  ’-** 
)StiL(8  MOliM")  TMC  E7 J6c  C2D0.  E180. 
Dual  F:  £23.00.  CBRESeJEL. 

3.1  s na * 1,  aun  T04CM,  K Faten 
(20-1);  8,  tewiii  ■—  054  lav):  *■ 
K—^bVui?^  «L »- P cnapprii) 
Trtt  Citffi  C640,  CIA  El  ja  Dual  F: 
EB7J0l  Trio;  £3818  CSK  £6878  HR: 
Charrymentary. 

Ml  MQf  1,  PiKWLE  rum,  O Hadand 
«MtXDatafc«ni-9fc  *.**■*«* 

H),WF  £2.00,  C2-D0,  C1M8  EhlBl  F;  £2180. 
CSft  £3879.  Trtcaet  EB833. 

4-1SC4«ta>1,bO*«KtaaAa»rK®-U- 

a.  Comm,  mm  Krtrtrt  (10-1);  *.  Ibri* 


Tha  banwy  (62);  4,  CW*  Ptatawr 

(10-1).  4-1  tav  Sun  otGprinB.SDran.8  fit.  bd 
■ (R  JUwtors»  Tote:  £1870;  £2^8  £850. 
Cl  50.  £250.  Dual  F:  £14950.  Trio:  E30758 
C8ftEB210-Tr1CBSt  C37140. 

989  (In)  1.  CHAS5TOWN  PLYO,  a 
Iteyle  (33-7):  2,  Sam*  Cny  (14-1).  3,  Bnrt 
nmnnate-l);  4,  Aawblttririwr  (4-1  taw). 

18  ran.  l£r  ah  hd.  IN  B«ny))  TaM^MOJO: 

£550,  £650,  £3.70.  £150.  Dim)  F-  £306  10. 
Trio:  C874.40.  C8F:  £406.20.  Trlpasi: 
£10,420.83. 

B.1B  (Of>  3,  USA'S  MBA  * Fajjpn 
(20-1);  2.  maaa  *fc»  (613  lav):  3,  Hra 
**nitil—a  (13-2),  11  ran.  X,  hd.  |GW 
KaUaway)  Tote.  W85mpi8  050.  £840 
Quid  F:  w»wi  Tun:  E 33  JM.  CSP  £31.05. 
jICKPOTi  Mol  won.  £25505.74  carried 

owttiBauwioy  wday. 

FUaeHKmiSeS.78  QUADFtanCB^O 

RDCAR 

AM  (71b  1.  HUMUMBI.  DBwewy  p-lp 
ri.  Arm  And  A iM  JW:  ^ 

bra  eit  (25-1).  9 nm.  1*.  K.  (W  Tumor)  Tow- 
£440:  El -JO.  £1.10.  CBJ50  Dual  F:  £358  Trio: 
£8858  C6F:  £851,  H A Kada's  Cracber. 
ue  «m»  «,  MUirraiA,  4 Fortuna 
n 1-2);  a.  Kid  Ory  0 62);  a.  D— Jh  in  (61)- 


11-4  lav  Henry  The  Hawk.  9ran.  & fltflirtJ 
Ramadan]  Tote:  C72ft  £2.18  £1.10.  £2.00, 
Dual  F:  £2458  Trio:  £12870.  C8F:  £31.82. 
Tricast  £21845. 

3JOO  (am  4ydab  1.  ROYAL  riXPMS- 
SIOM,  A Cdhane  [1  vi0|;  2,  Oood  (tend 
{5-6  fav);  3,  UteHrii  (16-1).  5 ran.  28  3. 
(Ut»  M Rsveley)  Tote  £250:  £1.10.  £1.48 
Dual  F;C1.18  C5F:  £2.11 
850  (1*1)1  (,  BEST  OF  ALL,  K Darin 
(6-1):  a.  Canaaoa  CnawM  (63  lav):  3, 
Meranycuddy  Itarilu  (5-1)  10  ran.  ZK.  nk. 
(J  Barry)  Tots:  £650;  £2.10.  £2.38  £130. 
Dual  F:  £11,78  Trio:  £22.18  C0r:  £29.06. 
TRCMt  tmSG.  NH:  KbMl. 

4-00(84)1  -I.CUMBRIAN  CARUSO.  J Car- 
Mil  (261);  ri.  tebm  Ryw  (20-1):  X 
—mmrtariomi(6,1iFav).t3ten  K,«HM- 
(T  Easseray)  Turn:  £32.90:  ES5D.  £258 
H JO.  Dual  F:  £6450.  Trio:  £36.18  CSF: 
£380.44.  WL  Land  A Hand. 

450  (In  S1>  1,  WHO’S  THAT  HAH,  K 
Darloy  {7-1);  ri,  SparAy  (9-2);  9, 
TotMtaa'ge  (B-1):  4.  Kv—Bu  |1g-1 ).  7-3  tow 
FlBshtaJMn'  Rood.  IT  ran.  Nk.  B.  nk  . |S 
Williams)  Tote:  £850:  £158  n.0O.  £258 
£878  Dual  P.  £34,80.  Trio:  £4858  CSF: 
£37.16.  Tricast  C26S-78 

£18.10  QUABFOnmO. 
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Newmarket  tonight 


CNnSHAWKHS 


TOP  FORK 


Desert  Duns 
Mama  Bay 

itf 


640  PMyphooy 

7.10  Dentefia 

7.40  Octavta  HIM 

RIO  Yet  Agate 

R40  Mo-Addab 

9.10  High  bitriguQ  SootOoM 

M?  Coupe,  2mif  *tMi  ngw-hard  bend  at  haBwy.  Sffolght  mte. 
wtaff  EosaJ  (araght  mie),  rest  goed  to  Unn.  * Denotes  btirriare. 

Dimc  M3  advantage. 

Lonflj ilfctana  tavtlara:  FUrptl  Ddy  (7  4Q  J Wans.  N ftrtffl  206  (TflOS.  Ordained  (RIO)  & 
Scinz  Tornado  (8. -)Oi  E Alston,  Lanca  tOO  miles  Smart  Sptrtl  (8  <4Q)  Mra  Roreley.  CJeveiand  200 
mags. 

9mn  day  a atawra  740  Mofly  Must,  fl.10  CMtagB  Prim*. 

Ntekend  feat  fine;  c.40  Potyipnony.  Wswwt  Nora. 

Rgaffimbractets  atw  rasa's  khtw  OtTOte  days  dnoe  last  outtag.  JJunw. 


fi  ^ftjuprrauwra)  stakb 

Vrtwim  7t  E3.558  (6  decared) 

a (29  H Bansaid  6 


33019 1 

4«-2  Dhmi 
06  ' 


n 9-610 

. . 6610 

OD-CO  FftaCreaBM fSSgV^"10 

WN,aMi 


094 


JUa 

....  m ta 

PMEdday* 


r W M ftaot  Ekna  7-f  t 


. 61  Fla  tek.  8-1  Ctaan  bland.  261  Tuato 


7 ‘f  0DAGLY  TB^enAPH  MADDEN  AUCTION  STAKES  2Y0 


im 

n 

4 tits 

fg 

70 

•P) 

BW 


61  £3,753  (10  declared) 

tank  Car  d late  610  .0 

0 Gtto(6iMmiltaBbel610 

UBb  tadria  S kbMsB-iO 

Mdairt  Amur  u Bd  8-7 I 

* if  *ta  B Bos  67 L 

oe&WB67 B 

j Eistn*  67 — 

iworn  Ba**i  l Crinra  M 1 

4 RbtfHdr(i2|PQ*67 

36  Sanaa  B»  (44)  U Totart  65 


B rtea 


MV  66  «u  Ca»  61  Uafeo  tatacs.  61  Uana  Bar.  Rngaaas.  161  taxjoi  tam.  (knaiM. 
BdbOMe 


..JDb 
at  Eddery 

■ n«0»» 

14-1 


y 4 QHGK  SPARK  PLUGS  FB-UES*  HANDICAP 


10 

20 

30 

4W 

sa 

8(7) 

7(W| 

8(11 

9B) 

lann 

«» 


71  £2.948  (11  dedaied) 

30264-  Bedgortay  PBM  COna  69-12 J 

06394  SBapVMynM  CUM 667 

06093  OcttaU  rai  (r,;  A ftm  4-66  

ZB209  rayBladrP7)Jrite5  69-4 L 

00  00  Ba  Lmneea  (25)  W Usson  3-64  ■ 

0-6331  Uofif  tea 
04-000  tain 

4390  Ibiat BQN &at*ri 668-  __ 

0368  BaaHgOS) K UM  3-61 J ttdn 

(4009  Dsr  To  tec*  (Ifl  P Hnrinl  67-13 ■ Mrtn  (S) 

0404  La  Cbaktata*  (M  G imb  3-7-12 


H)  G Unmm  3-62 — . D He* 

5 Wins  666 lip 


_ 61  Step  V Star  62  iMrlrielc.  61  Baber  Bn.  61  DOHA  tab  * fcmwHugR  Lrff.lS-l 

rapLiJOiaram 


Q -J  Q ESSEX  CUP  HANDICAP 


IQ 

201 

3(11) 

<ns 

le 

700) 

ii 

raw 

11  (15) 

SBi 

SP 


1m4f  £4.045  (15  declared) 

26945  bated  (km  m N tabs ta  <-109 


tew  (U)l  _ 

00Z15D  MnrKita4M<D)  R Ham  5-613 


4-611  

Jones  666 


90463 

60935  uckbobmibbra  Q1 
QE209  tMtetaib  (IN  J Mann 

20155  Htet  A Fas  (93)  B HMUv  669 

00459  btadnb  Swnt  n nt  c Wdl  661 

00033  Mated  E «rai  69-0 

00009  Ftaaldabbnma  (5)  W Item  4-611  ..„ 

43-53  Dmdai (ten ft^U Bet 3-610 — 

2-30  Venbn  CenaW  nin  C Bntea  399 

39101  Cottage  Prime  fi)  (4bm)M  JJ  Qune  4-68 

609  MamteutetearagE  Date  3-65 

00900  Vwi  Dw  (4)  OB)  £ae  5-65 

•11614 


.Ml 

— I Day 
..  * Fata* 

■"*22 


L Delta 


Al 


tadta*  62  CUBgs  Han.  11-2  Vet  tab.  7-1  tern  raaa.  FMy  iMtfL  61  tear  Quest  Dmang  Quart 
161  lefridnraHiQn.  Cbbaad 


O ^ASPORT  OF  KINGS  TOUR  HANDICAP 

Oi'fv  1 m £3.81 8 (1 1 declared) 

OOEOi  IteAdddk  (K)  (p)  A Stand  7-612 

14293  fight  Tua  (21)  (C)  B rtatany  3-65 

29040  Tart  (11)  J Faina  4-66 

000444  Gun TembWPENHM 4-613 

02122-  Jtaabi  Uta  (BJ)  (BH  W IU  3-613 


won 

tio« 


30010  Jaebri  ley  (IM  (I8  lin  J ted)  3-612 

00020  SaartSiM  (27)  lira  Ufeelnr  3-610 

06050  Srtande  (II)  P)  IV  IMdal  667 

05-004  Gab  Uh  {14)6*  ins  669 

00009  tbanaj9(C0)CBnsbid8-89 

20009  Cite  HaftsTn  J farm  67-10 


. J F Earn  * 

.Baa M*H 

..R  Cacbaw 


..ji 


BeUtaff  61  uo-Aortafe  09  JfrH  Ub.  61  HflK  Tuna.  Jatat  Boy,  7-1  teat  Spkl  161  Suer  Inaeda 
SdBedB 


0 a|Q  VENUS  MAIDBi  STAKES3Y0 


M m 4f  £3,850  (9  declared) 


0 Mm  Maim  A Stead  60 

0 tadpa  at  trim  oq  l CUte  60  . 

060IMM(Bi)Dlta*y60 

5 ■tatatoagsmiCecIteO  — 


PnacaMKA  Swart  60. 


O Smite  Art  (224)  H Cad  60  . 

ZaqmrL  Omari  99  — 

4-  IBrt  CMS)  J Grata!  69 


10 

Z0 

3W 

ii 

Bate*  6!  Ltta.  7-2  Sentt  Art  16?  figh  MVua.  7-1  Zapour.  61  fact  Ate.  VrimCfcqnt 


tbaaa  Critaol  R Arasamg  8-8 . 


MByaa 

D Ibwbtai 

X Mb 

°raa 

K Me* 


Uttoxeter  (N.H.)  tonight 


BOH  COX 

TDP  FORM 

&50 

Lucky  CaR 

Lucky  Cal 

7.20 

fry  Em  Ess 

PhA» 

750 

SrtiMaBoy 

SratelaBoy 

8.20 

Lagan 

WnarflcBraca 

8^0 

DteafiDancar 

Dfanfi  Danodr 

920 

Totally  Yarn 

SHonMlto 

Left-handed  track  0(  IXm  wim  17Dyds  nm-tv 

Going:  Good  to  firm.  *Demffis  bbilfflrs.  Sawn  fry  wbmn;  Nona. 

Lang  dstaoca  trmBaiK  Eta  Gmonor  (850  N LanvanL  Down  236  nflat  Lucky  Cal 
P-50),  Irish  Dominion  (720)S  Jay  Em  Ess  (7^0)  A Hobbs.  Down  231  raflec.  Aavasaksa(7^0) 
ANwrcombe,  Devon  195  mies. 

Bflnkaaod  ffcat  fine:  None.  Vteornfc  6 50  Mummy’s  Mote. 

Figures  In  brackets  after  horse's  nemo  danote  frys  dnes  last  oubnfl.  FJtat 


0 00tnTQXETH1  ADVBmSHt  ASHBOURK IEWS  TH^GRAPH 


'MAJDB1  HURDLE 

3m  1 10yds  £2,295  (10  decSared) 

46744  Bart  And  CM  06)  IfcsVWterns  6165 

2FCUF  Batay  Haw  (11)  J Wall  611-6 

13(43  Cuaanrity  tauter  p4)  (B)  B Baqh  12-11-5  .. 


— TJ 


F4345-  EM  Gotarimr  (13)  (D)  N Umad  61V6 
AM  Lncfef  Cat  B0AIWB6165  _ — 


00W-  Maaaor^  Itata  OT  Qrawne  Rod  611-5  . 
U12/2-  tel  Hftakai  Dta  CT  J Naate  611-6  . 

22P00-  Rad  Tel  (12}  H FW  5-11-5  — 

PM>  HaiDr—aidna  f«|  P Bnaa  611-0 

0U3P-  BeyH  tenter  (46)  UG  B Hriny  4-167  . 


E B|» 


BMBaff  6-4  Ufr  M.  7-9  Dad  18  n-2  tech  And  08  61  tamodtr  tetas.  Eta  tenia.  161  Mm 
Uttfc*.  261  tammy's  tab.  topi  Harta 


7 20^PRWGBAW(  WDUSni!ES  sajji<s  ifc*p 


f2m  4MT0yds  £1,942  fi7  dfldaret? 

350P1-  Hartsttc tana  DM  (BP  Enba 6160 

21224-  Bhutan  Sqnanr  (rs  OQ  W Jario  1611-6  „ 

02D4  itapgte  Lad  (1H  P late  611-3 

64EU-3  iteffS# BteJ4) P bate 611-2 

73354-  Steam  (H)JQ  u npa  W-i  VI  

.W34-  Jay  tea  (0)  A Hotta  611-0 

5631 A Ftedaek  (33)  H Afesm&j  7-1612 

04231-  Pridwm  a Beta  *-1610 

Waft-  teagtedWipd (29) MSawad 610-6  — 

402a>-  Barite  (14)  5 Oak  1M62 

034US-  Em  da  Ftaaet  MB)  on  p Ftoena  7-10-0 

9X3-  tea  Dtefedea  (IB XfatB 7-160 

LIK-  aiwitan  (W)  A Htaomte  4-10-0 

0WP6-  JaatMtejw)  Bfteeca  6109 

WOO  BaibgMrt  mi  JWPtte  7-109  

0P565-  Jataari  J*  W taaema  Res  7-W9 

POT4-  SribaBm(iq  Or  PPilnad  16109 


HA 


G Saafcta  (7) 
— APlfcCay 


— R 


0 


V 


m 

S Fm 


«ri 

Dr  P Pitehanl 

tetep  4-1  Wrtm ,1191 Fbdecfc  61  raws  Croas.  Etted  seynw.  Mraau  61  HomiCrt  Mmd.  161 
mm  5o  Bbe.  12-1  Haggles  Lad 


6 [MAPLE  BURTON  MAO.  NOVICE  CHASE 


' 2m  7f  £3,42D  (7  dedaretj) 


17-11-8, 


i iviva  — 


Unrif  611-2. 


SE5- Alba  w (IR  C } 

HWP-  Mr  Gmgm  (21)  P _ _ 

42F41-  Sarirta  Day  mm C Urn 6119 

WF3-  nsres  CtaMjNSUB  P Writa  61611 

00645-  Lady  « tens  (MJPBiten  7-1611, 


A P near 

• HrS  Bunak  (7) 

-C  UnaDp 


RHta*  64  Sadeh  Bor  64  Gtaraglb.  11-2  Asa.  7-1  Uaar  tauaidar.  161  tan'i  Onma.  161  Iff 
CteM.261  LtedWc. 


Jt 

_ R 

R 


&UHNESS  GALWAY  HANDICAP  HURDLETRIAL 

2m  £3.355  (5  declared) 

SOFil-  NgnK  Bnaa  (IB  (CO)  M Pipe  6160 

P0431-  Bate  Royal  (IJJMHIMmw  611-1 

1561-  Lm  JIB  Ol  Hem  4-109 

2*21-  HaaMtehteftflOP  Bora  610-5 

4/153-  Mr  Berta*  (M)(B)SteHta  6164 


IP 


ffa 


Stenbg;  159  Mnic  Bno.  61  Nne  01  Ori  Faber.  7-2  BeM  AqH,  61  Lagan.  7-1  Hr  Homy 


.1  Moon 

B 


8*50  ^ A aM,B  & PAH71HIS  “UK**  P^TE  TWAL  ifCAP  CHASE 


2m  5f  £4.351  (5  dadared) 

U Pipe  7-160 

16119 . 


06111 

zfm 

im  (tear  lbs 

PPW3  .... 

5U11F-  taeaugRte 


Heel  An  Acs  (IS)  

' Feb  (II)  P Darings  161612 


FJattn6l63  , 


-A  P UoCay 
— R Gnoi 
■ C Beaeerp) 


R HM*a  11-160 . 


Bittt*  En  DbadOBCai.  64  Uta'S  An  Ace.  11-2  Eaneg  ttB.  161  Oter  Tbe  Nk  161  GttfR  anul 


9.20 


BRUffiLEY  HO(0A  STMTORDSHRE  LffE  NOVKE  HURDLE 

2m  £2.731  ®de«ared) 


42366  Oder  Gte  (Ml  JOStee  6160 

3 Sltenarib  (W)  S Botev  6119 

OXCf-  Art  Mi  b pt  ( 1IM  6109 

mi-  Mktaba  tayitri  07)  F Jorim  6109  . 

lPGhnam6»9 

Tirae  610-4  . 


- M A HUgectal  * 

— TDtawaabttt 

Slrfi 


A'  _ 

APieCey 


Bertag:  64  Tmtt  ten  61  Setomate.  7-1  Zrta.  61  DM  Rte.  Art  He  8 361  Htata  OfM. 


Trainer  watch 


HontataaSaglteinintiBi  tar  ■ an*  valuer  tab*—  Seflrtam  AEOBunrii.  PWMwm  b R pitem 
YafBBidb:  TliOGOUoi  Uriah.  RHaamn  toll  HKMrBb.  F ""UnaiHnmt 

ltateii1te740BBateJRB6erfrbKlbha;a^JrtmMMBWebWIMr;ftl0Zbag.Ttemr 

Whn*i  b L CumonL 

HaettteK  130  (Aaron  WaBn.  RWMstaer  no  riajdn  Jdbr  OJOIbrniMiBia  J JOTfcR  toRAfa. 
WowbrOSO  ConmuK  Driw.  C taaoBBi  10  B Bauolc  m Uaaten.  J Hobera  B J Ntefc  ?«  «,»  » 


u 
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Soccer 


Australia 

guns  for 
Venables 


TERBY  VENABLES’s 
future  as  coach  of 
Australia  may  be  in 
doubt  after  bis  alleged 
involvement  in  transfers  of 
Australian  players  to  bis  club 
Portsmouth. 

Several  Australian  clubs  are 
to  write  to  Soccer  Australia  al- 
leging that  Venables,  who  Is 
Portsmouth's  chairman  and 
owner,  has  a conflict  of  inter- 
est The  clubs  are  citing  the 
Stewart  report  a 1994  docu- 
ment about  alleged  corruption 
in  transfer  dealings,  in  partic- 
ular with  regard  to  the  impro- 
priety of  national  coaches  in- 
volved in  any  deals. 

Portsmouth  are  buying 
three  Australians:  the  former 
Leicester  and  Wolves  goal- 
keeper Zeljko  Kalac,  Robert 
Enes  and  Hamilton  Thorp. 
Kalac  and  Enes  were  last 

week  named  by  Venables  in  a 
26-man  squad  for  Oceania’s 
World  Cup  qualifying  tourna- 
ment, which  opens  for  Aus- 
tralia with  a match  against 
the  Solomon  islands  today. 

The  Sydney  Olympic  dub 
president  Simon  Konstantini- 

dls  said  the  conflict  existed  be- 
cause Venables  could  influ- 
ence the  value  of  players  on 
the  transfer  market  by  select- 
ing them  for  Australia,  who 
are  tipped  as  World  Cup  final- 
ists. Venables  would  benefit 
directly  if  players  were  then 
sold  for  a higher  price  to  an- 
other club  in  Europe,  he  said. 

Venables  denies  be  has 
acted  in  an  underhand  man- 
ner. “Terry  Fenwick  ]the 
manager]  has  made  the  deci- 
sions on  these  players.  1 just 
sent  him  some  tapes  and  he 
looked  over  them.  Anyone 
could  have  done  the  same." 

The  Stewart  report  reads: 
“Any  breach  [of  the  code  of 
conduct  for  those  involved  in 
the  national  squad]  shall  con- 
stitute an  offence  which  is 


subject  to  disciplinary  action 
by  the  Australian  Soccer  Fed- 
eration. A squad  member 
shall  at  no  tune  involve  him- 
self in  any  way  with  the 
transfer  of  an  Australian  reg- 
istered player  eligible  to  play 

for  an  Australian  imtinnal 

team  to  an  overseas  club.*’ 
Sergio  Porrini,  the  28-year- 
old  central  defender  who 
joined  Rangers  yesterday  in  a 
£3  million  move  from  Juven- 
tus,  apparently  hates  footbafl. 
In  an  Interview  in  Turin,  he 
said  he  disliked  the  modem 
game  intensely  and  would 
retire  as  soon  as  four-year 
deal  at  Ibrox  ended.  ‘It  is  a 
world  I don’t  like,"  he  Raid,  “a 
world  where  one  doesn’t  say 
what  one  thinks.  I wDl  carry 
on  wearing  the  colours  of  my 
club  until  my  contract  ends, 
then  leave  fbotbalL " 

Porrini  wfll  reportedly  be 
paid  £750,000  a year  to  link  up 
with  Lorenzo  Amoruso, 
signed  from  Fkirentiiia  last 
week  in  a £5  million  deaL 
Sunderland  may  face  a bill 
of  more  than  half  a million 
pounds  for  ending  Ronen  Har- 
azi’s  Premiership  adventure, 
writes  Ian  Ross.  In  January 
the  Israel  striker  signed  a 
four-year  contract,  subject  to 
a medical  examination;  that 
revealed  he  stOl  had  the  after- 
effects of  an  did  foot  injury, 
but  he  lodged  a complaint 
with  Fife,  insisting  that  the 
deal  he  had  struck  with  Sun- 
derland’s manager  Peter  Reid 
was  legal  and  binding. 

Fifa  has  now  ruled  in  the 
player’s  favour,  which  is 
likely  to  give  Harazi  the  right 
to  demand  that  his  £2,700-3- 
week  contract  be  paid  in.  fuIL 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
time  fifa  has  officially  stated 
that  it  does  not  recognise  the 
British  system  of  clubs  for- 
malising transfers  cubfer*  to 
subsequent  medical  tests. 


Babbel  stops 
talking  to  United 


[ARKUS  BABBEL’s 
move  to  Manchester 
lUnited  abruptly 
stalled  yesterday  when  the 
Bayern  Munich  defender  said 
the  money  was  not  good 
enough  for  him  to  leave  the 
German  champions. 

Bayern’s  manager  Uli  Hoe- 
ness  confirmed  that  United 
had  agreed  to  pay  a transfer 
fee  of  14  million  marks 
(£8  million;  for  Babbel.  whose 
contract  runs  until  next  June. 
German  media  reported  that 
Babbel,  24.  then  asked  for  an 
annual  salary  of  four  million 
marks  (£1.4  million)  over 
three  years  whereas  United 
offered  1.75  million  marks 
(£627.000)  over  three  years. 

“If  the  two  sides  had 
reached  an  agreement  we 
would  have  let  Babbel  go,” 
said  Hoeness.  The  player  went 
on  holiday  yesterday,  saying 
that  negotiations  could  con- 
tinue through  his  lawyer. 

If  Babbel  does  go  to  United 
it  will  be  the  third  major 
transfer  from  Bayern,  who 
recently'  won  a record  14th 
German  League  title.  The  in- 
ternational striker  Jurgen 


Rugby  Union 


Klinsmann  has  signed  for 
Sampdoria  and  their  interna- 
tional wing-back  Christian 
Ziege  is  joining  AC  Milan. 

Meanwhile,  England  are 
likely  to  be  granted  an  addi- 
tional place  in  the  199659 
Oefa  Cup  after  finishing  top  of 
last  season’s  Uefe  Fair  Play 
league.  It  would  see  the  num- 
ber of  clubs  entered  rise  from 
four  to  five. 

Arrigo  Sacchi,  the  former 
Italian  national  coach  who 
left  AC  Milan  last  week,  is 
again  being  linked  with  the 
Everton  vacancy,  he  Is  known 
to  be  keen  to  move  to  Eng- 
land. The  club's  chairman 
Peter  Johnson  is  also  believed 
to  be  studying  the  credentials 
of  Andy  Gray,  the  Sky  TV 
pundit  who  was  a key  mem- 
ber of  Everton’s  successful 
side  of  the  mid-Eighties. 

Brighton  have  submitted 
plans  for  a £25  million  sports 
complex  on  council-owned 
fields  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town  at  WaterhalL  presently 
the  home  of  Brighton  rugby 
club.  The  all-seat  stadium’s 
capacity  would  rise  from 
15.000  to  25,000. 


Tennis 


Lee the 
wild  card 
is  still 
untamed 

David  Irvine  reports 
from  Queen’s  Ciub 


EYEBROWS  were  raised 
when  Martin  Lee,  a 19- 
year-old  Sussex  left- 
hander ranked  500  In  the 
world,  was  offered  a wild 
card  into  the  Stella  Artois 
Championships  here  this 
week.  Yesterday  he  again 
responded  superbly,  fol- 
lowing up  his  three-set  win 
over  the  Russian  Andrei  01- 
hovskiy  by  felling  the 
world  No.  34  Alex  O’Brien 
of  the  United  States  by  4-6, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Tim  Henman’s  subse- 
quent 4-6,  6-3,  6-2  victory 
over  another  home  player, 
Lincoln's  Andrew  Richard- 
son, means  that  for  the  first 
time  since  the  event  began 
in  1979  Britain  has  more 
than  one  survivor  In  the 
last  16. 

Henman,  who  has  been 
chiefly  responsible  for  the 
British  revival  in  the  past 
two  years,  was  delighted  at 
Lee’s  success.  He  felt  it  had 
shown  admirable  character 
to  recover  from  a set  down 
against  both  his  opponents. 
“I  think  this  is  a real  break- 
throogh  for  him,”  he  said. 

It  was  not  a classic  grass- 
court  fannfa  exhibition  but 
Lee  won  because  of  his 
back-court  game,  not  at  the 
net  Lee,  whose  success  has 
already  lifted  him  more 
than  100  places  in  the 
world  rankings,  said  his 
victory  over  Olbovskiy  — 
who  beat  Jim  Courier  when 
the  American  was  top  seed 
at  Wimbledon  in  1992  — 
had  given  Mm  a hitherto 
unknown  level  of  confi- 
dence. It  showed,  especially 
in  the  second-set  tie-break 
and  the  dosing  stages  of 
the  match. 

Despite  his  vast  experi- 
ence and  pedigree  it  was 
O'Brien  who  looked  ner- 
vous and  flustered  at  the 
critical  moments,  double- 
faulting  feebly  and  dump- 
ing easy  volleys  in  the  net- 
Lee,  for  his  part,  wowed  the 
enthusiastic  No,  1 Court 
crowd  with  some  inch-per- 
fect forehand  passes -and  an 
increasingly  effective  dis- 
play of  serving.  . 

Though  he  lost  an  early  I 
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Study  in  concentration . . . Tim  Henman  on  the  way  to  victory  over  Lincoln’s  Andrew  Richardson  photograph.- tom  jbmns 


advantage  in  the  final  set. 
he  denied  O'Brien  his  best 
chance  at  2-3  and  eventu- 
ally broke  free  for  5-4  with 
a glorious  running  fore- 
hand winner  before  serving 
out  to  love. 

Though  it  might  seem 
fandftil  to  expect  Lee,  who 
normally  plays  at  satellite 
level,  to  reach  the  quarter- 
finals. his  probable  third- 
round  opponent  is  the  idio- 


syncratic Goran  Ivanisevic, 
who  has  had  problems  with 
Britons  in  the  past  The 
Croat  lost  to  Chris  Wilkin- 
son here  in  1993  and  to 
Nick  Brown  at  Wimbledon. 

Henman  took  a full  hour 
to  settle  into  any  real 
rhythm  against  Richardson 
but  once  he  had  broken  for 
3-1  in  the  second  set  he 
dropped  only  three  more 
points  on  serve. 


“At  the  end  of  the  first  set 
I was  telling  myself  that  at 
least  I could  only  get  better, 
and  that’s  what  happened.” 
said  Henman,  who  hit  13 
aces  in  all  and  now  plays 
the  Inexperienced  German 
Jens  Knipps  child. 

• When  rain  stopped  play 
Greg  Rusedski’s  match 
with  Mark  Woodforde  was 
perfectly  poised  at  4-6,  6-4, 
1-1  and  40-alL 


• Richardson  is  one  of  11 
British  players  to  receive 
wild  cards  for  Wimbledon. 
The  list  Is: 


■n  Pat  Cosh  (Aua).  Marfc  Patctray.  Chris 
WHkinson.  Danny  SapsfortL  Luko  MlRigan. 
Wo nm  Sam  Snath  Shtrll-Ann  SMdaff. 
CJatre  Taylor.  Luda  Ahl.  Julia  PuINn.  Clara 
Wood.  Mod's  ilnteilm  fhchardaon  and 
PMChey.  VW Hanson  and  Sspstord.  Andrew 
Paster  and  Jamie  DetgmJo.  Jan  Stamerink 
(Netn)  and  Jason  Slot  ten  berg  (Aus) 
Woman’s  ilnidil—i  PulHn  and  Lorna 
Wood  rode,  Skfdalf  and  Manoy  WalnwrtgM. 
Smith  and  Olga  BaratansCNkova  (Beta). 


Becker's  Halle  heaven 


Chris  Bowers  in  Halle 


ORIS  BECKER  con- 
firmed he  is  still  a force 
on  grass  with  a 6-3, 7-6 
win  over  Alex  Radulescu  here 
esterday.  The  older  German 
iroke  service  only  once, 
catching  Radulescu  cold,  and 
then  served  his  way  to 
victory. 

Becker  looked  fall  of  confi- 
dence, connecting  with  some 
stunning  returns  which 
augured  well  for  his  Wimble- 
don prospects.  He  ensured  his 
victory  with  a swashbuckling 
fifth  point  in  the  tie-break,  de- 
lighting a 12£00  crowd  with  a 
typical  Becker  cameo:  he 
slipped  after  returning  serve. 


only  to  pick  himself  up  and 
scramble  across  the  baseline 
to  slide  into  a cross-court 
backhand  which  left  Radules- 
cu stranded. 

The  whole  match  was 
played  in  a carnival  atmo- 
sphere. This  is  the  fifth  time 
the  Halle  event  has  been 
staged  and  there  have  been 
two  Davis  Cup  ties  here,  but 
it  was  the  first  time  the  locals 
had  been  treated  to  the  coun- 
try's most  charismatic  player. 

Becker  was  given  a standing 
ovation  as  he  came  on  to  court 
and  was  in  a mellow  mood 
afterwards.  ‘That  was  the  best 
I have  served  for  months,”  he 
said.  Tm  happy  with  my 
game  — and  also  with  Ms  [Ra- 
dulescu’s].”  This  was  a refer- 


New  sponsor 
sought  for  cup 

Twickenham  chiefs  are 
seeking  a new  sponsor 
for  their  cup  competition, 
after  Pilkington  said  it 
wanted  to  withdraw  from 
the  remaining  two  years  of 
its  £1.5  million  contract. 

A brewer  is  understood  to 
be  Interested  in  taking  over 
what  Pilkington  described 
as  an  “essentially  English 
domestic  competition” 
which  no  longer  fitted  the 
glass  manufacturer’s 
“worldwide”  profile. 

The  Scottish  RU  has 
agreed  a £500.000  three-year 
deal  with  BBC  Scotland  on 
TV  rights  for  club  rugby, 
European  qualifying  and 
Scotland  games  against 
countries  such  as  Italy,  Ar- 
gentina and  Western  Samoa. 
• The  Welsh  champions 
Pontypridd  have  renewed 
their  £500,000  sponsorship 
deal  with  Just  Rentals. 


Diprose  flies  in  at  No.8 


Robert  Armstrong 
In  Pretoria 


TONY  DIPROSE  is  ex- 
pected to  be  an  immedi- 
ate contender  for  a Test 
place  when  he  Hies  into  Dur- 
ban tomorrow  as  a No.  8 
replacement  for  the  injured 
Scott  Quinnell. 

The  24-year-old  Saracens 
forward  will  make  his  Lions 
debut  In  next  Tuesday’s 
match  against  the  Emerging 
Springboks  In  Wellington, 
and  his  excellent  form  may 
propel  him  straight  into  the 
squad  of  21  for  the  first  Test  in 
Cape  Town  on  Saturday  week. 

The  Lions  management 
rate  the  6ft  5 In,  17-stone 
Diprose  so  highly  that  he  was 
preferred  to  the  far  more 
experienced  Ben  Clarke,  who 
has  played  Test  rugby  for 
Rwgtanri  and  the  Lions  for 


the  past  five  seasons. 

Diprose’s  ability  was 
rewarded  recently  with  his 
first  two  caps  oa  the  England 
tour  of  Argentina.  “He  is  a 
very  good  ball-player  and  he 
can  also  win  line-out  posses- 
sion as  well  as  being  good  in 
defenoe,”  Fran  Cotton,  the 
Lions  manager,  said  yesterday. 

Tim  Rodber,  who  leads  the 
Lions  in  tonight’s  game 
against  Transvaal  at  Ellis 
Park,  wffl.  probably  find  that 
Diprose  becomes  his  closest 
rival  for  the  No.  8 berth. 

It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  management  will 
repeat  the  experiment  of  play- 
ing the  Irish  No.  8 Eric  Miller 
at  open-side  flanker;  Ins  unfo- 
m flim-tty  with  the  role  at  this 
level  suggests  he  will  revert 
to  No.  8,  and  may  play  there 
in  Saturday's  game  against 
Natal  in  Durban. 

Care!  Du  Flessis  tasted  vic- 


tory in  his  first  match  as 
South  Africa  coach  when  the 
Springboks  defeated  Tonga 
74-10  in  Cape  Town  yesterday. 

Bath's  fly-half  Mike  Catt 
and  lock  Nigel  Redman  have 
been  recalled  to  the  England 
squad  to  play  Australia  in 
Sydney  on  July  12. 

■HQ  LAND  SOU  AO!  Pall-backs:  T 
H *«»  1 North- 
ampton). Wlagai  A Adabayo.  J 
TtalfthBufana  (b«h  Bath).  H UM— d 
(Newcastle),  rcwiic p da  -ismiWr 
fcapt  Bam).  H tViaataA  (Waspal.  W 
Oroemood  (Loiceslef),  j Ouuott 
(Bath),  ny-batvosi  M Catt  iBath).  P 
Qrayaoa  (Northampton).  A King  (Wasool. 

■ Map  la  I oft  (Gloucester).  Bcron'- 
balven  K Bracken  (Saracens).  M 
"■arson  (Northampton).  A Tigii  n selt 
(Wasps).  A Hotiley  (Leicester)  Ptom  D 
gw*—*  (Lak*»W«).  ■»  Leonard  fHarta- 
Qufns).  a Hwtaa  (Leteastar).  ft  Y«tw> 
(Bath).  Hooker*;  R CacfcW  (Lai cestef) 
P Draco  I m iGlotmester),  M Raga  (Brts- 
Lo°k«D  HaaKBami.  H 
{Letceotarl.  H Ran  no  i (Bath),  s Skew 
(Bristol).  Bank -row*  H Bask  (Lolas nr) 
D **■*•  (Richmond).  MCotTy  (Brrstrti  L 
m—rflu  rwaapg).  R W.T  nigroeo  iDren 
Saracens),  t IteMrar  (Northampton.  C 
Wasps). 
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Rugby League 

Farrell  fighting  fit  for  Wigan 


THE  Wigan  captain  Andy 
Farrell  will  be  fit  to  lead 
the  Warriors  against  Brisbane 
Broncos  In  Brisbane  on  Mon- 
day in  their  second  World 
Club  Championship  match;  a 
leg  injury  suffered  against 
Canterbury  Bulldogs  Is  not  as 
serious  as  first  feared.  The 
Great  Britain  prop  Terry 
O ’Connor  has  recovered  from 
an  ankle  Injury. 

Matt  Adamson,  the  Penrith 


Panthers  forward,  and 
Anthony  Swann,  the  Auck- 
land Warriors  centre,  have 
been  suspended  for  one  game 
for  offences  committed  in  the 
first  round  of  matches. 

The  Salford  forward  fan 
B lease,  banned  for  life  fast 
Thursday  for  assaulting  a 
touch-judge,  will  appeal  to  the 
Rugby  Football  League  next 
Thursday  against  the  severity 

of  the  sentence.  . 


ence  to  the  fact  that  he  and  his 
22-year-old  compatriot  have 
practised  together  over  the 
past  fortnight  in  London. 

Any  spectators  who 
thought  they  could  nip  out  for 
a leisurely  coffee  and  cake 
and  return  to  see  the  No.  1 
seed  Yevgeny  Kafelnikov  in 
action  , would  have  missed  a 
highly  impressive  display  of 
grass-court  play  from  the  Rus- 
sian. The  1996  French  Open 
champion  took  only  39  min- 
utes to  dismiss  the  Dutchman 
Sjeng  Scbalken  6-0, 6-2. 

A rather  higher-rated 
Dutchman,  Richard  Krajicek, 
warmed  up  for  the  defence  of 
his  All-England  title  with  a 
storming  6-1.  6-1  win  over 
Joshua  Eagle. 


Results 


Blow  for  Wimbledon  as  knee  op 
puts  Graf  out  for  four  months 


STEFFI  GRAF,  the  Wim- 
bledon women’s  singles 
holder,  will  miss  this  year's 
championships  after  under- 
going a knee  operation  In 
Vienna  yesterday  that  will 
keep  her  out  for  four 
months. 

The  27-year-old  German, 
who  slipped  to  No.  9 in  the 
world  rankings  after  losing 
in  the  French  Open  quar- 
ter-finals last  week,  needed 
the  operation  because  her 
kneecap  was  irritating  a 
tendon. 

Graf,  who  was  kept  off  the 
circuit  for  more  than  three 
months  this  season  with  an- 
other knee  Injury,  entered  a 
rehabilitation  clinic  run  by 
Willy  DnngL  who  recently 


Soccer 

pomuoussc  ewi  noofc  Boavtets  a, 

Banned? 

Rugby  Union 

TOUR  HATCHES:  Victoria  13.  France  66; 
NZWaori  41.  train Dd  Dew  XV  10. 
MTOWATtONALi  SA  74.  Tonga  10. 

Tennis 

ATT  (USMAN  CRASSCOtlDT  TOUR. 
NAMENT  (Htfle):  M raid.  T tana 

(Bert  M B UDhracn  (CD  6-1, 6-Z  N 
(Gad  bt  J Grubb  (US)  6-3,  6-2:  ■ 

(Qer)  M A RaOulstcu  (Gw)  6-3.  7-6;  V 
KMdtw  (Hus)  bl  6 Sdalhen  (Nett) 

6- 0.  6-2;  R It— ab»y  (US)  bt  K Branch 
(Ger)  6-1.  9-7,  6-3. 

ATP  STELLA  ARTOIS  TOURHANWII 
(Oueenst:  M roondi  D M— tar  (Can)  IX 
FDeWutt  (Bell  6-7. 6-4. 6-fc» —Wn  (Ft1) 
bl  J Sterna  unit  (Noth)  6-4.  6-0;  ■ StacA 
(2m)  bt  N Marquee  (Pot)  8-4.  7-6:  T 
WbodtarMgw  (Aw)  bt  J*  Morin  fSp)  B-«. 

7- Qi  B Stew— i (NZT)  bt  M GoeUner  (Ger) 
4-6.  6-1.  6-4.-  D Pbck  (US)  bt  B UsepMe 
(US)  6-4, 6-4:  P Radar  (Aus)  bt  E Ran  (tar) 
7-5.  6-2:  G Rusedstu  (GB)  end  M Wood- 
toroe  (Aua)  level  at  4-6.  6-4.  1-1  (onf). 
Soot— efroaod:  M U*  (GB)  bt  A CTBrten 
(US)  3-6.  7-6.  6-4:  T Beam  (08)  bt  A 
Rlcnardaan  (GB)  4-6.  6-3,  6-2;  A-P  Wan 
bo  (Ft)  W C PWfew  (Fr)  7-6,  6-3;  J 
re(npiL«d  (Qat)  Qt  O Oelaltra  (Ft)  6-4. 
7-6;  J Oo  knout  (Ff)KM  Rosset  (8-rftz) 

7- fl.  6-3;  1 Hiltniiueawti  [Aus)  bt  J Stain 

(US)  7-6,  3-6,  6-3.  . 

MM'S  BOLOGNA  (NTERff  ATTOMAL: 
Firai  raaradi  D Salta  (It) « H Gumy  (Arg) 
6-4.  7-5:  O Oran  (Ger)  bt  A Martin  (Bp) 
6-2,  8-3:  K Aboad  (Mor)  bt  D Paocarfu 
(Rom)  6-3.  8-1:  P Ma6— nl  <Br)  bt  R Ckr- 
retero  <3p)  6-3.  6-4;  P Hjntflb  (Sp)  bt  M 
Gomz  (Bp)  4-ft  6-3. 6-*  N LapaaBB(Eeu) 
bl  C Costa  <Sp]  W,  3-1  ret  P Sqoatart 
(A-Bl  bt  C Ruud  (Ndr)  6-1. 6-4;  J Max  (3p) 
bl  f>  FredTlkwon  (Sara)  7-6.  6-1;  A Qaa- 
danri  (It)  M G Blanco  (Spl  7-5,  6-4. 
WOMEN'S  GRASS-COURT  TOURMA- 
■■IT  (EdgtMBtDfi):  Hot  mad  (GBflre 
unless  rated):  S Bmtrti  bl  S Park  (Kor) 
6-4,  6-4;  L AM  bt  C Taytor  $-4.  6-U  I t-A 
(Aus)  b!  a rawed  iauh\  6-0. 6-0;  s 
(OH)  bt  Sunn  HM  Pan  (Kor)  6-4, 
9-4;  L AM  I £58)  bt  C Taylor  (GB)  6-«.  6-1: 
K-A  Am  (Aus)  bt  A Stwood  (Aus)  6-0. 

8- 0;  S KlaWe  jCt)  bt  A Otszo  (Pol)  9-4, 

6-4:  s Gaels  (US)  bt 


S-A  SddoO  6*3. 6-4; 

c 

V-9. 7-6. 6-3;  A Rad  (Ft)  W N van  LoHurn 
(Fr)  6-1.  4-6.  6-4;  W Prohat  (Ger)  bt  S 
Farina  (It)  1-6. 6-4. 6— & ■ Serna  (Sp)  bt  N 
Faber  \Btf)  6-4.  7-6.  Saoand  roaaatb  I 
Spbtea  (Ham)  be  R MeOuHlan  (Aim)  7-6. 
7-6:  M ■oleawa  (But)  bt  L Cerftova  (C=) 
6-2.  6-1;  H Twirtl  (Fr)  bt  K Brandi  (UG) 
6-1.  0-4,  V BaaaM  (India)  bl  N WJIrnua 
(Japan)  6-1. 6-1:  A-Q  SMet  Fr)  bt  C Crte- 
tea  (Rom)  6-4. 4-6.  6-1; Q HefooHn  Wot 
om  (US)  H L NO  tend  (Lot)  6-3,  6-4. 

Athletics  . 

INTRRMATIOHAL  at  BA  I (Bratislava): 

HOB  harWau.  1.  E 


Bane  (Cute)  i3.4a»ec.  3.  T Jorratt  (GB) 
-13.61-  Wee™  1.  L Riedel  (Ger)  68.40m 
Woawoau  SOOnm  T.  V Fohenko  (Ukr) 
ZLSfisee.  Triple  Image  1.  A Hansen  PGB) 
14.70m.  Sbeb  1.  A Kumoemuss  (Ger) 
20J1m. 

Baseball 

AMRICAM  LSAOURt  Chicago  2.  Balti- 
more 10.  Kansas  CKy  6,  Anaheim  12. 
RATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Loa  Angetes  a. 
Houston  & Clnctowed  2.  New  York  4:  Mon- 
treal 6.  Chicago  5;  Colorado  B.  Atlanta  3; 
San  Dtago  t.  St  mute  9:  sen  Francisco  7, 
Florida  4. 

Basketball 

WORMS  BUROPRAM  CHAMPION- 
SHIP: Thai  reupcfa  Qrap  A (ZalaeQero- 
zeg)-  Lhhuala  73.  Uealne  70. 

(Pecs):  Russia  .68.  Matdowa  S3. 

Cricket 


COSTCOTi  BR  CUP:  SewMbtefc  Kacro- 

gaw  Scotland  222-7  (8  M W PsUerson 
V7).  OurtMm  226-2  CM  A ROBeberry  1Q2no. 
P □ CoUingwood  641.  Durham  won  by  eqht 
wicketa. 

ACM  RBRC  IROPHVa  EbtMr  Vetar  Somer- 
set 112  (Bucher  5-26).  Qomorgan  116-4. 
Giamorpaa  won  by  ou  wickata.  taaalat 
iterttr  MCC  Young  Cncksera  313-6  (P  R 
Shew  67.  N J Thuroood SS)  Esses 273-9(8 
O Peters  9S).  MCC  Young  Crtckstera  won 
by  otHtmo.  BMorb  Middlesex  266-4  (D 
J GoodcMId  BSno,  K P Dutch  64,  D C Nash 
SCno).  Minor  Coundea  229  iR  G Hlomtt 
101;  BtaomneW  6-45).  Middlesex  won  by 
SB  ran  Waabaup  CoBe—  Durham  17B 
(D  A Blenkrlon  32).  NotnnjpjamsWra  160-1 
(G  E Woden  BOno).  Note  won  by  nine 
wickets.  - - 

MINOR  COUNTiBS  CHAMPION  SHIP 
(First  day.  today:  11D):  Merab  Berkshire 
Z5M  (S  A Seymour  1(C).  Shropshire  179 
(Kendrick  6-46). 

Cycling 

DAUPHINS  LI  BCR  Ei  Second  atape 

IChampagns-au-MOM-d'Or  to  Le'rPur. 
Zi&mt  1.  V YakimoY  (Rus)  US  postal  6hr 
tambr  22*oc  2.  P Chantaur  (Fr)  Casino;  3. 
R VirenqiM  (Fr)  Fesdna:  4.  L DufatK 
tSwftd-Fflsdns;  6.  LSrochorrl  (Fr)  Fastlna: 
6,  A riano  (8p)Danasto;  7,  F Goupm  (Fr) 
Casino;  8.  D RabefUn  (It)  Francatee  me 
Jeux;  6.  M Boogard  (Netn)  Rabobank;  10.P 
tedwaln  (Sp)  Baoesto  ad  sgmo  oma. 
Otomafc  1,  Yekbnov  TOttr  36min  2sect  2,  A 
Zuetle  (8wfe)  ONCE  ai  iQsec  3.  Otero  13: 
4.  Breoterd  16;  S,  Boose  rd  16;  Bl  C Moreau - 
F«tete  19;  7,  R Meter  rSwte)  US 
a 20;  a.  p Mainert  (Dew)  US  Ftestai  Zt, 
9.  ChaneuT  a*:  10.  P Bararowteo  (Pol)  US 
Foetal  2S. 

Hockey 

WratKAnONAL  (Horen,  Netbsh  Nether- 
tends  B.  Enotand  Z 


Motor  Sport 


ACROPOtA  RAltn  LtoteMe  (toll  pote- 
""nr  t.  C Seine  (Sp)  Ford  4hr  fiernln 
»Bao;  2.  J Kanttunm  (FW)  For  n o^aAl: 
A T Mafcklen  (Fin)  KAfubtebi  6D1D7;  4,  R 
Bums  (GB)  kbtsiAHte  53)131;  5.  T Red-. 
Hteora  (Sws)  Toyota  5Dc.n:  6.  U.nrbi 
(Oer)  Mlteubisni  50BDB;  7.  G de  Mevtus 


supervised  the  recuperation 
of  the  former  Formula  One 
motor  racing  champion 
Niki  Lauda  after  a kidney 
transplant. 

• Richard  Jago  adds  from 
Edgbastatv  The  British  No.  1 
Samantha  Smith  gained  a 
6-4,  6-4  win  over  South 
Korea's  Park  Sung  Hee  in 
the  first  round  of  the  DPS 
Classic  along  with  a wild 
card  into  Wimbledon  and 
today  meets  the  third- 
seeded  American  Lisa 
Raymond. 

Two  of  Britain’s  other  six 
wild  cards  in  the  Wimble- 
don women’s  singles,  Claire 
Taylor  and  Shirfi-Ann  Sid- 
dali,  failed  to  reach  the 
second  round. 


(Bel)  Fiord  &07.49:  B.  Y Sakurai  (Japan) 
Subaru  5:11.15:  9.  A Vovas  (Gr)  Subaru 
6:1205:  10.  L Klrt.ro  (Gr)  Ford  5.1  A33. 
World  tartiOT*  nhan^lanvlita  Midi 
topo:  1.  MaUnro  42pls:  2.  C McRae  (G8) 
Suberu  32:  3,  Salnz  2ft  4.  P UatU  (RJ 
Subaru  18:  S.  K Enbwn  terra)  Subaru  14; 
8.  A Schwarz  (Ger)  Ford  11.  7.  Burns  ft  ft 
G Panizzl  iFrj  Paused  8 Manta cturma' 
OTndtaiMe  1.  Subaru  64pb:  2.  Mlttidinni 
53;  3.  Ford  45 


Squash 


(Cairo): 

_ . . (BeOWJ 

Knelpp  (Aua)  10-16.  16-12.  15-11,  11-15, 

15- 6;  CWawtoli  (SA)  tt  Q Whittaker  (SA) 

14- 47.  >3-13.  15r12.  18-fa  P MmoIiiB 
(Eng) « J Davis  (Eng)  15-0.  15-2. 16-4;  a 

Vlwbi— <>.  (Epypt)  « D Meddlnpa  (Eng) 

16- 11.  15-6.  15-12:  J White  (Aus)  M W 
Hatlrti  (Egypt)  15-10. 15-11.  16-6;  T Qor- 
Mr.  (Eng) .«  M Zaman  GUT  (Pah)  11-15, 

17- 15.-  15-12.  14-17.  16-67  A Quagli 
(Wales)  bt  N Taylor  (Eng)  15-12.  1S-7. 

15- 6.  O Ewans  {Wales}  M L Bull  (NaBl) 
17-14.  15-S.  15-10. 

WOMMPS  ISOSTAR  CSwm,-T04nBIA- 
MRNT  (Maastricht):  Till  Hnalar  J Tnr 
iMd  (Eng)  bt  V AUUnaon  (Noth)  4-9.  9-6, 

9-5.  M Van  Hoorn  I Noth)  btSUacKe 
iScqt)  10-6.5-0.  B-7.  6-i  Mr 
Ot  van  Hoorn  9-1. 0-0. 9-0. 


Fixtures 


Soccer ■ 

TOURNO)  DB  PRANOBr  Franca- w ttafy 
(7.43). 

•HU  CUP  HmOfKAN  OUAUPVRMb 
Qrora  alpha  Katand  w uduiania  ifto).  - 
EUROPEAN  U21  CMAMPIOHSHIPi 
WWW  GiWWnfi  Gnaw  aipMr  Ice. 
•and  w uthuanm  p.0). 


Rugby  Union 


TOUR  MATOB-Gautang  Lions  w British 
LHns  (6.15,  Johannesburg) 

Cricket  . 

TOW  MATCH  (Tbroa  days:  -UjO)  Trent 
BMdpei  NOTUnglwmshlre  w Australia. 
CWlttfilM  cup  m Ji:  Ffc—t  Raraa. 
gate  Durham  v GfoucasroiaMra. 
EBCOND  XI  CHAMPMMWP  (three 
Soya;  11.0):  Itaanon  Cerbyahlro  w MM- 
tSosax.  WfcAlwili  Essm  v Loicastarshire. 
Araraa^taGe  Glamorgan  w Ntattaohem- 
•hlra.  Pbwbarapataadi  Kampghlra  v 

NMMAptoraMre.  teaihBan:  LanrasMre 

y GtflucaBtei  shirs.  Swat  Surrey  w War- 
cafltMrthlrB.  QrW  and  Cgtgm  Wanrick- 
sMre  w Du  ream.  Tmfc  rortahire  v 
Suaaao. 


• SuBBffli  ara  lodging  an  ontlal  com- 
ptalnl  wtttt  dm  EngOsh  Critetol  Boera 
iEC8)  FoUeamg  Ihetr  Uretcal  Sunday 
Lsague  deraat « Dwtwm  ms  waft* 
Thu  county  tae«d  4 revised  tergal  oi  m 
w jgHf  °T®*S  “"Sw  ThCoarepleK  Duck, 
wonh-Laarts  system  xtar  torrential  rain 


Tiger 

David  Davies  in? 

Bethesda  on  Wpod^ 
arrival  for  US  Open 


Perhaps  the  imdUne 
in  the  Washlngtoo  Post, 
one  of  the  United  &mf 
most  respected  newspapers, 
summed  It  up  best  ft  rwufc 
“He  Shows  Up.  Finally. " 

•He”  is  Tiger  Woo*,  and 
by  arriving  a little  late  on 
Monday  at  the  Congrafsioua 
Country  Club,  home  this 
week  to  the  US  Open,  he 
caused  consternation  and 
chaos. 

Woods  had  been  expected  at 
about  lpm.  He  arrived  at 
about  3pm,  and  for  much  of 
the  time  from  noon  onwards 
the  clubhouse  had  been 
jammed  with  people  waiting 
for  him  to  arrive,  waiting  to 
watch  him  walk  — yes,  walk 
— from  his  car  to  the  man’s 
locker  room. 

When  he  arrived  14  mar- 
shals surrounded  him  as  he 
went  to  the  locker  room,  and 
when  be  then  wait  to  the 
practice  ground  they  were 
joined  by  four  uniformed  and 

armed  policemen. 

There  has  never  been  any- 
thing like  this  in  golf  before. 
People  are  literally  foiling 
over  themselves  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  a-  21 -year-old. 
Tigermania  certainly  — with 
hysteria  mixed  in. 

The  object  of  their  atten- 
tions appears  unfazed  by  It 
all.  He  has  developed  the 
fixed  grin  of  ah  ice  skater  as 
he  moves  along  in  the  middle 
of  his  protective  cocoon,  and 
when  he  is  released  from  It 
as  at  the  1st  tee.  he  shows  no 
sign  of  anything  unusual  hav- 
ing happened.  For  him  this 
has  become  the  norm. 

But  there  is  nothing  normal 
about  Woods.  He  is.  possibly, 
the  best-known,  name  in 
American  sport  at  the  mo- 
ment, not  so  much  for  his 
achievements  as  because  he 
is  of  mixed  race  and  taking  on 
the  White  Anglo-Saxon  Prot- 
estant establishment  Woods 
refers  to  himself  as  a Cablin- 
asian,  a word  he  invented  to 
describe  his  Caucaslan-black- 
Indian- Asian  origins. 

The  product  of  that  melting- 
pot  is  a handsome  young  man 
of  outstanding  athletic  ability 
who  won  the  US  Masters  in 
April,  the  first  professional 
major  championship  in  which 
he  played.  There  was  a deli- 
cious irony  in  that,  given  the 
racism  that  still  bedevils  the 
South  and  the  fact  that  so  few 
black  golfers  have  made  their 
way  past  the  gates  of  Augusta 
NationaL 

That  victory,  and  the  four 
others  he  has  achieved  since 
turning  professioial  in 
August  1996,  have  led  to  com- 
panies fighting  to  shower 
him  with  millions  of  dollars. 

Nike  has  given  him  $40  mil- 
lion (£245  million)  to  wear  its 
‘swoosh’’,  and  a recent  deal 
with  American  Express  is 
said  to  top  that  Another  is 
being  negotiated  with  the 
hamburger  Chain  McDonald’s 
which  will  top  them  alL  At  a 
conservative  estimate,  that  is 
$160  million  in  sponsorship. 

It  is  enough  to  turn  the 
heads  of  those  who  should 
know  better.  One  writer  this 
week  said  “the  US  Open  is 
Tiger's  to  lose",  and  Sports 
Illustrated  devoted  eight 
pages  to  the  debate  on 
whether  Woods  can.  in  1997, 
win  the  Grand  Slam  — all 
four  majors  in  the  same  year. 

Winning  all  four  is  some- 
thing players  of  the  calibre  of 
Tom  Watson,  Lee  Trevino, 
Johnny  Miller,  Severiano  Bal- 
lesteros and  Sam  Snead  foiled 
to  do  over  the  course  of  whale 
careers,  so  it  seems  a little 
premature  to  folk  of  Woods 
doing  it  In  hiifirst  year.;.  - 
Butthe  money  and  specula- 
tion appear  to  have  turned 
■Tiger's  head.  Last  week  Nick 
Faldo  visited  the  White  House 
to  talk  golf  with  President 
Clinton,  and  this  week  Greg 
Norman  has  followed  .him- 
But  Woods  is  unlikely  to  be 
invited  again.  Just  after  the  . 
Masters  he  declined  an  invita- 
tion: he  said  he  would,  have 
gone  had  it  arrived  before  the 
Masters  win. 

Now  consider  his  behav- 
iour with  some  of  his  feHdw 
pros  in  the  locker  roonpu'Oiie, 
Doug  Martin,  asked  him: to 
sign  a glove  for  his  slx:y6ar- 
old  child,  and  was  refesed. 
Another.  Billy  Andrade, 
asked  him  to  sign  a golf  ball 
to  complete  a collection 
signed  by  aU  the  living  Mas- 
ters champions,  which  was  te 
be  auctioned  at  a Charity  ter 
Children  Pro-Am;  Woods  said 
he  did  not  sign  golf  balls,  sa/d 
the  collection,  without  a 
Woods  ball,  was  eventually 
sold  to  a plumber  from  Massa- 
chusetts for  $60,000. 

This  week  there  will  be  no 
time  for  extraneous  item^ 
Woods  is  a short-priced 
favourite  to  win  the  XJSOpeH- 
If  he  does,  there  will  not  be  a 
clubhouse  corridor  big 
enough  in  all  the  land  to  ac; 

commodate  those  who  want  to 

watch  h im  walk  from  his  car 

to  the  locker  room.  ; 

• The  Italian  Costantteo 

Rocca  has  pulled  out  of  the.  US 
Open  with  a muscle  Injury*  - 


V\  r*i ; « - 
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Mason's  arms  . . . the  young  Leicestershire  spinner  breaks  the  wicket  at  the  bowler’s  end  to  ran  out  Chris  Lewis  from  Aftab  Habib’s  throw  at  The  Oval  photograph:  frank  baron 


Benson  and  Hedges  Cup  semi-finals:  Surrey  v Leicestershire 

Bicknell  blazes  the  trail 
to  Lord’s  and  his  destiny 


Mike  Sehray  at  The  Oval 


FOR  the  second  round 
running  Martin  Bicknell 
has  taken  Surrey  to  vic- 
tory. In  the  quarter-final  his 
three  top-order  wickets 
helped  dispose  of  Essex.  Yes- 
terday an  Inspired  burst  of 
four  for  41  from  10  overs  at 
the  start  of  the  Leicestershire 
innings  ended  any  chance  the 
Running  Fox  had  in  chasing 
309  to  reach  the  Anal. 

At  a beanpole  17  he  looked 
destined  for  a long  England 
career.  Two  caps,  many  inju- 
ries and  11  years  on,  there 
may  yet  be  more  to  come. 
When*  Bicknell  took  his 
sweater  and  retired  to  the  out- 
field, Leicestershire  were  70 
Ibr  six.  Surrey  won  by  130 
runs  to  reach  their  fourth 
B & H final  but  their  first  in  16 
years. 

A typically  bouncy  Oval 
pitch,  air  like  treacle  and  a 
tidy  cross-breeze  presented 
ideal  conditions  for  a 6ft  3in 
a way-swing  bowler,  and  Bick- 
nell used  them  perfectly.  Be 
had  Darren  Maddy  caught  at 
the  wicket,  bowled  James 
Whitaker  off  the  inside  edge 
and,  after  Chris  Lewis  had 
sent  Neil  Johnson  back  with- 
out scoring,  had  Aftab  Habib 
dabbing  to  a solitary  slip,  all 
inside  seven  overs. 

Then,  after  Ian  Salisbury 
had  broken  a promising  part- 
nership between  Vince  Wells 


Sport  in  brief 


and  Gregor  Macmillan  by 
having  Macmillan  leg-before, 
he  slithered  an  inswinger 
through  Wells  and  pegged 
back  toe  middle  stamp. 

What  followed  was  aca- 
demic and,  had  Graham 
Thorpe  not  reprieved  Paul 
Nixon  on  10,  would  have  been 


A D Bfo*m  c fOxon  b Multeity « 

tAJStnunirT  at  Nixon  b Macon 0T 

B C HolIkMla  c WNtakar  b MullaSy  _ B 

G P Thorp«  b Write  7» 

'A  J Hofllaak*  c MNbis  b Johnson  __  «S 

C C Lavto  ran  out ...  12 

M A Butcftor  nun  out 90 

JDRxtcUftenotaut 13 

l OK  S&Uriury  c Nbcan  b Johnson  _ S 

M P Bickmrf  not  out 1 

Exoro  {Bit.  »n) -tk 

*08 


Totml  (to«  8. 50  cware) — *o 

HriwWntai  15.  T73. 210, 228. 280. 
891.317. 

DM  mi  Mb  Saqtetn Muthteq. 
fcuAni  Multeity  10-0-53-%  Mlllna 
7-O-CS-a  Waite  3-043-1:  Johnson 
7-0-63-21  Mason  1D-0-GE-1;  DakJn 
3-0-64-0. 


V J Won*  b Btckned 

D L Madrfy  c Stewart  b Blckn  all 
■J  J Whltskw  b Blcknall . 


N C Joimaon  c Stewart  b Lowte 

A HaM  be  Thorps  b Bicknell 
Ulan  few 


0 1 Macmillan  Ibw  b SaHabury IS 

fP  A Nixon  c Thorpe  b A J HolBooka  _ S3 

J M Daxln  c Rfitd mob  Salisbury T 

A DMollsityo  Thorpe  OBOHoNloalM  « 
TJ Maaoh cThocpeb AJ HoUtonke „ so 

D J Mill  ns  not  out — 3 

Extras  (RA  W7.  nbZ) 


93 


Total  (4M  o««rs). 


. 973 


Athletics 

Kelly  Holmes’s  recovery  from 
her  Olympic  disappointment 
in  Atlanta  continued  last  night 
when  she  won  the  800  metres 
in  imiri  58j55sec  at  toe  Brati- 
slava Grand  Prix  meeting, 
writes  Duncan  Mackay . 


M at  wMkaan  9.  SB.  2SL  38.  68.  68. 34, 
93,171. 

loa3v  Btcftnafl  10-8-41-4;  Lswis 
10-0-20-1:  SaUsbury  10-0--S7-2;  B CHol- 
Boafca  5-0-24-1;  Saqteln  UuaMaq 
3-1-31-0;  A J Hollloaka  23-0-11-3. 
Urafeaa*  J W HoUter  and  R Julian. 


The  IAAP  yesterday  threat- 
ened to  suspmd  any  athlete 
who  competes  against  Mary 
SLaruey  or  Sandra  ItaneHSat- 
rick,  banned  for  two  years 
after  positive  drug  tests. 

Desmond  Wttbooi  of  South 
Africa  has  been  given  a four- 
year  ban  for  anabolic  steroid 
use;  he  was  tested  after  finish- 
ing fifth  in  toe  Cape  Town 
marathon  in  February. 


a whole  lot  swifter.  Instead 
Nixon  made  53  and.  with  Tim 
Mason  (30),  added  75  for  the 
ninth  wicket  before  Leicester- 
shire were  all  out 

The  assertion  by  the  Surrey 
coach  Dave  Gilbert  that  it  is 
unfair  to  schedule  a match  of 
this  importance  so  soon  after 
the  rigours  of  a Test  is  spot 
on:  Leicestershire  were 
clearly  disadvantaged  yester- 
day through  having  no  repre- 
sentatives at  Edgbaston 
whereas  Surrey's  stalwarts 
merely  carried  on  where  they 
left,  off  against  the  Australians. 

. Leicestershire,  who  put 
Surrey  In.  made  a handy  start, 
with  Alan  MnBaDy  sending 
back  Ally  Brown  and  Ben  Hol- 
lioake  in  his  first  two  overs.  It 
proved  a felse  dawn;  Alec 
Stewart  and  Thorpe  are  qual- 
ity players  m prime  form. 

The  next  32  overs  saw  a 
stand  of  158,  ended  only  whan 
Thorpe  (79)  tried  to  hoick 
Walls  over  the  leg  side  and 
was  bowled.  Stewart  — 87 
from  104  balls  with  seven 
fours  and  a six  — followed 
five  overs  later,  shuffling 
down  the  pitch  to  Mason's  aff- 
sptn  and  carrying  on  into  toe 
pavilion  when  he  missed. 

By  that  time,  however, 
Adam  HoUioake  was  en- 
trenched embarking  an  a 
display  of  clean  striking  that 
four  fours  and  two 
huge  off-side  sixes.  When  be 
was  caught  at  long-off  he  had 
made  63  from  40  balls. 


Motor  Sport 

Carlos  Sainz,  toe  former  world 
champion,  came  from  behind 
on  toe  penultimate  stage  to 
win  the  AcrcpOlis  Rally,  finish- 
ing 17sec  ahead  of  Finland’s 
Juba  TTanTflnmen,  who  had  led 
for  most  of  the  three  days, 
writes  Dauki  Williams. 

The  Spaniard’s  Ford  Escort 
WRC  took  the  lead  on  the  19th 


Kent  v Northamptonshire 

Deadly  Headley  puts  the 
final  hop  in  Kent’s  step 


Paul  Weaver  at  Canterbury 


THE  famous  Mm*  tree  at 
the  St  Lawrence 
Ground  seemed  to  rus- 
tle with  a frisson  of  antici- 
pation. It  has  cast  its  benign 
shadow  on  few  periods  as 
stirring  as  this  for  Kent.  At 
the  start  of  the  season  they 
were  4JS00-1  to  win  all  four 
trophies,  and  that  price 
looks  a snip  this  morning. 

They  are  second  in  the 
ChimiploBsMp,  second  in 
the  Sunday  league  and  yes- 
terday they  progressed  to 
their  eighth  Benson  and 
Hedges  Cup  final with  some 
brio  against  a rather 
haunted  looking  Northamp- 
tonshire  (three  finals). 

Kent  have  lost  four  of 
their  previous  seven  finals, 
including  the  last  three, 
and  their  1995  defeat  de- 
spite Aravfnda  de  Siva’s 
heroic  hundred  is  still  a sad 
memory  in  the  land  of  the 
hop.  But  Surrey  know  they 
fece  a very  spirited  as  wall 
as  talented  side  at  Lord’s  on 
July  12. 

Kent's  66-run  victory  yes- 
terday, with  four  overs  to 
spare,  looked  improbable 
after  their  faltering  innings 
had  ended  on  206  for  eight. 
But  Dean  Headley,  back 
after  injury,  smartly  took 
the  wickets  of  Russell  War- 
ren, Malachy  Loye  and 
Kevin  Curran  for  16  runs  in 


of  toe  20  special  dirt-road 
stages  as  toe  cars  beaded  back 
to  Athens.  A cracked  engine 
and  resultant  water  leak  cost 
Richard  Bunts  his  chance, 
with  Mitsubishi  eventually  in- 
structing the  British  driver  to 
finish  fourth  behind  the  team’s 
world  championship  leader 
Tomml  Makinen. 

Basketball 

The  Manchester  Giants  have 


26  deliveries  and  North- 
ants,  already  with  a rather 
distorted  look  to  their  bat- 
ting order,  were  misshapen 
beyond  repair. 

John  Wright,  Kent's  new 
coach,  has  made  a differ- 
ence. A few  days  ago  the 
gentle  New  Zealander 


KHT 

MV  Fleming  cWs&on  bFoDea. 3 

M J WatkorcWarron  bFoOatt  — « 

D P Fuftoo  c Emburey  b Taylor 97 

TR  Ward  run  out — - — 78 

APWritoEWamnbPanbartliy  — 9 


M A Ealham  b Emburey  . 
NJUongrunout . 


P A Strang  e mub  bTay tor . 

"ISA  Marsh  not  out  

MJ  McCaguenotout 

Extras  Ittfl.  W7.  nbZ) 

Total  (Kara.5D<mirs)_ 


O 

t 

*7 

92 

98 


M el  wfekats  1 1, 13, 55, 33. 133. 1M> 
184,170. 

DM  not  bed  DW  Hoad  ay. 

■owflnm  Taylor  10-Kn-Z;  FolMtl 
3-0-30-%  Curran  5-0-27-0;  PsnDarthy 
10-V-34-1;  Emburey  1 0-1-35-1;  Snaps 
10-0-40-0. 


tflJ  Warren  b Headley 

MB  Loye  Ibw  b Headley 

*R  J Boltey  C Marsh  b McCagua 

K M Curran  e Walter  b HowSay 
A LPenbentiyc  Wells  b Fleming  — 

T C Walton  c Fulton  b Strang 

D J <3  Sates  cWaflab  Strong 

JN  Snaps  cUongb  Strang 

JE  Emburey  not  out 

JP  Taylor  c Fulton  b Strang 

UFoflettc  Strang  DEalham 

Extras  (IbS,  wS,  nb6)  - — 

Total  (46  overs] -.131 

FM  of  wlofcatM  5. 24, 34, 59. 79, 94. 107. 
109.120. 

Bowhw  McCagus  10-0-30-1;  Headley 
10-0-36-1  Ranting  B- 1-20-1:  Ealham 
5-3-11-1;  Strong  10-2-23-4;  Uong 
3-0-1 1-0. 

Ifmpkssi  A a Jones  and  R Palmer. 


signed  toe  6ft  6 in  Tgngtgnd  for- 
ward Delrae  Berriman,  who 
played  last  season  with  Trieste 
in  Scale  AL  He  becomes  the 
sixth  Mancunian  on  the 
Giants'  senior  roster,  writes 
Robert  Pryce. 

Boxing 

The  champion  Evander  Holy- 
field’s  “Judgment  Night  T 
WBA  world  heavyweight 


strapped  on  his  pads,  strode 
Into  the  nets  and  ham- 
mered his  bowlers  far  and 
wide.  As  a player  he  was  an 
authentic  international 
batsman  who  scored  almost 
as  many  runs  as  Martin 
Crowe  from  only  a handful 
more  games.  This  is  a 
happy  as  well  as  a combat- 
ive side  and  Wright  and  his 
captain  Steve  Marsh  should 
take  most  of  the  credit 

Northamptonshire,  de- 
spite their  impressive 
quarter-final  win  at 
Headingley,  appear  in  some 
disarray.  Yesterday  their 
batting  order  might  have 
been  reversed  without 
disadvantage. 

The  noble  Rob  Bailey 
resembled  some  over- 
worked field-hospital  medic 
asked  to  attend  too  many 
gaping  wounds.  When  he 
was  out  for  a dogged  69-ball 
33,  they  were  79  for  five,  27 
overs  had  gone  and  the 
game  looked  over.  Paul 
Strong,  more  impressive  in 
this  form  of  cricket  sup- 
ported Headley  admirably. 

When  Kent  batted  they 
slumped  to  63  for  four  be- 
fore Trevor  Ward  (78)  and 
Mark  Ralham  (41)  added 
exactly  100  in  28  overs. 
Kent  were  an  set  for  the 
slog  but  then  lost  three 
wickets  in  six  balls  in  the 
41st  and  42nd  overs  and 
once  again  Northampton- 
shire were  vainly  hopefuL 


showdown  with  MDoe  Tyson  in 
Las  Vegas  on  June  28  win  be 
televised  live  on  pay-per-view 
Sky  Box  Office. 

Rugby  Union 

The  Ireland  Development  XV 
were  outscared  four  tries  to 
one  — Richard  Go  Varney’s  — 
In  losing  41-10  to  the  New 
Zealand  Maoris  in  Palmerston 
North. 
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The  Australians 
are  unhappy  for 

greater  reasons 
than  a lost  Test 


IT  CERTAINLY  isn’t  the 
aid,  or  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  It's  arguably  not 
even  toe  end  of  the  beginning. 
But  it  was  one  belluva  start 
It  was  glorious  to  be  at  Edg- 
baston, of  course,  especially 
last  Thursday  morning.  But 
one  suspects  that  the  full  im- 
pact of  that  tumble  of  wickets 
was  felt  far  from  the  ground 
as  word  spread  to  toe  work- 
places of  England  via 
smuggled  radios,  Ceefax  bul- 
letins, dodgy  premium  phone- 
lines or  whatever. 

The  last  comparable  mo- 
ment for  the  nation  came  in 
the  early  hours  of  May  2,  the 
cry  “Steve  Waugh’s  gone!” 
perhaps  being  analogous  to 
that  of  “Portillo's  gone!”  on 
election  night.  But,  boring 
though  it  must  be  to  keep  trot- 
ting out  toe  same  cultural  ref- 
erence points,  there  has  not 
been  a moment  like  this  for 
English  cricket  since  the 
Breariey/Botham/Willis  sum- 
mer of  1881. 

The  win  in  the  Jamaica 
Test  of  1990  was  an  even  big- 
ger shock  but  its  main  effect 
was  to  enable  Rupert  Mur- 
doch to  start  selling  his 
wretched  dishes  to  sports- 
lovers  and  pull  back  from  the 
financial  brink. . What  really 
matters  now  is  not  whether 
England  win  or  lose  the 
Ashes  but  whether  the  effect 
will  be  to  turn  toe  next  gen- 
eration back  on  to  cricket 
Initial  signs  are  very  hope- 
ftd,  euphoric  even,  almost  bor- 
dering on  the  hysterical  here 
and  there.  Lad  broke  has  now 
made  England  6-4  on  to  win 
the  Ashes,  with  calmer  book- 
makers offering  even  money. 
One  firm.  Surrey  Racing,  yes- 
terday chalked  up  3-1  against 
Australia  winning  the  series. 

On  the  face  of  it,  that  is  a 
fantastic  bet  Cold,  hard  logic 
suggests  that  Australia,  their 
captaincy  crisis  over,  are 
likely  to  come  back  hard. 
They  will  have  a fresh 
howler.  Paul  ReiffeL  proven 
in  English  conditions.  The 
rest  of  toe  team  should  soon 
start  finding  their  length  and 
their  snap,  and  they  tradition- 
ally do  well  at  Lord’s. 

But  1 couldn't  place  a bet 
like  that  Could  you?  You 
would  feel  such  a heel  Any 
winnings  would  have  to  go  to 
Alike  Brearley  to  pay  for  self- 
disgust therapy.  No,  we  must 
have  faith.  And  it  is  possible 
to  put  that  faith  on  a rational 
basis. 

■HU3ERE  are  strong  sugges- 
■ tions  that  the  Australian 
■ party  are  unhappy  for 
reasons  that  transcend  the 
mere  loss  of  a cricket  match. 
During  their  recent  South 
African  tour  several  senior 
players  are  said  to  have  con- 
sidered a pay  strike  in  pursuit 
of  a larger  share  of  the  money 


the  Australian  Cricket  Board 
receives  from  television 
rights  and  merchandising. 

The  tram  are  believed  to  be 
on  a minimum  of  £50,000  a 
man  for  the  three-month 
Ashes  tour,  much  more  for 
the  top  names.  But  one  source 
in  Australia  has  been  talking 

of  the  situation  resembling 

not  1981  but  1977,  when 
cricket  went  into  schism  after 
Kerry  Packer  bought  up  the 
game's  leading  stars. 

The  players'  union,  the  Aus- 
tralian Cricketers’  Associa- 
tion. bas  a new  national  direc- 
tor, Graham  Halbish,  who 
until  he  was  sacked  last  win- 
ter was  the  board's  chief  exec- 
utive. Halbish  is  thus  not 
merely  a gamekeeper  turned 
poacher,  but  a poacher  with  a 
grudge. 

Situations  of  this  sort, 
whether  they  turn  into  apoca- 
lypse or  not,  invariably  eat 
away  at  a team's  morale.  And 
if  the  Australia  players  are 
looking  to  find  grievances 
against  their  board,  they  only 
have  to  look  back  on  the 
schedule  inflicted  on  them 
over  the  past  nine  months. 

In  August  1996  the  Austra- 
lians were  in  Sri  Lanka, 
mending  fences  after  their 
tenure  to  fulfil  their  World 
Cup  fixtures  there.  In  October 
they  were  obliged  to  play  a 
pointless  Test  (which  they 
lost)  in  India  before  going 
home  to  face  a five-Tesl  series 
against' West  Indies  billed  as  a 
world  heavyweight  title 
showdown. 

THEN  they  had  to  face 
three  Tests  away  to 
South  Africa,  the  most 
consistent  team  in  the  world, 
making  a total  of  nine  Tests 
and  24  one-day  internationals 
(it  would  have  been  30  had 
they  not  failed  twice  to  reach 
the  finals  of  three-way  tour- 
naments) before  the  three 
they  played  in  England  — and 
just  two  preparatory  first- 
class  matches  before  the  Edg- 
baston Test 

As  a lead-in  to  an  Ashes 
series  it  was  all  dearly  ab- 
surd. It  looks  like  overconfi- 
dence bordering  an  contempt, 
rather  like  November 
marches  on  Moscow  and 
springtime  miners'  strikes. 
England,  in  contrast,  have 
had  an  unusually  light  year 
and  a gradual  build-up,  which 
seems  to  be  working  out 
perfectly. 

In  reality,  international 
cricket  planning  is  too  hap- 
hazard for  this  timetable  to 
have  been  a comment  on  the 
perceived  state  of  the  English 
game.  Faced  with  conflicting 
obligations  Australia,  with 
Halbish  at  the  helm,  took  on 
too  much.  And  they  have 
started  paying  the  penalty. 

Today  the  current  chief  ex- 
ecutives of  the  nine  Test-play- 
ing countries  begin  their 
series  of  meetings  that  lead 
up  to  the  full  conference  of 
the  International  Cricket 
Council  early  next  week.  An 
official  World  Championship 
Is  on  the  agenda.  That  would 
give  a form  and  structure  to 
the  international  game  which 
is  now  very  urgent  indeed. 

Just  ask  the  Aussies. 


Yorkshire  give  Gough  a rest 


Yorkshire  decided  to 
rest  Darren  Gough  for 
the  county  match  starling 
today  at  The  Oval,  after 
talks  between  the  fast 
bowler,  the  club’s  — ■ and 
England’s  — physio  Wayne 
Morton,  and  toe  club’s  chief 
executive  Chris  HassaU. 

The  club  said  there  had 


been  no  approach  from  toe 
England  team  management 
to  withdraw  Gough,  who 
has  sore  Shins  after  his  Edg- 
baston feats  but  denied  that 
he  had  asked  to  be  rested. 

Somerset  will  decide 
today  whether  to  rest  Andy 
Caddick  for  their  'match 
against  Hampshire. 


n 


England  0,  Brazil  1 


England  left  to  rue  Romario 


Hangovers 
from  summer 
whines 


David  Lacey  in  Paris 


A GOAL  from  Ro- 
mario, the  first 
England  have  con- 
ceded away  from 
home  for  more 
than  3/1  years,  puts  Glenn 
HodcQe's  useful  but  modest 
success  in  winning  the  Tour- 
noi  de  France  into  a global 
perspective  in  the  Parc  des 
Princes  here  last  night,  it  was 
enough  to  bring  Brazil  vic- 
tory without  ever  needing  to 
over-extend  themselves. 

Last  night  was  England's 
passing-out  parade,  one  last 
drill  for  the  summer  school  of 
’97.  Brazil,  however,  were 
merely  passing  through  on 
their  way  to  the  South  Ameri- 
can Cup  starting  in  Bolivia  on 
Friday. 

Just  in  case  Brazil  wanted 
to  leave  France  with  a flour- 
ish, Hoddle  recalled  Martin 
Keown  to  his  defence,  the 
Arsenal  man’s  effectiveness 
as  a close  marker  offering 
England  more  security 
against  Ronaldo,  at  least  In 
theory,  than  Gary  Neville. 

For  Keown  it  was  a dream 
come  true,  even  if  it  might 
turn  out  to  be  one  of  the  cold- 
sweat  variety.  But  reality  was 
to  return  after  21  minutes 
when  he  further  injuring  his 
already-damaged  right 
shoulder,  leaving  his  collar- 
bone in  need  of  an  x-ray.  So 
Gary  Neville  ended  up  play- 
ing after  alL 

As  expected,  Mario  Zagallo 
fielded  the  Brazilian  side  that 
had  finished  the  3-3  draw 
with  Italy  two  days  earlier, 
Flavin  Conoeicao  staying  in 
midfield  for  the  suspended 
Maura  Silva.  England  had 
plenty  of  early  opportunities 
to  study  the  opposition.  For 
five  minutes  they  saw  a lot  of 
Brazil  but  less  of  the  ball 
Hoddle's  defence  conceded 
six  corners  in  five  minutes  as 
Brazil's  movements  flowed 
through  it  and  around  it  like 
liquid  gold.  Then  a mistake  by 
Gareth  Southgate  offered  Ron- 
aldo a dear  glimpse  of  goal, 
hut  Sol  Campbell  rescued  the 
situation  with  a well-timed  I 


Jim  White 


ONE  of  the  things  you 
forget  over  the  win- 
ter is  the  humour 
value  of  Geoffrey 
Boycott  on  English  cricket. 
This  past  week  it  has  resur- 
faced for  general  consump- 
tion, unscathed  by  partial 
hibernation,  cropping  up 
everywhere  as  part  of  the 
great  national  sunbathe  in  the 
reflected  glory  of  Atherton's 
world  beaters. 

Although  his  traditional 
I-told-you-so  suffixes  remain 
at  the  centre  of  his  analyses 
(“Nasser  Hussain's  innings 
was  majestic,  I've  rated  him 
for  years"),  Boycott  has  added 
an  observational  tic:  an 
enthusiasm  for  players*  rear 
ends.  “He’s  got  a good  strong 
physique  on  him,  has  Dar- 
ren," he  oozed  over  the  week- 
end about  England's  York- 
shire quickie,  “and  a very 
good  backside.” 

It  was  an  unexpected  plea- 
sure the  other  day  then  to  hear 
His  Certainness  utter 
reasoned  common  sense; 
doubly  so  since  It  occurred  on 
Radio  5 Live's  6J06  phone-in,  a 
show  whose  winter  host  keeps 
such  a notion  at  arm’s  length. 

A listener  rang  to  say  that 
something  should  be  done 
about  summer  football,  about 
how  it  represented  unfair 
competition  for  cricket  The 
man  advised  some  protection- 
ist measures legislation  to  en- 
force the  playing  of  the  FA 
Cup  final  in  April,  the  compul- 
sory purchase  of  Sunday 
league  shirts  with  every  new 
Manchester  United  away  kit, 
that  kind  of  thing.  Clearly  a 
free-marketeer.  Boycott  was 
having  none  of  it 
If  cricket  wants  to  win  new 
followers,  he  said,  it  has  to 
compete,  show  youngsters  It 
is  the  finest  game  in  the  world, 
and  the  best  way  to  do  that  is 
for  the  England  team  Co  win  a 
few  matches.  “Then  you’ll  see 
the  bandwagon  start  rolling,” 
he  promised.  , 

Yesterday  at  The  Parks, 
Oxford  University's  cricket 
ground,  there  was  little 
danger  o£  being  run  over  by  an  , 
out-of-control  bandwagon ; 
expiring  from  agoraphobia  1 

more  like,  as  four  old  men,  a 
brace  of  summer  snoggers  and 
an  infant  edgy  ip  Its  buggy, 
made  up  the  crowd. 

I took  along  my  sons  in  the 
hope  that  they  might  be  in- 
spired by  the  Aussle-slaying 


Flaying  in  the  Parc . . . Paul  Gascoigne  gets  the  ball  past  FLavio  Conceicao,  centre,  as  Paul  Scholes,  right,  looks  on 
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tackle  which  he  repeated  on 
Leonardo  a little  late. 

Paul  Scholes,  back  in  the 
England  side  after  his  impres- 
sive performance  in  the  vic- 
tory over  Italy,  re-announced 
his  presence  with  a quick 
pass  which  released  Alan 


Shearer  on  the  right  Nothing 
came  of  the  moment  but  it 
reminded  Paris  that  the  new 
champions  still  had  an  attack. 

In  fact,  England  were  soon 
offering  Brazil  something 
more  than  gentle  reminders. 
After  11  minutes  Paul  Gas- 


coigne. making  as  sprightly  a 
start  as  he  had  yet  achieved 
under  Hoddle,  found  Paul 
Ince  with  a smart  back-heel 
and  Taffarel  had  to  move 
quickly  to  push  Ince’s  25-yard 
shot  round  the  near  post 
The  moment  released  some- 


A M ERCURV 
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thing  in  England’s  initially 
tentative  approach.  Scholes 
was  linking  well  with  Phil 
Neville,  Gascoigne,  Ince  and 
Shearer  and  England’s  move- 
ments thrived  in  the  generous 
spaces  Brazil  allowed  them. 

It  was  a pity  that  Denilson, 
the  revelation  against  Italy, 
was  forced  off  by  injury  soon 
after  Keown’ s departure.  The 
Brazilian  had  been  hurt  in  an  : 
earlier  tackle  with  Scholes. 
Not  that  the  substitute,  Djal- 
minha  looked  out  of  place. 

Just  before  the  half-hour, 
he  found  Romario  with  a 
return  pass  that  split  the 
English  defence,  and  only 
David  Seaman's  anticipation 
In  coming  out  to  block  the 
shot  prevented  a goal. 

After  a busy  start  Roberto 
Carlos  had  had  a quiet  first 
half  on  the  Brazilian  left.  Just 
in  case  England  had  forgotten 
he  was  around,  a free-kick 
struck  with  typical  venom 
from  a narrow  angle  on  the 
left  had  Seaman  punchbag  the 
ball  high  over  the  bar. 

DJalminha  continued  to  im- 


press,  much  as  Denilson  had 
done  in  Lyon.  It  was  easy  to 
spot  which  Brazilian  was 
striving  to  win  a regular 
place  in  the  side. 

With  Gary  Neville  showing 
tenacity  in  refusing  to  allow 
Leonardo  to  dribble  round 
him,  England  still  looked 
solid  at  the  back.  But  Brazil 
still  scored  on  the  hour. 

The  initial  fault  lay  with 
Gascoigne  for  not  picking  up 
Conceicao’s  advance  over  the 
halfway  line.  A pass  to  Leo- 
nardo, a ball  inside  Gary  Nev- 
ille, and  Romario  did  the  rest 
outpacing  the  defence  on  the 
left  before  beating  Seaman 
with  a shot  in  off  the  far  post 

EN Q LAND i Immu.  Kaawn  (Doth  , 
Arsons!).  Soatbssta  (Aston  Villa). 
Camp  ball  (Tottenham);  P Neville 
(Manchester  UM).  bee  (imemarionBla). 
Oueelsn*  (Rangara).  Scheles 
(Manchester  IM).  La  Sea  (BlocMwm); 
Sheerer  (Newcastle).  Shari  eg  hem 
( r,7Mnham}. 

BRAZNj  TWfaral  (AUettco  Mlnalrok  Cefe 
(Palmelroa).  OsOo  save  (Corimnisne). 
Aktah  (Rome).  Roberto  Corfoa  (Rea) 
Madrid);  Ftevhi  Coooafaao  (DeportJvo  La 
Gorans).  Du»p  (JubHa  IwaW.  OeriNwe 
(Sao  Paulo).  Leonardo  (Parle  St- 
Germoln):  Ihweh  (Ftamengo).  RneMo 
(Barcelona). 

Hoftaoei  J J Toro  Rendon  (Col}. 


to  put  aside  their  obsession 
with  kicking  a ball.  If  only  for 
the  warmer  months.  These 
ore  boys  hypnotised  in  the 
headlights  of  football's  mar- 
keting juggernaut.  Their  cur- 
rent Infatuation  is  Premier- 
ship marbles;  UttJagLass  baits 
carrying  pictures  of  Shearer, 
Wright  and  Fowler  (“Only  365 
to  collect").  These  are  the 
consumers  who  need  tu  be  con- 
verted if  cricket  is  to  return  to 
its  pre-eminence. 

It  fumed  out  that  their  first 
experience  of  a cricket  match 
was  not  unlike  being  presented 
with  a manuscript  in  Sanskrit: 
one  short,  Ibw,  the  umpire  put-- 
ting  on  the  bowler's  nappy  hat 
while  the  tetter  completed  his 
over;  everything  required 
explanation. 

This  was  not  because  the 
lads  were  too  young  to  under- 
stand (after  all  Nasser  ■' 
Hussain  scored  his  first  cen- 
tury at  eight)  but  because  they 
have  no  contact  with  the  game . 
in  their  daily  lives.  No  role 
models,  no  foot-cricket  In  the 
playground,  no  County  Cham- 
pionship sticker  coUectkms, 
nothing  to  seize  on  at  afl. 

Moreover,  if  they  actually 
want  to  play  the  game,  primary 
schools  having  abrogated  all 
responsibility  for  sport,  they 
are  obliged  tojoln  a club.  And 

this  is  where  the  real  competi- 
tion comes  in.  Clubs— -foot- 
ball, rugby,  tennis — under- 
standably want  children  to 
concentrate  mi  their  sport  It  is 
not  their  job  to  Introduce  rival 
distractions.  Indeed  that  would 
be  counter-productive  as  they 
want  junior  members  to  con- 
centrate on  the  task  in  hand. 

Hence  young  sports  enthu- 
siasts are  Increasingly 
specialised:  unless  parents 
undertake  to  effect  the  Intro- 
ductions. the  prospect  of  find- 
ing a new  game  by  chance  ls 
diminishing;  and.cricket.for 
the  uninitiated  apparently  the 
most  esoteric  option,  is  the 
one  sufferlngmosL  Perhaps 
Boycott  is  right  and  only  the 
glow  of  victory  will  open 
young  eyes. 


ODDLY  enough,  that 
is  not  the  reason 
cricket  has  im- 
pressed my  boys;  nor 
Is  it  the  wrap-around  shades, 
baseball  caps,  knuckle-knock- 
ing wicket  celebrations  nor 
any  of  the  other  livelier  mod- 
ernising trends  in  the  game,  ft 
is  the  Gelding.  They  love  the 
slides,  the  dives,  the  tumbles, 
and  when  we  go  down  to  the 
park  they  do  not  want  to  bat  or 
bowl  but  to  chase  the  ball 
around  with  the  enthusiasm 
of  labrador  puppies. 

The  other  day.  after  a vigor- 
ous session  in  the  park,  I 
thought  cricket  had  a future 
after  alL  "If a great  "said  one 
of  the  boys.  "Brilliant  warm- 
up for  football  training 
tonight.” 
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OUT  OF  UK  INTO  AFRICA 
FOR  JUST  33p  PER  MINUTE. 


« AH  over  the  country  the  drums 

^ .._L- : % are  beating.  And  die  message:  Call 


» South  Africa  on  selected  Sundays 

Ml 


rhi«  summer,  and  when  you  calk  for 
five  minutes  or  more,  all  it  will  cost  is  a.  ridiculously 


make  great  savings.  With  Mercury  SmartCall  you  can 
enjoy  savings  of  at  least  20%  on  all  international  calls 
every  day  of  the  year.  So  call  Mercury  now.  Then  look 
forward  to  a long  hot  gossip. 


havetaken 
a similar 
turn  recently. 
Everywhere 
— from 
former 
Communist 
countries 
to  lifelong 
market 
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crossword  soumoN  SKWMU 


low  33p  per  minute.  The  8th  June,  the  27th  August  A/lorVI  I rw  Cm  qrfP oil 

and  the  7ch  September  are  the  dates  to  remember  iVIGTCU  * J f oII12rtV->ail 

But  of  course,  it's  not- only  on' selected  days  that  you  FreeCali  0500  500  366 

quote  ref  RSGDNSN 


Prices  and  savings  coma  as  at  1 May  1997,  awywnri  ttfaintt  ftTV  bask  rate  for  international  tails  o f 5 manner  or  more,  fpm  to  8m  weekdap  mid  any 
time  at  aec  heads.  SmmtCaH  is  available  for  a quattedy fee  £5.75.  ARasSs  svbjea  a>  a 3.5p  connection  charge.  AM  prices  toe  VAT 


there  has 
been  a 
rejection 
of  ideology. 

Mark  Ravenhill 


Across 


1 Paymentof  gold  changes 
performer,  itfs  euphoria  that 
counts  (4-4.6) 

9 Excerpt  from  Sir  David  on  - 
TV  could  cause  digital  . . 
problems  (9) 

to  The  ayes  that  snvte  when  - 

thei  r part's  hard. ,.  (5) 

11  ...which  in  bed  could  be 
dangerous  (5) . 

12  English  estertakes  In  one 
French  6(9)' 

13  Penniless  Roman  poet 
enters  new  Roman  capital  (9) 

14  Doctor  keeping  nxwing - 
finds  tropical  trird  -r  ■ 

17  Coastal  resort. 'part  of 

Tynestda,toaT(6) 

19  Ships  heei  over  (4*4) 

22  ShamefuftyJdfed,  would  . 
have  been  strengthened 

with  sex  change  (S) 


24  Prize  for  writing  readable 

versa  (5) 

28  Pole  needs  help  to  embrace 
anymph($) 

26  The  catwalk  makes  decent 

people  angry  (3,6) 

27  Bear  off  objects  at  speed 

_ and  foe  rest  (9,5) 


Down 


1 1 had  two  men  with  smaB 
feet  to  give  the  defendant 

• hte  rights  (5,8) 

2 Feeling  aroused  by  myself 
and  to  myself  (7) 

3 Request  to  fetch  butter 

- s®emstoannoymepjj,4) 

4 1 love  variety,  love  being  first 
pupil,  and  can  cook  (5,3) 

S Get  away  from  the  church 

— it'swooOy(G) 

9 Head  of  church  I effectively 
manage® 


7 Head  keeping  front  pagein ' 
view  (7) 

8 Apple  pudding  needs  a iot 

of  apple,  sponge  and  cream 
(9,5)  • - 

j 15  Top  coat  for  a prince  os  a 
babe?(5,4) 

16  Austen’s  work,  and  ffs 
found  in  back  numbpra  (9) 

18  Pigeon  spreading  disease? 

20  Home  before  six  wftti  new 
cat  Unbeaten  Is  her  name 

21  Attitude,  top  to  bottom,  is 
.125(6) 

23  Paper  rubber?  (5)  • . 
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